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Extract of Confultation of the 5th of 
March, 1763. 
cc fe BS RAKING now into confidera- 
*¢ T tion the neceffary regulations 
seek for reftraining our agents and 
gomaftahs, from interfering with any 
affairs of the country government, in- 
juring the people, or being injured by 
ther, and for deciding of difputes which 
may arife between them: It is agreed, 
First, That atallthofeaurungs which 
are adjacent to, or under the manage- 
ment of the fubordinate factories, the 
gomaftahs, in cafe of being injured by 
any of the officers of the government or 
their dependents, fhall firft make their 
Vor. III. B °* * — appli- 
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application for redrefs, in writing to the 
officer of the government, refiding on 
the fpot; from whom, if he does not 
receive immediate {fatisfaction, he {hall 
fend his complaint to the chief of the 
neareit factory, who fhall be empowered 
to take cognizance of the fame, and de- 
mand, or exact, if necefflary, the fatis- 
faction which the cafe may require ; but 
that it is to be underftood in refpect of 
weavers, pykars, and all others who re- 
ceive advances of money for goods to be 
provided, or are indebted for goods 
bought, the gomaftahs fhall retain their 
power as ufual, to call fuch perfons to 
account. That, on the other hand, 
where the government’s people fhall have 
reafon to complain againit Englifh go- 
mafiahs or agents, they fhall give the 
faid arent or gomaftah notice of the 
complaint in writing, requiring and re- 
commending to him to fettle 1t m an a- 
micable and equitable manner; and in 
cafe the agent or gomaftah refufes, or 
negicas, to fettle it in fuch manner, as 
fhali appear reafonable to the govern- 

ment’'s 
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ment’s officer, he fhall then tranfmit an 
account of it to the chief of the nearcft 
Englith factory, and deliver a capy of 
the faid account to the gomaftah. And 
the chief of the factory is hereby requir- 
ed to-,;xxamine ftrictly into the affair, 
and decide it according to juftice, giving 
a copy of his determination to the officer 
of the government, who made the com- 
plaint. That the gentlemen of the fu- 
bordinates fhall keep a regifter of fuch 
complaints, with the decifions paft on 
them, a copy whereof fhall be forward- 

ed monthly to the Prefidency. 
SECONDLY, With refpedct to the dif- 
tant places where trade is carried on, 
fuch as Rungpoor, Poorneea, Gwalpa- 
rah and Rangamettee, there is at prefent 
no refident on the part of the Company ; 
but at Rungpoor, a provifion of filk is 
made by a gomaftah, from Coflimbuzar 
factory, which provifion, it is hoped, 
may be increafed and improved, by the 
care of a covenanted fervant. At the 
fame time, the fituation of the place is 
fuch, as will be convenient for examin- 
B 2 ing 
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ing the. complaints, and deciding the. 
‘difputes which ue arife i in 1 moft. of thofe 
 eaeeade : | 

“AGREED, therefore, that the addition 
of a fenior fervant be made to the Coun~ 
cil at Coffimbuzar, and that: he be a 35 
pointed refident at Rungpoor. ee 


TnatT the orders forbidding our ees 
vants or ‘dependents, from ‘holding. 
lands, gunges, rents or employments of 
any kind, under the er government, 
thall be again repeated. | a 

Tuart fuch, hicirenen:- as have in= 
herited taalooks from purchafe, or other 
good right, fhall not be obliged to givé 
them up, but hold them as. other taal ee 
dars in.the country, being: informed dee 
for all, that in re{pect to fuch rents held. 
from the government, they are’ not to 
avail themfelves of our protection to-in- 
veft them with any particular privileges. | 
Tuat fuch complaints: as havealnea-_ 
| dy been made, and tranfmitted: ito’ ‘the | 
~ feveral fubordinates, fhall: be: inquired | 
“into, and decided conformably: : ‘tov — 
— regulation 5 and that fach:as h Me 
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not yet, fhall now be forwarded to the 
proper fubordinates for that purpofe.” 


Tuis regulation might anfwer very 
well, if all chiefs and refidents of the 
Englith were difinterefted men, would 
receive complaints againit their own go- 
maftahs with temper, and decide them 
with juftice and equity, even if their own 
profits were to be leffened by it. But a 
fucceffion of fuch men is not to be ex- 
pected in any fervice ; and there is be- 
fides another difficulty, proceeding from 
the diftance of the places, where fome 
of thefe gomaftahs are employed, from 
atyy of the Company’s factories ; fo that 
in many cafes it would be impoffible to 
get at the truth ; and it is eafy to con- 
ceive the diforder which mutt take place 
in any community, where there exifts 
no power of determining on the fpot the 
difputes which may arife. 

-TiMAGINED the Nabob would be 
much alarmed, by the affembly of the 
members of the Council from the fubor- 
dinate fa€tories, and the reports which 
or B 3 would 
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would reach him from Calcutta, of their 
being determined to break with him. 
We heard now of his being on his re- 
turn from his expedition to Beteea and 
Napaul ; and I concluded, that the be- 
ing nearer at hand to fettle the conteit- 
ed points, was the chief reafon for his 
quick return, although it was reported, 
he had been defeated on the borders of 
Napaul. His apprehenfions of the de- 
figns of the Council againft him, can- 
not be ftronger expreffed than in his own 
letters. 

Tue following are copies of his let- 
ters of the 22d and 26th of February. 


‘The Nabob’s Letter of the 22d of February. 
ee Ww E|'N you came here an agree- 

ment in writing was made be- 
tween us, which I imagined all the gen- 
tlemen would confent to; but it is a- 
mazing, that not a fingle perfon has Ap- 
proved of it. 

NotTwiTust ANDING ali you have ex- 
prefsly diretted to the chiefs of the Parna 
and Dacca factories, they do not pay any 

: regard 
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regard to it; but return for anfwer, 
‘<< We do not approve of the Governor’s 
“<< proceedings; when the gentlemen of 
<< the Council write to us, we will im- 

“¢ mediately follow their directions.” 
Since the commencement of Meer 
Mahomed Jafher Cawn’s management 
to the prefent time, I have not known 
any one but yourfelf. Now the gentle- 
men of all the factories do not regard 
your directions, but require the orders 
of the Cauncil, and they ruin the affairs 
both of this province and Bengal, the 
zemindarrees, the merchandize, the rei- 
ats, &c. for what reafon I cannot con- 
ceive. I neither have, nor fhall nego- 
tiate with any perfon but yourfelf; and 
therefore I plainly write, that if you in- 
tend to regard the agreement made be- 
tween us, you fhould ac in fuch a man- 
ner, that the gentlernen may not make 
their objections to it; if not, advife me 
of it. I underftand, that a number of 
the gentlemen are inclined to eftablith 
another Subahdar. This appears to me 
@ trivial matter. Let them eftablifh 
B 4 whom 
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whom they pleafe, it is of no confe- 
quence to me. [do not regard matters 
of fo {mall importance. God made the 
world, and every thing is ruled by him. 
I beg you will {peedily write me an an- 
fwer to this letter. Herewith I fend 
you copies of a letter to Rajah Nobit 
Roy from Mr. Ellis, and one from Jef- 
farut Cawn to me. I gave you lands-to 
the amount of fifty lacks of rupees, for 
the maintenance of troops to deftroy my 
enemies; but it is amazing, that a num- 
ber of gentlemen have, on the contrary, 
collected troops again{ft me, in order to 
ruin my country. It is the univerfal per- 
fuafion, that the Europeans are to be 
confided in; but to fee all this furprizes 
me much.” 


Copy of a Letter from the Nabob fo the 
Governor, dated February 26, 1763. 


OUR favour is arrived, and has 

given.me much fatisfaction. You 
write, that “‘ at this time you are in- 
<< formed, by a letter from the chief of 
«« Patna factory, that as the Company’s 
ss {alt.. 
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falt-petre was coming from about 
Gauzypeor laden on bullocks; the au- 
mil, at a place called Manjee, took 
off the falt-petre from the bullocks, 
and drove away the bullocks, and the 
falt-petre is lying at the aforefaid place. 
Alfo that one boat of the Company’s 
laden with falt-petre, the officer at a 
place called Seefan has feized, unladen 
the falt-petre, nor will let it pafs. A- 
gain, that four boats laden with bee- 
tle-nut, which were proceeding in 
the way, purfuant to a duftuck from 
the chief of Dacca factory, the fou~ 
gedar of Rajemahl has detained, want- 
ing to colle& aduty. If I have any de- 
fire to remove all fufpicion from your 
breaft, I muft punifh my officers one 
and all; that agreeably to the letter 
which you have written and given to 
me, the affairs of my government, 
and the Company’s trade, fhauld go 
on in a courfe lefs interrupted than 
heretofore; and no fingle‘article of 
goods that has the Company’s duftutk 
with it fhould be impeded} nor fhould 

«s there 
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there be in any place the leaft obftacle 
to your buying and felling the coun- 
try commodities ; but upon falt, to- 
bacco, beetle-nut, and dried fifth, I 
fhould take nine per cent. upon the 
coft, and give my own duftuck ; but 
that the officers of my government 
feign orders of themfelves, and report 
abroad, that the Englith gomaftahs 
are not to be allowed in the country, 
nor any one buy or fell, or do any 
manner of bufinefs with them. That 
by thefe proceedings, the agreement 
concluded between you and me is to- 
tally broken, and there will be ano- 
ther treaty made, in which it will be 
particularly exprefied how my officers 
are to act, and how the Englith go- 
maftahs ; and fince letters from me 
to you, and you to me, with their 
anfwers, are not lefs than a month in 
coming, and you cannot allow that 
the Company’s bufinefs, and that of 
the Englifh gentlemen, fhould remain 
in fufpence for my order; that there- 
fore I muft write to Meer Syed Ma- 

‘© homed 
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¢ homed Cawn at Moorthedabad, and 
«© to Mahomed Allee Beg at Dacca, that 
«© as a new treaty is intended to be made 
and ratified by both parties; until ‘it 
is concluded and fent to them, they 
<* muft caufe the bufinefs of the Com- 
‘t pany, and private gentlemen, to go 
¢f on in the manner it formerly was con- 
«* ducted s and that if my officers in the 
«* provinces act contrary thereto, you 
‘¢ will fend the Company’s forces to 
*¢ clear your bufine(s.” 

Str, although with refpect to the cat~ 
tie for carrying your petre, [ know there 
has been no obftruction at all ; yet I have ° 
fent orders every where, to examine into 
the affair of the bullocks laden with pe- 
tre, and alfo the boats. Hereafter I 
will write you the particulars, and fend 
them. And with regard to the boats 
laden with beetle-nut, on which, you write 
Cootub Aalum demands duties. Sir, 
before the arrival of your friendly letter, 
Cootub Aalum had reprefented in an 
arzee to me, that there were fome boats, 
of which you had releafed before his face 
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all but four, which remained, and which, 
becaufe of a forged duftuck, you left in 
charge with him, and proceeded on your 
way. Herewith I inclofe the arzee for 
your perufal. 

SINCE you were pleafed to obferve, in 
the agreement before alluded to, that 
my duftuck was to be along with the 
purchafe, and fale of beetle-nut, and o- 
ther articles of inland trade ; beyond all 
doubt Cootub Aalum, without being 
fhewn my duftuck, would not let the 
boats pafs, in which cafe my officer does 
not appear to have committed any fault. 
* Be you the judge in this affair. 

As to what you write of the diftur- 
bances of my officers, it appears from 
thence, that the agreement made be- 
tween us the Council has not affented 
to; to be fure, whatever your gomaftahs 
write, is all exactly juft and proper, and 
my people tell nothing but lies and bare- 
faced falfities. I muft have all lofies in 
your trade made good to you; but who 
will indemnify me for the lofs of reve« 


nues, juftly due to my government? . 
= I Must 
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I mMusT cut off my officers heads ; 
but your gomaftahs, who are guilty of 
oppreffions, receive encouragement from 
you. You know very well, Sir, that I 
never defired fuch a treaty, it was mere- 
ly in compliance with your pleafure, that 
I affented to it. Now that the Council 
do not agree to it, and want to make ano- 
ther treaty, this is unreafonable. Three 
demands which I formerly made to you, 
I now again repeat. ‘The firft is this; 
from the beginning until now, the Na- 
zim of Bengal correfponded with the 
Governor of Calcutta, as I have and da 
with you, having no correfpondence 
with the reft of the Board. 

Tue fecond is, I have before remark- 
ed to you, that the Company’s trade has 
been eftablifhed from time immemorial ; 
but, at prefent, befides the Company’s 
trade, the gomaftahs of the Englifh gen- 
tlemen have fet up the trade of falt, to- 
bacco, dried fifth, timbers, &c. and pur- 
chafe from the country people by force 
and extortion, and are continually mak- 
ing unjuft difputes and wrangling with 

- my 
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my officers, fo that the poor, the inha- 
bitants, the merchants, and manufac- 
turers of my country are oppreffed, and 
both you and myfelf are troubled with 
unjuit vexations. Now I fay, that your 
gomaftahs are to trade as heretofore, in 
merchandize importedand exported; and 
are to refrain from thofe articles of trade, 
which interfere with the revenues due to 
my government, and are a caufe of dif- 
putes, and the ruin of the inhabitants 
and poor people. 

Tue third is, whether your will is, 
that I fhall have the charge of the ex- 
pences of the army, and management of 
the country, and his Majefty’s revennes ; 
and that your gomaftahs fhall carry on 
thofe branches of trade, which were ne- 
ver allowed in the country, opprefs the 
country, by interfering in the govern- 
ment, under pretence of trade, and that 
my officers fhall not have their due au- 
thority, nor offer to oppofe them. lf 
this be the cafe, it is out of my power 
to carry on the bufinefs of this fubah- 
darree. I wifh not to be concerned in 

a charge 
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a charge of fo much vexation ; you may 
be pleafed to fiad out fome other that 
will undertake it. For my part, I am 
heartily tired with thefe difputes and 
wranplings. Why do you take the 
trouble to fend forces againit my officers? 
Why do not you write to them to quit 
their ftations, and repair to me, for they 
have ao forces to oppofe you? You are 
fenfible, chat in Chittagong, Midnapoor, 
and Burdwan, which, agreeable to trea- 
ty, I ceded to the Company; not a man 
ef mine ever enters, and I refrain even 
from providing the cuftomary cloths for 
my own ufe. If you do not determine 
juftly for me, it is a matter of great fur- 
prize.” 


Copy sf a Letter from the Nabob fo the 
Ssoverner. Dated February 26, 1763. 


+6 OUR ketter is arrived, and has 
much rejoiced me. You write, 

that, ** by a copy of the letter which 
“© Mahomed Allee Beg wrote to Meer 
“*« Abdulla, the aumil of the perganah 
““ of Sundeep, it appears, Mahomed 
«s Allee 
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«« Allee Beg’s intention is, that_not 4 
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fingle Englifhman fhall be fuffered in 
the country; that, moreover, he has 
occafioned much lofs to the Compa- 
ny’s bufinefs, and therefore the treaty 
made between us is totally broken 
by Mahomed Allee Beg; that I muft 
bring the aforefaid perfon to punifh- 
ment, or you cannot fit by inadtive, 
and let the Company’s bufinefs go to 
ruin; alfo, that the Chief of Lucky- 
poor, neither imprifoned my yeffa- 
wal, nor killed any burcandaffee, 
nor detained Golam Ahmud; and 
that all which Mahomed Allee Beg 
wrote to me, on that fubject, is falfe.” 
Str, you know very well who the 


perfon is, that occafions all the mifchief 
between us. The punifhing of Maho- 
med Allee Beg is a trifle; and God will- 
ing, when I arrive in Bengal, if he fhall 
have committed any fault, I will chaftize 
him. 


Bout you have no power to punifh any 


perfon that creates mifchief under your 


adminiftration ; 
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2dminiftration. Your order is abfolute, 
with refpect to my people, but you have 
not the leaft command over your own. 

Ir is highly incumbent on you to 
call fuch perfons to an account, or they 
will occafion a rupture between you and 
me. From the beginning, even until 
now, I have never meddled with a fingle 
gomaftah, or any one of your people; 
but your chief, who has before confin- 
ed my officers, now again wants to fend 
troops againft them, and have them 
brought bound. It is furprifing that 
you retort this charge upon me. 

You accufe me of thefe things, tho’ 
I have no handin them; but what occa- 
fion is there to alledge the complaints of 
your gomaftahs, for a pretence to tell 
me, that Mahomed Allee Beg, by his op- 
preflions, has broken the agreement be- 
tween us. Sir, expreffions of this kind, 
imply fome other defign ; fince, I have 
never feen or heard, that any fervants, 
by their mifbehavior, fhould deftroy a 
treaty concluded by their fuperiors. You 
muit be fenfible of this, and why will 

Vor. ITI. C you 
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‘You ‘throw’ the blame upon another ? 
‘What Jeflarut Cawn, and Mahomed Al- . 
alee Beg, formerly wrote on the fubject 
wf my yeflawal’s confinement, I imme- 
‘adiately tranimitted to you, as they re- 
lated it, and this you are greatly offend- 
‘ed at. But when you, in conféquence 
of an information frem the chief of 
Luckypoor, infifted, that Mahomed Al- 
lee Beg had killed your feepoys, what 
better proofs had you of that charge, 
that you are now fo much offended at 
this trivial complaint of theists? For, at 
this time alfo, my yeffawal, who is ar- 
rived, and was interrogated before me, 
makes the following relation, viz. that 
«« when he reached Luckypoor, he fhew- 
«* ed my duftuck to Golam Ahmud, that 
** fearce an hour had paft, when, the 
<* chief of Luckypoor factory fent 200 
men, and furrounded him when he 
«‘ was alone, and unattended, and ill 
«* treating him, carried him off as faft 
as they could, with many acts of vio- 
“* lence: that the chief aforefaid, and 
« others of the people employed under 

ce him, 
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him, faid, ‘< We made Jafher Al- 
‘‘ lee Cawn Nabob, and afterwards 
“* turned -him out again; and Coffim 
Allee alfo, is one of our fetting up, 
‘‘ and this duftuck, which you have 
**¢ brought, we will pay no regard to.” 
That with fuch infults they kept him 
three days in confinement, but the 
hircarra efcaping, carried this news 
f to Jeflarut Cawn, and Mahomed Al- 
« lee Beg; that foon after, in confe- 
‘¢ quence of a letter from the Governor 
‘<¢ of Calcutta, to the chief there, he 
‘* was fent with Golam Ahmud to me. 
Av the time the chief aforefaid had 
confined my yeflawal, with all this ig- 
nominy and ill treatment, how did Ma- 
homed Allee Beg know that he would 
releafe him after three days, and fend him 
to me’ Had not your letter arrived, he 
never would have releafed my yefiawal. 
It was in confequence of the account of 
the hircarra, that Jefflarut Cawn, and 
Mahomed Allee Beg, wrote me the par- 
ticulars of my yefiawal’s confinement. 
As you are a wife man, weigh well the 
C 2 behavior 
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behavior of the Englifh and my officers, 
and judge which fide is injured, and who 
are the perfons that act contrary to our 
agreement, and fecretly {pread infamous 
and injurious reports to the prejudice of 
men of character. 

To conclude, how many fleets of boats 
are there at Patna! Yet cannot I get {6 
much as a fingle boat to crofs the Ganges; 
and the very boats that I had procured, 


the people of your factory there have for- 
cibly taken from me.” 


Tuer Nabob’s letters of the 26th of 
February having been read in Council 
the 7th of March, it was refolved, that 
the following anfwer fhould be wrote 
him by me as Prefident. 


The Governor's Letter to the Nabob. 


<¢ T Have received your letters of the 

26th of February, which having 
xead to the gentlemen of Council, they 
apree with me in opinion, that there ap- 
pears throughout a general difinclination 
wo give us any fatisfaction for the inter- 


i ruptions 
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ruptions and ill ufage which the bufinefs 
of the Englifh Company and gentlemen 
has received from Mahomed Allee, and 
other officers of your government; and 
that both your letters feem on the whole 
rather an evafion, than an anfwer to my 
reprefentations. I am therefore now, in 
my own name, and in the name of the 
gentlemen of Council, to give you the 
following account of what has been hi- 
therto refolved on by us. The Firmaun, 
and other public orders of the Court, 
together with the fubfequent treaties with 
the Nabobs, having been referred to, 
and ftrictly examined, we find that the 
Englifh, having the Company’s duftuck, 
are thereby entitled to carry on their 
trade, as well foreign as inland, in the 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, 
duty free. By the tenor of them there- 
fore the Council are determined to abide. 
We have however taken information of 
the cuftom that has hitherto prevailed in 
the different parts of the country, with 
refpect to the Englifh paying a duty on 
certain articles of inland trade, and from 
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thefe we learn, that the articles of falt’ 
and tobacco are the only ones which have 
paid fuch duty ; and that the latter ar- 
ticle has paid it only at the factories of 
Luckypoor and Dacca. This being the 
cafe, and as we do not mean to break 
entirely through this eftablifhed cuftom, 
although the aforementioned grants give 
us a full fanction to trade duty free, we 
have determined, that a confideration 
fhall continue to be paid to your govern- 
ment on falt, after the rate of two and 
half per cent. as will be explained to you 
by Mr. Amyatt *, and the method of 
collecting it fettled by him. With re- 
{pect to our gomaftahs, we cannot admit, 
that they fhall be under any actual con~ 
troul of the officers of your governmient ; 
but we have laid down certain-reguia- 
tions, whereby to reftrain them ftom 
committing injuries, or abufes on the 
country people, as well as to direct them 
to make their complaint to the chief of 
the factory, in cafe of receiving any from 

your 


* Who was at the fame confultation appointed 
to carry the refolutions of the Board to the Nabob. 
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your officers or dependents ; and the faid 
chief will take the neceflary meafures 
for putting a {top to them. 

Copiers of the Firmanun, hufbul- 
hookums and treaties, together with the 
rules for collecting the aforefaid duty on 
falt, and guiding the conduct of our go- 
maftahs and your officers, will be fent to 
you by Mr. Amyatt and Mr. Hay, whom 
myfelf, with the Council, have thought 
proper to depute, to explain to you more 
fully the juftice of thofe rights and pre- 
tenfions. 

Wi1THu refpect to the complaints which , 
have already been made, we do infift “ 
juftice againft all thofe officers of the 
government, who may be proved guilty 
of the extortions and obftructions laid to 
their charge; and that reparation fhall 
be made for the loffes occafioned thereby , 

On the other hand, all the complaints 
made by your officers in different parts 
of the country againft Englifh agents or 
gomaftahs, have been referred to the ex- 
amination of the gentlemen of the facto- 
ries, neareft to thofe places from whence 


Ce ~ the 
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the-complaints have come; and whate~ 
ver injuftic. it may appear they have 
committed, we fhall be particularly care- 
ful to caufe them to make amends for.” 


Tuis letter, as I have before obferv- 
ed, was to be wrote him by me as Pre- 
fident, which was the ufual form of the 
country correfpondence; but Mr. John- 
ftone, for fear the Nabob might not yet 
be fufficiently convinced of the autho- 
rity of the Council, moved, that a let- 
ter fhould be wrote him by the whole 
Board, to inform him, that all power be- 
lon ged to them. This motion was over- 
ruled by the majority, who thought it 
fuficient, that an addition fhould be 
made to the foregoing letter upon that 
fubjea. The following are the pro- 
céedings i in this debate, and the additi- 
onal paragraphs which were drawn up 
in confequence. 


Extract 
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Extraét# of Confultation of March 7, 1763. 
Mr. Johnftone’s Minute. 
R. JOHNSTONE moves, that a 
letter fhould now be wrote by 
the Board to the Nabob, in anfwer to the 
firft of his three demands, explaining to 
him the powers of the Council ; that it 
is with them in fact he aéts, altho’ their 
opinion is tran{mitted thro’ the channel 
of the Prefident ; and that therefore he 
fhould confider them in the firft degree. 
Further, that in it the Governor’s letter, 
containing the regulations, fhould be 
re-demanded ; and that the letters now 
fent fhould be figned by the Board, and 
fealed with the Company’s feal. 

Tue fecretary being directed to col- 
lect the opinions of the Board on this 
motion of Mr. Johnftone’s, the feveral 
members delivered the fame as follows. 

Mr. Watts’s Opinion. 

Mr. WatTTs is of opinion, that a 
paragraph fhould be inferted in the let- 
ter to be wrote to the Nabob, explain- 
ing to him the powers of the Board; and 
that the letter fent by Mr. Vanfittart to 


the 


ec 
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the Nabob, fhould be demanded back 
as from the Hoard; but that the letter 
now fent be forwarded under the Prefi- 
nent’s feal. 

Mr. Marriott's Opmion. 

Mr. Marriorr is of the fame opi~ 
nion with Mr. Watts. 

Mr. Hay’s Opinwn. 

Mn. Hay thinks, that the explana~ 
tion regarding the powers of the Coun- 
cil, fhould be made to the Nabob in a 
public letter, agreeable to Mr. John- 
ftone’s motion ; but that the demand for 
the letter containing the regulations, 
fhould be made in a letter under the 
Prefident’s feal. 

Mr. Uattings’s Oprinson. 

"Ture Company have plainly declared 
their intention, that all correfpondence 
with the country powers fhall be carried 
on thro’ the channel of the Governor ; 
and as an alteration of this cuftom will 
fubseht the Nabob (who has not been 
uféd to fach a method, nor can be 2 judge 
of the propriety of it) to preat perplex 
ties, and tend to create a breach betwéon 

us, 
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us, I obje& to any letter being wrote to 
the'Nabob, but with the Prefident’s feal. 

As to an explanation of the powers of 
the Board, the Nabob to my knowledge 
is well acquainted with them, nor is fuch 
an inforrnation in any wife neceffary. 

Izy is alfo unnecefiary to demand back 
the Governor’s letter to the Nabob, as 
it will of courfe be annulled by the new 
repulations. 


Mef: Cartier and Billers’s Opinion. 

Messrevurs Cartier and Billers are of 
the fame opinion with Mr. Watts. 

Mr. Batfon’s Opinion. 

Mr. Batson agrees with Mr. John- 
ftone in opinion, that the authority of 
the Board fhould be afferted, and the 
Governor’s written agreement be de- 
manded back; and that itis the intereft 
of the publick, that the corref{pondence 
fhould be carried on by the Board. 


Major Carnac’s Op:nion. 
JMajor Carnac is of opinion, that 
the Nabob either does not, or will not, 
underftand the powers of the Board; 


and 
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and therefore they ought to be foexplain- 
ed to him, as to admit of no difpute ; 
which cannot be done any way fo effec- 
tually, as by a letter wrote under the 
publick feal, as propofed by Mr. John- 
ftone in his minute; and that in the 
fameletter, the Governor’s, containing the 
regulations fhould be demanded back. 
Mr. Amyatt’s Opinion. 

Mr. AMyaTT is of Mr. Watts’s a- 
pinion. 

Major Adams’s Opinion. 

Major ApAms is of opinion, that 
the Nabob’s letters fhould be anfwered, 
by the Prefident, in the name of the 
Board, under his own feal, which with 
the purport of the letter, will fuffici- 
ently convince the Nabob, that the pow- 
er is lodged in the majority of the Coun- 
cil ; and he thinks the re-demanding the 
letter, will more properly become a part 
of the inftructions to Mef. Amyatt and 
Hay. 

The Prefident’s Opinion. 

Tue Prefident obferves, that he had 
already explained to the Nabob, more 

than 
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than once, the powers of the Board, 
when he wrote the letter in queftion ; 
but that as the Nabob now affects to be 
infenfible of the powers of the Board, 
and inftead of complying with his agree- 
ment, endeavors to make the worft ufe 
pofiible of the letter, he thinks he fhould 
be wrote to in the terms propofed by 
Mr. Johnftone; but that it fhould be 
wrote, in the ufual manner, through the 
channel of the Prefident, as any other 
method is contrary to the Company’s 
ftanding orders, as well as detrimental 
to their affairs. 

THe majority of the Board being of 
Mr. Watts’s opinion ; 

ORDERED, that two additional para- 
graphs, exprefling the fenfe thereof, be 
added to the letter, which is above-di- 
rected to be wrote to the Nabob by the- 
Prefident; that the whole letter be drawn 
up by the fecretary, from the refolutions: 
of Council; and when approved by the 
members, be fent to the tranflator, with 
directions to render it into Perfian, ap- 
plying to the Prefident for the moontheg, 

who 


30 A NARRATIVE ‘gf the 


who ufually writes the letters fox that 
purpofe.” -~ 


Copy of the additional Paragraph ta the 
Letter to the Nabob. 


ce Y OU mention in your letter, that 
it has been cuftomary for the Su- 

bahs of thefe provinces, to negotiate 
only with the Governor; and that you 
alfo have done heretofore, according to 
that cuftom, and that you will not nego- 
tiate with any of the gentlemen of 
Council. In anfwer to which, ¥ muft 
acquaint you, that although it is very 
true, negotiations with the Subahs are 
carried on by the Governor only, yet 
that, and all other bufinefs, depends up- 
on the opinion and determination of the 
Governor and Council together ; and, in 
this manner, affairs being confidered and 
refolved on, the Governor is only the 
channel through which it is made known 
to the Subshs, of which alfo you cannot 
but be fenfible, as I have often ac- 
quainted vou with it before. It is very 
true, 
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ene, that the regulations of trade, agreed 
on between you and me, are not approv- 
ed of by the Council, and therefore can- 
not take place; and further, the ill be- 
havior, and violent oppreflions, com- 
matted by your officers in all parts, by 
ap abufe, of the authority granted them 
by that agreement, are fo notorious and 
infupportable, that if they are not put an 
immediate ftop to, the friendfhip be- 
tween us will be broken ; and, as it is 
to be feared, they will continue to act 
in the fame manner, until they are ac- 
-quainted from you, that the intended 
“agreement is annulled; I defire you will 
fend back that letter to me, and acquaint 
your officers, in all parts, that you have 
{fo returned it.” 


THE obvious tendency of this motion 
points out, but too plainly, the factious 
{pirit which dictated it. Since nothing 
could have fo effectually convinced the 
Nabob, of the weaknefs of our govern- 
ment, and the power of his enemies ; 
befides, that by claiming his acknow- 

ledgment 
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ledgment of an authority, to which ‘fie 
had never hitherto been accuftomied ; and 
by throwing the correfpondence into a 
new channel, which he knew to be con- 
trary to the rules of our government, a 
fnare was laid to aggravate the difputeés, 
by his difowning that authority, or by 
the perplexity which it muft of courf 
lead him into, was he even inclined to 
comply with it. 

Tue difputes were now rifen to fuch 
an height, that it became neceffary, ¢i- 
ther to put an end to them, by a peace- 
able negotiation, or declare an open wat 
againft the Nabob. The former expe- 
dient was preferred ; and it was agreetf, 
that one of the members of the Board, 
fhould go on a deputation to the Nabob; 
and treat with him upon the terms of 
our future alliance. Mr. Amyatt offer- 
ed himfelf for this fervice, which was 
unanimoufly accepted ; and, at his own 
requeft, Mr. Hay was afterwards joined 
with him, in the fame commiffion, which 
was to take place as foon as the Nabob, 

who" 
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whe was immediate}y acquainted with 
it, would &gnify his approbation of it. 
AxouT this time, we received a let- 
ter from the Chief and Council at Patna, 
advifing us, that the Nabob was return- 
ed from his Napaul expedition, in which 
he had been defeated; and that he had 
croffed the river, and lay encamped at 

Jaffer Cawn’s garden, about two miles 
from the city. 

. Ir was now refolved, that a letter 
ffrould be wrote to the Nabob, infifting 
en a pofitive anfwer, to the demands 
made by the Board, for his annulling the 
orders, which he had given to his offi- 
cers. In the mean time, thofe orders 
fybfifting, and the unlimited powers, 
given to the fubordinate faCtories, were 
productive of daily difturbances, the na- 
tural confequences of jealoufies, inflam- 
ed to the higheft pitch on both fides. 
From Dacca advices arrived, of a fray 
hetween the officers of the government, 
and a party of feepoys difpatched to re- 
leafe fome boats that had been flopped 
at Jaffer Gunge, in which, the brother 

Vor. QI. D of 
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of thé chokeydar was flain, br dange- 
roully wounded; and, on the farne day, 
a letter from the gentlemen of Patna; 
informed us of their having fent an offi- 
cer, with three companies of feepoys, to 
Mow, to free the bufihefs of the facto- 
ry, which had received fome interruption 
at that place, and to feize the perfons 
concerned init. This the officer effect-. 
ed, taking Akbur Allee Cawn, the Na- 
bob’s collector, prifoner, whom he car-~ 
ried to Patna, and left a guard of twelve 
feepoys at Taajepoor, to take care of the' 
Company’s fait-petre. ‘The Nabob, inv 
cenfed at this outrage, committed al- 
moft before his eyes, in the firft impulf¢é 
of his paffion, fent out a party of soo" 
horfe to intercept the feepoys, and re- 
leafe. his officer ; but arriving too late for 
this fervice, they marched againft the’ 
{rnall detachment at Taajepoor, and at- 
tacked it. The feepoys defended them- 
felves with great bravery, but four of 
the-number being killed, the reft fub- 
mitted, and were carried, with the Com- 
peny's gomaftah, prifoners before the- 
" Nabob, 
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Nabeb, who cantented himfelf with re- 
primanding the gomaftah, for being the- 
inftrument of fuch an infult on his dig- 
nity, and difmiffed them. 

Tu Nabob’s behavior, upon this oc- 
cafion, fhews how much he was irritat- 
ed by it; and, at the fame time, how 
careful he was, even upon the greateft 
provecation, to avoid coming to extre- 
mities. The hircarras, or other bufy 
people, about the factory, took occafion, 
upon this event, to carry news to Mr. 
Ellis, that the Nabob was refolved to 
march back immediately from Ponarac, 
where he then lay encamped, and attack 
the factory. Mr. Ellis, whofe animofi- 
ty againft the Nabob, and wifhes for a 
rupture, made him give eafy credit toevery 
fuch report, f{pread their intelligence 
without delay ; we were informed of it 
by. the Chief and Council at Patna, in 
their letter of the 15th, and of their 
own refolution in that cafe, to poffefs 
themfelves of the city. This I now dai- 
ly expefted to hear of, for I, but too 
plainly faw, that Mr. Ellis fought only 

D 2 a pre- 
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a pretence to commence open hoftilities ; 
but ‘the prefent occafion was happily rd 
moved by the Nabob’s prudence,‘in pro-~’ 
ceeding directly to Mongheer; wher@he 
arrived foon after. ye | 
Tue letters from Mr. Ellis and the 
Council of Patna, and thofe from ‘thé 
WNabob, upon the above tranfaCtions, tho” 
little differing in the relation of the plair 
matters of fact, I fhall notwithftandiry? 
infert, as they contain the moft evidetit 
tnarks of the difpofition of each at this 
time. : 


Copy of a Letter from the Chief and Coun- 
cil at Patna fo the Governor and Coun+ 
cil. Dated March 6, 1763. : 

es E now enclofe you tranflatg of 

a letter from the Company’s 
gomaftah at Mow, which will give you 

a pretty juft idea of what lengths the 

Webob intended praceeding to, and how 

greatly he would have diftreffed our af- 

fairs, had he not been timely checked. 

' Barty this morning we detached three 

cOmpanies of feepoys to Mow, under 

es 7 : “the 
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the command of lieutenant Downie, with 
orders to clear the Company’s bufinefs, 
in. that diftrict, and feize all thofe who 
have interrupted it, agreeable to your 
direGions. We beg your further orders 
with regard to punifhing them, and can- 
not help ebferving, how neceflary it is 
that fome examples fhould be made, in 
arder to put an effectual ftop to this 
growing evil. 
THE Nabob marched two days ago 
from Jafhier Cawn’s garden, and is now 
encamped near Futtuah.” 


Liopy of a Letter from the Nabob fo the 
Governor. Dated March 5, 1763. 
ia {# AVE had the pleafure duly,tg re- 
_,- ceive three of your favors; dated 
the 7th and 8th of Shaaban, and under- 
fiend the particulars mentioned in them. 
. AT a time when this government was 
loaded with a balance of revenues due to 
the King, the arrears of the troops, and 
debts owing to the Englifh, I marched 
out of Benpal, and repaired to the ex- 
4zemity of the province of Bahar, in or- 

D 3 der 
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der to fettle thefe matters. That coun- 
try being thus left without a ruler, every 
village and diftri€t became ruined by the 
oppreffions of the Englith agents and go- 
maftahs, an entire ftop was put to col- 
lecting the revenues, and the merchants, 
and the poor, and all my officers, and 
muttafeddees of the public and private 
receipts of cuftom, were diftrefled, and 
deprived of their daily bread ; and I am 
a fufferer in the revenues due to my ad- 
miniftration, by near a krore of rupees. 
I have in the mean while made continual 
complaints and reprefentations of this 
injuftice, and informed you particularly 
and circumftantially of all matters: ne- 
verthelefs you have been pleafed to ob- 

ferve, that my officers are to blame. 
WHEN you favoured me with a vifit 
at Mongheer, I laid before you all my 
concerns. You were very earneft in fet- 
tling all difputes between my goverment, 
and the Englifh Company and gentlemen, 
and their gomaftahs : and you in fome 
meafure comforted me, and perfuaded 
me, that ** from that time bufinefs would 
‘ a cs be 
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« hecatried.on ina proper manner,and my 
** gavernment neither injured, oppreffed, 
“‘ or damaged.” Afterwards,on yourretufn 
to Calcutta, contrary to your agreement 
with me, you detached forces, to carry 
on the bufinefs of the Company and Eng- 
lith gentlemen by compulfion, and to 
beat and chaftife my officers if they of- 
fered to fpeak a word. For thefe three 
years I have not got a fingle rupee, nor 
a thoufand rupees ; nor one piece, nor ten 
pieces of cloth ; nor a bundle of broad 
cloth, nor ten bundles; nor a pair of fcif- 
fars, nor fo much as aclafpknife, fromthe 
Einglith gentlemen, or their gomaitahs’; 
at the fame time, they have by violence 
levied fines and penalties, and fums for 
loffes in their trade, on my officers, and 
{till continue to levy them ; and if any of 
my officers refufes to f{ubmit to this, they 
pour a ftorm of complaints on his head. 
LATELY you have repeatedly ordered 
me, ‘* to let the bufinefs of the Com- 
.** pany, and the Englifh gentlemen, and 
_** their gomaftahs, goon as was cufto- 
<¢ mary heretofore_in the different parts 
«* of the provinces of Bengal and Bahar ; 
" D 4 ‘¢ to 
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“xsaifudter! the.4money and ‘bullion of 
Sf, yaur factories.to be coined into Geirag 
(nin my mints; and to have the wicket 
«© and intrenchment in thé city of Patna 
«¢ opened.” I not having it in my power 
Yo refufe, have given you the free ufe'of 
my mint, and directed the wicket to be 
pened, and a ftop to be put to coffect- 
ng cuftoms upon traffick in the com- 
modities of my country, from all mer- 
wharnts, pykars, and dilolls, in the pro- 
vintes of Bahar and Bengal ; and I have 
Jiad all gauts and chokeys, both in the 
leity. and country round about, entirely 
*Femoved . 

(tArt thefe my loffes, are owing en- 
wirely to the favor and indulgence of the 
-@MouticH s becaufe that my being like the 
- Wabbb Meer Jaffier indebted to his Ma- 
Hefty, and embarraffed by my troops, and 
[reduedd to his Gtuation, is what they ap- 
“Sproveof. However, Ican never approve 

ef ‘ny! people and merchants being dif- 
“ug¢eied; my country opprefied, myfelf 
~gelpifed, dnd fpbjected to daily infults, 

eta sivyuoffi¢ers.and. fervants ill treated. 
2tI have therefore chofen to give up all 
thofe 
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thofe pbints to you. Now I am in ex- 
pectation of your anfwer, to inform me 
af my life is fafe; or if there is any 
thing elfe to be done °” 


From the Nabob fo the Governor, dated 
March 5, 1763. : 

Y OUR friendly letter, dated the 
Sth of Shaaban, is arrived, and 

I am happy with the news of your welfare. 
You write, that the opinion of the 
Council is as follows. ‘* They are all ve- 
«« ry defirous of affifting and fupporting 
«“ me in my government, but cannot 
bear with patience, that my offieess 
fhould impede or damage their com- 
‘¢ merce; that the report of your fetting 
** up another Nabob is the weak infany- 
ation of defigning men; that the re- 
< {olution of the Board is, to make fuch 
«* an agreement in purfuance of the royal 
Firmaun, and the rules of equity, as 
may leave no room for difpute in fu- 
ture, between my officers and their 
«* pomaftahs.” How can 1 bring my~ 
feif firmly to credit this, fince Mr. Ets 
- 4 } 1s 
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is gone of the Gouncil, who, far thefe twa 
years paft, has been endeavoring all, in 
his. power to hurt my affairs, and make 
me appear little in the eves of the worlds 
nay, is at this time taking pains daily to 
involve me in trouble, parading his com- 
panies of feepoys to provoke me; and o- 
mitting no opportunity of depreciating 
she both in this my own country, and to 
Shuja-ul Dowla, and other great men at 
cotrt, fending ail whatever he can de- 
vife to my difcredit, by means of Shitab- 
soy to Shuja-ul Dowla, &c. and faying 
alfo whatever comes uppermoft in his 
mind tomy prejudice in public affembhes? 

In regard to what you write concern- 
im the royal Firmaun, and your having 
im view the preparation of another trea- 
ty} ~whentyou favored me with your com- 
pany at Monghieer, Etold your frequent- 
ly, that * the power of your people was 
‘* great, but I had little to oppofe it. I 
“) defired you to cotifider, nor entertain 
« che notion, that any agreement would 
‘¢ ‘Be binding with people accuftomed to 
<< acts of opprefiion.” Is not this an in- 

ftance 
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ftance of oppreffion, that the falt-petre 
farms, which I have allowed unto you 
gentlemen, upon the produce of which 
you ufed to pay formerly three, and three 
and half rupees per maund, you now for- 
cibly hold at one andthree-fourth of aru- 
pee, plundering and injuring my people? 
In this manner my country is togoto ruin, 
and I may not utter a word. Befides all 
this, you write, that it is my own ofh- 
cers who create thefe difturbances, ex- 
ercife oppreffion, and injure the falt-pe- 
tre farm. ‘This being the cafe, how can 
any treaty ftand good between us? And 
how can it take effe@, if {uch opprefiion. 
continues ? Befides, as you have difpatch- 
ed the Company’s troops to chaftife my 
officers, if they but murmur at thefe e- 
vils, why need you trouble yousfelves to 
make any other treaty? Jn my tfervice, 
there is not one who can prejudice me 
againft you in any affair. Under you 
there ts Mr. Ellis, who fails not to pre~ 
judice you with evil infinuations againft 
me, as you mit fee and be fenfible, 
tho’ you conniveat it, and fay nothing on 
the 
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ts cfs 7 
the fubjeat sr but you are ‘pleafed to think 
({donot know upon what grounds) rinat I 
have evil-minded people in my fervice. - 

Iam at lofs how to a& under thefe 
cenfures, and muft own myfelf infyfiz 
cient, if regulations of this nature take. 
place. Be pleafed, therefore, to fet me 
free from the uneafineffes of fuchanadmi- 
niftration ; and fet up a perfon for cgqnr 
ducting it, whom the Council may bet- 
ter approve. 

Fux well I know, that they will 
both condemn me, and injure your good. 
name, and bring this about at laft. Why 
da they wait for a charge againft me? Ie 
is not the part of honeft men, to bring 
an unjuft charge againft any one, witha 
view to compafs other defigns; it ig 
better that you do it at this time.” __, 


Copy of a Letter from the Chief and 
‘Council at Patna, to the Governor an 
Countil. Dated March 12, 1763. 
“Pi E following i is an extrac of 2 

lettes, from lieutenant Downie 

to ‘the Chief, received laft night. « I 

«¢ have 
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«« have the pleafure to acquaint you, t that 
ae have joft now {eized Meet ‘Acbiit 
<¢ ‘Atlee, whom I fhall fend to you; I 
«¢ have likewife taken pofieffion of the 
«¢ falt-petre he feized from the Compa- 
«* ny, and that which he collected from 
«<7his perganah, and fhall have it carri- 
<¢ ed to Mow as foon as poffible. I will 

‘tow proceed to Durbunghy, to catch - 
‘: the other oppofer of the Company's 
“*- trade.” 

Meer Acsur ALLEE arrived here 
about noon, under the charge of a fu- 
bahdar, and so feepoys; we have called’ 
him before us, and the excufe he makes 
for his violent proceedings, is, that he 
was fetting up to act as the Company’s’ 
gotiaftah. We again repeat our requeft, 
that you will favor us with your orders, 
what we are to do with this man, or any 
other, who may act in the like manner.’ 


Copy ¢ of a Letter from the Ghief and Coun- 
cil at Patna to the Governor and Coun- 
cil. Dated March 15, 1763. 


Wi acquainted you the "Sth, 


sani lieutenant Downie had 
“made 


46 ANARRATIVE ef the’. 


made Meer Acbur Allse a prifoner, and 
taken poffeffion of the Company’s petre 
at Taajepoor, where he left it in charge 
of a havaldar, a naick, and twelve fee- 
poys, till it fhould be removed to the 
factory at Mow. ‘This patty was at- 
tacked by a body of soo horfe, fent-for 
that purpofe from the Nabob’s camp, by 
whom four of them have been killed, 
three wounded, and the remainder, with 
the Company’s gomaftah, carried pri- 
foners to the Nabob. ‘The Nabob has 
halted at Ponarac, and we have intelli- 
gence, that he propofes returning here 
to attack us. Should he carry his threats 
into execution, we fhall immediately pof- 
fefs ourfelves of the city, as the moft 
effectual means of rendering his evil de- 
figns abortive;” 


Copy of a Letter from the Nabob fo the 
Governor. Dated March 11, 1763. 
vy OUR two favors are arrived, and 

have rejoiced me. You write, 
ee "that Mr. Middleton, who refades at. 


ss Luckypoor, wrote a letter:'to you, and 
Pr c¢ the 
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««. the reft of the Council; that you have 
<<, fent me 2 tranflation thereof, with 
<¢ copies of the letters which Aca Ma- 
‘<« homed Nizam, andSyed Buddul Cawn 
‘<< wrote to the faid gentleman, and o- 
‘<¢-thers. ‘That Golam Hoflein is a 
<¢ moonthee of the Company’s factory, 
<« and Mahomed Gazy, collector of the 
¢ Company’staalook, annexed to Lucky- 
“¢ poor; that now Mahomed Allee wants 
<¢ to plunder the officers aforefaid, and 
«* feize their perfons; that it has been 
<¢ always an eftablifhed rule, that the 
fervants cof the Company remain at 
“<‘ the difpofal, and in the poffeffion 
<< of the Company ; and Mahomed Al-~ 
lee Beg wants to break through it; 
‘© ¢hat the faid taalook has been in the 
<< poffeffion of the Company, from the ° 
“© time of Meer Mahomed Jafhler Cawn. 
«¢*Moreover, that Cootub Aalum, my™ 
officer at Rajemahl, wrote a letter to 
Mr. George Gray, a copy of which 
<* ‘you have alfo fent; that he, in like 
miarmner, wants to feize upon the Com- 
«« pany’s taalook, and to remove the ba- 

“¢ Zar 
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<< gar of the factory; that you have 
«* fent mea copy of the letter you wrote 
<* tohim ; that you are defirous of a ftop 
<s being put to thefe difputes ; and that 
<< the bufinefs of both our governments. 

may be carried on in a proper mah- 
<< ner; but it is daily difturbed by the 
villainous proceedings of my officers, 
particularly Mahomed Allee Beg ; 
further, that Syed Jelaul Bocary ftops 
your boats laden with falt, and demands 
<< extraordinary duties upon them.” 

‘Tne tranflated copies of Mr. Middie~ 
ton’s letters are arrived, and I fully un-- 
derftand the purport of them. 

Since all this wrangling on the part 
of the gentlemen has arifen on account 
of duties, I have, for that reafon, put a 
ftop to the collecting of duties, and cuf- 
toms, in all diftricts of the provinces; 
fubject to me, as well as to coining of 
money in all my mints; I have alfo had 
the wicket in Patna opened, as I before: 
wrote for your information. Now thar 
you are pleafed to write complaintsagaintt 


Mahomed — Beg, I have removed 


him 


| 
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him from Dacca, and fent for him hi- 
ther ; fo you may chufe whom you will, 
amongit the Europeans, to take the ma- 
nagement of Dacca. Although Maho- 
med Allee Beg has neither plundered any 
one, nor placed guards upon the houfe 
of one individual; yet to put an end to 
all the blame which you heap upon me, 
I have fent for him hither. But Ellis is 
he who has twice committed thefe dif- 
turbances, and not long fince placed a 
guard upon my own dwelling, I mean 
the fort of Mongheer; and, at this ve- 
ry time, has detached three companies 
ef feepeys, and two pieces of cannon, 
with intent to feize my officers, and has 
actually furrounded the fort of Taaje- 
poor. I know not the reafon of all thefe 
infults from the faid Ellis, nor will I 
put up with fuch violent proceedings 
from him, wherefore I have written as: 
much for your information.” 

Capy of a Letter from the Nabob fo the 
Governor. Dated March 14, 1763. 
‘<< TT has been owing folely to the 

friendfhip and regard which I bear 
Vot. III. E to 
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‘to you, that I have hitherto conftantly 
borh in my mind, the marks of your fa- 
vor; and, for the friendfthip and kind- 
nefs which you have fhewn to me, I 
have put up with every thing until now, 
that my patience is quite exhautfted. 
Whatever is to be done, do you, Sir, do 
it yourfelf; why fhould youcaufe my au- 
thority to be infulted, and my honor in- 
jured, by your fervants, and people of 
low character ? One man may eafily con- 
tinue in friendfhip to one man; but 
to be dependent upon ten people, is be- 
vond the power of man. 

I HAVE, in no wife, been deficient in 
the obfervance of the treaties which you 
made with me, but, from the beginning, 
have fcrupuloufly complied with all my 
agreements. 

AT this time, that you have been 
pleafed to write to me to keep: open the 
wicket, and entrenchment in the ci- 
ty of Patna, and for trade to go on as 
ufual, I paid all due refpect to your let- 
ter, and immediately complied: with its 
contents. Thad fent for Mahomed Allee 

Beg 
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Beg from Dacta, and I was on.my way 
from Patna towards Rajemahl, and had 
reached Barr, when Mr. Ellis fent three 
companies of feepoys, with two guns, 
in order to furround my fortrefs of 'Taa- 
jepoor, befides other companies towards 
Durbunga, Mow, Teegra, Sircar Sarum, 
Tekarry, and other diftri€ts in different 
parts of the province, by which my af- 
fairs -have been fo much hurt, that an 
entire ftop is put to the collection of my 
revenues. 

I KNEW not in what light to confider 
all thefe difturbances, plunderings and 
ravages; fo, upon information of this 
news, I difpatched Mahomed Ameen 
Cawn, one of my jemmatdars, towards 
Taajepoor, that he might enquire par- 
ticularly, and bring me intelligence of 
the caufe of fo much diforder. He had 
not reached the place, before the com- 
panies above-mentioned had taken hold 
of Acbur Allee, Naib of Sheer Zaman, 
my aumil at Taajepoor, and carried 
him away to Patna. My jemmatdar 
wrote me thefe particulars ; in anfwer to 

E 2 which, 
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which, I fent him orders to bring your 
gomaftah, refiding at the factory of Taaje- 
poor to me, thatI might enquire of him, 
why my aumil had been feized and car- 
carried away. 

WueEen Mahomed Ameen Cawn drew 
nigh to the factory, your feepoys there, 
by order of the gomaftah, fired upon him 
without challenging him. My jemmat- 
dar, having no other refource, made ufe 
of the force that he had, feized your go- 
maftah, and brought himtome. Iex- 
amined into this affair in the beft man- 
ner, and then difmiffed your gomaftah. 
I found from him, that my aumil was 
by no means in fault ; but Ellis, having 
fixed the blame of all thefe tumults and 
diforders upon my aumils, under pre- 
tence of the falt-petre, merely from his 
own hatred to me, and violence of tem- 
per, has created thefe difturbances, and 
perfeveres in them. You wrote me here- 
tofore, that by keeping the wicket in 
the city of Patna fhut, a report would 
ig all probability prevail amongft the 
people, that the Company and I'were 

at 
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at variance. Ellis fortwo years paft has 
been making all thefe difturbances, in 
order to demean me, and injure my af- 
fairs. Ought I not to be informed, how 
I am to confider thefe proceedings, and 
what is the reafon of them ? You are my 
friend, bound to free me from all thefe 
infults, which I never can bear with. 
Since the faid gentleman has proceeded 
to acts of violence againft my officers, 
fhould my officers, for the fake of their 
characters, {ftand upon the defenfive, you 
are not to reproach me with it; but if 
you are inclined to allow of Mr. Ellis’s 
actions, you will do well to give the 
cquntry to him, that you and I may be 
freed from the vexations of it; for I am 
convinced, that the Council will not put 
an end to thefe difputes. 

I wave halted here at Barr two days, 
on account of this affair; to-morrow I 
fhall march towards Mongheer. 

Copy of a Letter from the Nabob fo the 
Governor. Dated March 15, 1763. 
a. I Have been favored with your let- 
ter, together with copies of a per- 

E 3 wannah 
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wannah toMahomed Allee Beg, and other 
papers. You write, “that Mr. Seniar paid 
<< theduties upon4ooomaundsoffaltatthe 
‘¢ Shahbunder, took a pafs, and difpatched 
his falt; but Syed Jelaul Bocary ftop- 
ped it, and required a further duty up- 
on it. That at Rungpoor, a duty is de- 
manded upon all kinds of goods; upon 
‘¢ which account, the bufinefs of the 
Englifh gentlemen, and their gomaf- 
*‘ tahs, is entirely ftopped. That at 
«< Shewgunge, belonging to Dinagepoor, 
Ramnaut, my Naib there, has col- 
<« lected money, under pretence of a tax, 
<< for the fupport of poor and indigent 
people. That Roy Mohunloll, aumil 
‘© of Bahar, demands a duty upon opi- 
«cum. That as your gomattahs, about 
<« Rangamettee, are diftrefied through 
a {carcity of pravifions, you have fent 
«<< fome feepoys thither, ta bring Syed 
<¢ Jelaul Bocary to you.” 

FRom the beginning to this time I 
have looked upon myfelf as obliged to 
you; and have affented to every thing 


you either fpoke, wrote, or negotiated 
with 


é 


¢ 


| 


. 


w 


é 


“A 


€ 


A“ 


ta) 


é 


€ 


a 


Tranfactions in BENGAL. 55 


with me, upon any affair whatever. I 
have to preferve the friendfhip between 
us, put an entire ftop to the collection 
of all kinds of duties, and cuftoms upon 
merchandize, as well inland as foreign, 
both from you and the reft of the Eng- 
lifh gentlemen; and all other people both 
great and {mall; nay, tho’ it was plain- 
ly to the detriment of my affairs, yet to 
avoid all difputes between your govern- 
ment and mine, I have fhut up all my 
mints ; and I have likewife fent for Ma- 
homed Allee Beg from Dacca. Now 
you will pleafe to confider if you have 
{poken, or written to me, upon any other 

matter, that I have not complied with. 
NotTwiTHSTANDING all this that I 
have done to preferve your efteem, and 
although you have exprefied the fincereft 
friendfhip, and regard for me, yet your 
fending feepoys to fe1ze my officers and 
bring them to you, will convince all 
mankind, what folid foundation the 
friendfhip and love between us 1s built 
upon. Thefe kinds of reports may be 
E 4 fuitable 
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fuitable to your intentions, but they 
are by no means agreeable to mine. 

I roLip you face to face, and have 
written again and again to you, that on 
account of the difference of difpofition, 
betwixt me and the Englifh gentlemen ; 
I looked upon myfelf as infufficient for 
this employment; accordingly, it were 
much better, that in the fame manner 
as they gave it once to me, they now de- 
liver it over to whomfoever they may 
think proper. 

Ir is very far from the character be- 
coming you, to write me letters breath- 
ing nothing but friendfhip ; and, at the 
fame time, to give ear to the unjuft 
reports of your own people, and take 
{teps towards a rupture. 

IF you are willing to fhew yourfelf a 
friend, immediately order back Syed 
Jelaul Bocary, to his own diftri@; and 
break not up the foundation of our 
frigndfhip ; 1n doing which, by the by, 
yqu are not backward; fince, I think 
there is no great favor in fending your 
fegpays again{t my officers, and in writ- 

: ing 
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ing to me on fuch fubjects. If you are 
{till refolved to make ufe of forces, do 
not write to me, for I will not return 
you an anfwer upon fuch matters. 

In the Nabob’s ewn Hand. 

Sucu difturbances as the Englifh have 
fet on foot, were never known in any 
government, till the time of Meer Ma- 
homed Jafher Cawn; that they fhould 
fend feepoys and feize the officers of the 
goverment, and carry them away; at 
the fame time, that the Nazim was look- 
ing on, without taking notice of it. All 
my forbearance has been owing entirely 
to the friendfhip between you and me. 
If the Englifh gomaftahs will carry 
on their trade, according to the cuftom 
practifed by other merchants, it is well. 
If not, I have no refource, but to make 
ufe, as you do, of expreffions tending 
to diffolve our friendfhip. My reputa- 
tion and honor are dearer to me than 
life. If you are inclined to let friendfhip 
fubfift between us, you ought to lay a- 
fide thefe difturbances and altercations, 
which muft produce a rupture; and if 

you 
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you are inclined to break with me, let 
me know it immediately, that I may have 
nothing further to do with thefe things, 
for I can bear them no longer.” 


Tue Nabob’s letters of the 11th, 14th, 
and 15th of March, having been read in 
Council, the 24th, it was refolved, that 
the following anfwer fhould be wrote 
him by me as Prefident. 


Copy of the Letter ta the Nabob. Daf- 
ed March 24, 1763. 

e I HaAveE received your letters of the 
1ith, 14th, and 15th inftant. With 
regard to the interruptions of our trade, 
and the difputes which have happened 
between the dependents of your go- 
vernment and ours; our original orders 
were to apply to you, and your officers, 
for redrefs, on any occafion of complaint 
on our part; but this was fo often done 
without effect, that finding the inter- 
reptions and difturbances daily increafe, 
infomuch that our bufinefs was, in moft 
parts, put an entire ftop to; we had no 
remedy 
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remedy left to make ufe of, but that of 
force, to free our bufinefs; and there- 
fore, difagreeable as it was to us, we 
were obliged to give fuch orders to all 
the faétories, of which you have been be- 
fore duly advifed. 

Wat Mr. Ellis has done in the 
Patna province, for clearing the Compa- 
ny’s bufinefs, was agreeable to the faid 
orders, fent him by the Board; and I 
muft here particularly obferve, with ref- 
pect to that gentleman’s not applying to 
you for redrefs on any occafion, that you 
have abfolutely put it out of his power, 
by declaring, that you would not anfwer 
any of his letters, and having really left 
unanfwered four which he actually wrote 
you. 

I po not find that you have yet given 
orders to any of your officers to forbear 
from obftructing our bufinefs, as they 
ftill continue to do it, to the utmoft of 
their power, excepting in thofe places 
where our troops are actually ftationed 
for its protection ; when you have given 
fuch orders as fhall put an end to thofe 

- obftruc- 
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obftruGtions, we, on our part, will nat 
interfere with your officers, or the affairs 
of your government. 

I HAVE wrote you before of our re- 
folutions and demands, and now I again 
acquaint you, that we fhall infift upon 
a compliance with them in every point. 
Myfelf, as well as the Council, are hear- 
tily refolved to fupport you in your go- 
vernment, and all its rights; but if you 
oppofe our people in the execution of 
orders, which we have authorized, and 
with which you have been acquainted, 
we fhall look upon fuch a conduct as an 
open declaration of war; but to fhew 
you our earneft defire to prevent fuch 
an event, we continue in our refolution 
to fend to you Mr. Amyatt (who will be 
accompanied by Mr. Hay) for the pur- 
pofe we have before wrote you, as foon 
as we fhall receive your anfwer to that 
letter. 

I must in this letter take notice of 
two particular phrafes, that you make 
ufe of, fervants and men of low character. 
i am very unwilling to fuppofe youcould, 


by 
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by fuch unbecoming expreffions, mean 
the gentlemen of Council; but they with 
me infift upon an explanation, as we 
will by no means {fuffer ourfelves to be 
treated with difrefpect.” 


In my letterto the Board from Mong- 
heer, which contained the regulations 
made with the Nabob, I mentioned 2 
refolution expreffed by him, to abolifh 
all duties whatever in his dominions, to 
avoid the daily difputes between our peo- 
ple and his officers, who collected them. 
This he now actually put in execution, 
as appears by fome of the foregoing let- 
ters. It was known at Calcutta by pri- 
vate advices, before the receipt of thofe 
letters, and became the fubject of a frefh 
difpute, which was opened by Mr. John- 
ftone in confultation, the 22d of March. 
As all the arguments on this fubject are 
fully {tated in the minutes entered upon 
it, by the feveral members of the Board, 
I fhall only enter thofe minutes, adding, 
that it was refolved upon, by a great mat 
jority, that this exemption was a breach 


of 
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of the Company’s privileges; and that 
the Nabob fhould be pofitively required 
to recall it; and colle& duties as before 
from the country merchants, and all o- 
ther perfons who had not the protectron 
of the Company’s duftuck. 
Mr. Johnitone’s Minute. 
<< No public advices having been yet 
received from the Chief and Council at 
Patna; and the inftructions for Mef. A- 
myatt and Hay being now lying for con- 
fideration; Mr. Johniftone begs leave to 
deliver in copies of funnuds, iffued at 
Patna, &c. by the Nabob, received in 
private letters, ordering an exemption 
to all merchants from duties of every 
kind on their trade for two years. As 
this proceeding appears deftructive to 
the Company’s royal privilegesandrights, 
Mr. Johnftone thinks it merits the con- 
fideration of the Board, to concert mea- 
fures to prevent this injurious attempt of 
the Nabob, which he conceives beyond 
his authority as a Subah, raifed and fup- 
ported by us, without any revocation of 
our grants, by the King himielf; and 
that 
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that we neither can, nor ought to ad- 
mit of it, confrftently with the truft re- 
pofed in us by the Company, while they 
have placed the means of fupporting 
their rights in our hands. 
Mr. Watts’s Opinion. 
«<Mr.WatT ts is of opinion, that the 
Nabob’s taking off duties on all goods, 
muft be highly detrimental to the Corn- 
pany’s trade ; that it is a ftep ke, as Su- 
bah of Bengal, has no authority to do 
without permiffion from the Mogul ; and 
as the Mogul has always deemed the 
Englifh, in a much fuperior light to the 
Nabob, he thinks it is incumbent on 
them to infift, that the duties be col- 
lected from other merchants as formerly, 
otherwife our privileges, granted to us 
by the Firmaun, &c. will be entirely 
overfet.”” 
Mr. Marriott’s Opinion. 
<¢ Mr. Marriorr thinks, that the 
Nabob, in iffuing out the late perwannah 
to take off duties from all trade, has 
acted quite contrary to the Company’s 
intereft; and muft, if not put a ftop to, 
prevent 
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prevent our procuring the ufual inveft- 
ment, as the goods in confequence will 
be dearer, the quantity fmaller, and the 
quality much inferior. 

TuatT this order appears to have been 
done with a defign to prejudice the Eng- 
lifh affairs in this country as much as pof- 
fible, as the rights and privileges we hold 
over other European nations; and the 
natives of this country, are now become 
void, and what has coft the Company 
fo great an expence of blood and trea- 
fure, is now rendered of no fignification. 

Tuat the making our Firmaun pri- 
vilege of no effect, which he has done by 
this order, is the fame as if he had en- 
tirely prevented us trading with a Com- 
pany’s duftuck, and demanded duties as 
he has lately done. 

THAT we ought, at all rates, to infift 


on his recalling thefe orders, and fhould 
he refufe, look upon it as a downright 


declaration againft the Company’s in- 
tereft, and act with him as an infringer 
of our rights.” 


Mr. 
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Mr. Hay’s Opinion. 

_ It appears to Mr. Hay, that the Na- 
bob’s remitting the duties on the whole 
trade of thefe provinces for two years, is 
done with no other defign, than to pre- 
‘judice the affairs of the Englifh, and ren- 
der of as little ufe as poffible, the pri- 
vileges they enjoy by the grants they, are 
pofiefied of ; and that this ftep has been 
pointed out to him by the Armenians, or 
fome others, whofe intereft it is, that the 
gnglith fhould be loaded with that, more 
than double cuftom of nine per cent. in 
hopes that the Company, within the 
{pace of two years, may, from an 
apprehenfion of their own trade being 
hurt, order that this extravagant duty 
fhould be paid, or that the inland trade 
fhould not be carried on by their fer- 
vants. ‘The Nabob will be no lofer by 
this meafure, for he will undoubtedly, 
at the end of the two years, make the 
merchants anfwerable to him for the du- 
ties on the goods, in which they trade 
in the interim. ‘This is the beginning 
of a game that will, no doubt, if a ftop 
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ign*mot put to it, be continually played 
to the difadvantage of the Englifh Com- 
pany. Mr. Hay is therefore of opinion, 
that it fhould be made known to the 
Nabob, that we look on this meafurd is 
defigned to prejudice the Company’s af- 
fairs; and that we will not quietly fee 
him proceed in meafures, that can an- 
iwer no other purpofe than the overfet- 
ting our privileges. 
Mr. Johnftone’s Opinion. 

I £NTIRELY agree with Mr. Hay’s 
epinion. I have heard it urged, that 
the Nabob is mafter in his territories, and 
may therefore remit to his fubjects any 
‘advantage accruing to his revenues, by 

‘qluties colleGed in the country. To me 
3t' appears quite otherwife, nor can I cen- 
ceive that the Nabob, whom we have 

sratled to the Subahfhip, and have hither- 
to fupported him in it by force of arms, 
in oppofition to the King, can ever have 
thereby acquired a right to undermine, 
and entirely ruin, the rights and adyan- 
tapes, the Company, at an immenft,ex- 

Ygence, obtained by grants from the fo- 

ae vereign 
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vereigny of the kingdom, or by treaties 
with the foregoing Subahs; all which 
this man has bound himfelf to maintain, 
and confirm to us in their falleft extent. 
Had fuch an attempt been made by Jaf- 
fier Allee Cawn, or Serajah Dowla, to 
render of no ufe and effect, the fingular 
advantage our nation enjoyed, by the 
privilege of carrying on their trade un- 
der the duftuck; furely, every one muft 
have confidered fuch proceedings as the 
plaineft declaration of their enmity, ill- 
will, and fixed refolution to ruin our 
trade, fuperiority, and influence through 
the country, by reducing us on a foot- 
ing with all other European or foreign 
traders, and even with the very Bengal 
inhabitants. JI imagine, that no power 
we have been pleafed to inveft this Na- 
bob with, can ever authorize him to take 
fuch a ftep, to the prejudice of the Com- 
pany, or juftify us to our employers, to 
permit it to take place. Nothing lefs 
than an order from the King at Delly, 
could claim our regard in this point ;. 
and even that I believe the Company 
" F 2 would 
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putation to him would appear to me ra- 
ther hurtful than beneficial. 
Mr. Cartier’s Opinion. 
Mr. Carrier efteems the copy of a 
fannud, from Coffim Allee Cawn, to 
‘the Naib of Patna, directing him to lay 
open the trade of the country to the 
natives, &c. for the {pace of two years, 
free of all duties and taxes, purpofely 
done to render void, and counteract thofe 
regulations we have been deliberating 
upon, for thefe laft two months, for the 
better e{tablifhment of our particular pri- 
vileges, and to fet proper bqundaries to 
our own, as well as the Nabob’s power. 
That this grant will very materially af- 
fect the Honorable Company’s inveft- 
Ament in every branch, not only in point 
of price, but the amount of their order ; 
that the former will be greatly inhan- 
ced, as the latter proportionably decrea- 
fed, from the fwarm of purchafers this 
indulgence muft neceffarily produce; and 
that the Honorable Company’s particular 
privileges and grants, derived to, them 
from the authority of the great Mogul, 
<2 F 3 will 
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will be rendered invalid, and of no con- 
fequence by this ftep; that we are ftrang- 
ly interefted, from every motive of good 
and wife policy, to prevent the fame from 
taking effect, more particularly as its 
taking place would overfet our influence, 
and ruin that diftinguifhing mark of fa- 
vor, received from the Court of Delly. 
That if it be allowed a right inherent 
in the Nabob, to do as he pleafes with 
the revenues of his country, and to fhew 
all manner of indulgencies to his fub- 
jects ; it will as naturally follow, that it 
becomes necefiary in us, to prevent any 
innovation in his government, that muft 
evidently be attended with bad confe- 
quences to the Honorable Company’s af- 
fairs; he is therefore of opinion, that all 
poffible endeavors fhould be tried to pre- 
vent this funnud from taking effecé ; and 
that the methods necefiary to be applied 
to an{wer this purpofe, merit the confi- 
deration of the Board. 
Mr. Billers’s Opinion. 
Mr. BiruerRs agrees entirely in opi- 
nion with Mr. Marriott. 
Mr. 
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Mr. Batfon's Opinions, . + 4, , 

Tye Nabob’s giving up the duties on , 
all trade in the country, is evidently de- , 
figned to undermine and deftroy the pri- 
vileges, which the Englifh enjoy by the . 
King’s Firmaun ; and Mr. Batfon thinks, . 
that he has been encouraged in this, and. 
feveral other fchemes, prejudicial to the 
Englifh, by a faGion of Armenians and 
others, from private and corrupt views, 
and that therefore we fhould take the 
moft effectual methods to prevent this 
{cheme from taking place. 

WuartT has been urged by fome gens. 
tlemen, that the Nabob has a right to. 
do what he pleafes in his own country, 
would better become his vackeels, than 
members of this Board. 7 

Mr. Batson thinks we fhould oep- 
pofe, to the utmoft, all his attempts a- 
gainft the Englith interetfts. 

Mr. Amyatt’s Opinion. s # 

Mr. AMYATT coincides in opinion 
with Mef. Marriott and Hay. 

Fa.) _ the 


iad = 
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‘SbePréefident!sitnd Mr HARh os! s Opindor. 
En our; letttr’to the.'Bodrd} -of ‘ the 
roth of December, .from- Mongheet, it 
$s noticed, thdt the Nubob had dedlared 
this refolution to take off all cuftoms, and 
day:trade entirely open, if cafe the dif- 
aputes between us, concerning the cuf- 
. toms on the private inland trade, could 
not be amicably fettled, and we infifted 
_@mM.carrying it on free of duties. The 
‘treafons ibe gave for this refolation are 
‘there mentioned, viz. ‘“ That if we 
‘‘ thought our privileges extended fo 
-+** far, and would carry on our trade in 
i -all articles, free of cuftoms, of couffe 
ii the country merchants could have lit- 
aff :tle. fhare, and the duties- proceeding 
$$ shereffom would be fo inconfidera- 
‘¢ ble, that ‘he thought it would be 
: ff more ‘for the advantage of his reve- 
yiff pues, to encourage the merchants in 
f*.peneral, by,an entire abolition of all 
$f guftems, ~which would remove at 
a ence -the: principal. cause of the dif- 
{putes ;between him and‘us.” We 
siden thie fame letter; that-we had dif- 

. fuaded 
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fuaded the Naheb fraim:this-micaiufk, left 
it fhould prejudice the Gompany’s bufi- 
nefs, by enhancing the number of pur- 
chafers, and rendering the duftuck ufe- 
lefs ; and mentioned this as an argument, 
why we ought to confent to pay cuftoms 
on our private inland trade, not to rifk 
hurting the Company’s intereft, for our 
own particular advantage. 

Ir has however been determined by 
the majority of the Board, that we fhall 
trade in all articles cuftom-free, as well 
from place to place in the country, in 
cemmodities produced in the country, as 
in foreign imports and commodities for 
exportation ; which refolution being de- 
clared to the Nabob, he on his part has 
determimed to take off cuftoms in gene- 
ral, and lay trade entirely open. 

WE cannot think him to blame in this 
procetding, nor do we fee how he could 
do otherWife. For altho’ it may be for 
our intereft to' detérniine, thxt® we will 
have ali the trade in oir hans, fat we 

-will employ. our' éwn peddle tetmake 
falt, talve‘every articheof the produce of 
i the 
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the country off the ground at the firft 
hand, and afterwatds fend it where we 
pieafe free of cuftoms: we fay, tho’ it 
may be for our intereft to make this un- 
limited ufe of our force, yet it is not to 
be expected the Nabob will join with us, 
in endeavoring to deprive every merchant 
of the country of the means of carrying 
on their bufinefs, which muift undoubt- 
edly foon be the cafe, if they are obliged 
to pay heavy duties, and we trade in every 
article on the footing beforementioned. 

NEITHER in our opinion could the 
Nabob in fuch circumftances collect e- 
nough to pay the expence of the chokeys 
collectors, &c. fo that trade would be lia- 
ble to clogs and interruptions, without 
any benefit to the government. As to the 
Nabob's rights to lay trade open, it is 
our opinion, that the Nazim of every 
province has a right to do any thing for 
the relief of the merchants trading under 
his protection, without waiting an or- 
der from the Court. 

Besipes, there is at this time no Court 


nor King, nor has been for fome years; _ 
and 


Iranjactions im BENGAL. 765 


and therefore the Nazims mutt of necefii- 
ty manage their feveral governments, as 
they fhall judge beft for the general good. 
Anp if either the Nabob Serajah Dow- 
la, Jaffier Allee Cawn, or Coffim Allee 
Cawn, havea right to give up to us thofe 
duties which their predeceffors received, 
or permit us to trade in articles we were 
before excluded from, of courfe they 
have a right alfo to make regulations in 
favor of trade in general. We there- 
fore think, that all we have to do on this 
occafion is, to take fuch precautions, as 
may prevent this order from prejudicing 
the Company’s inveftments, by {eeing 
that the weavers employed in that fer- 
vice are not engaged or taken away by 
other merchants, which is a right we 
have always exercifed ; and this being 
done, we hope the prefent regulation, 
inftead of being a prejudice to the Com- 
pany’s bufidefs, may be an advantage to 
it, as well as to the country in general, 
by rendering the neceffaries of life cheap- 
er, and particularly thofe of the poorer 
fort, as rice, falt, beetle-nut, tobacco, &c. 
Opinion 
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~ its 1 lO) pthion of the Majority. 1 
-s Ip. being the opinion of the Board, 
that the revoking of the abovementioned 
funnud be a point infifted upon from the 
Nabob. 
‘Refolution in Confeguence. 

AGREED, That an additional paraggaph 
be. added accordingly to the infttu€tions 
given to Meff. Amyatt and Hay.” 


, HAVE before * taken notice of a pro- 
hibition of one of the Nabob’s letters to 
Mahomed Allee, to take any duties from 
igoeds which had my duffuck, and of 
the advantage which Mefiieurs John- 
fens and Hay took of that expreffion, to 


.feflaét upon me, as endeavoring to except 


my own trade frqm the tax levied on that 
ef others. When the inftructions to 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay came to be de- 
bated: betore the Board, it was moved in 
a:sninute of Meff. Johnftone and Hay, 
shat they fhould be directed to enquire, 


. whether any private agreement had been 


de 


sade, between the Nabob and myfelf re- 
fnecting my.own trade. It will be fuffi- 
cient 

* See pag. 425, in Vol. Il. 
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cient on ¢his fiibjeG to entesitheir mi- 
nute, and: my own anfwer and obferva- 
tiens: on aft... r 
Extraétof Confultationof March 28, 1763, 
Meff. Johnftone and Hay’s Minute. 


"e Me SSIEURS Johnftone and Hay 

propofe, that it fhould be made 

an article in the inftructions to Meff. A- 

myatt and Hay, to inquire of the Nabob 

what his meaning is, when he fays, that 

Mr. Vanfittart’s own particular gomaftah 

fhall be excufed the duty laid on the 

trade of the Company, from one part of 

the country to the other, in ‘cafe they 

‘produce Mr. Vanfittart’s public or pri- 
Vateduftuck ; for as this affair now’ finds 

reprefented, it will appear, that a pri- 

‘vate agreement has beén entered into be- 
tween Mr. Vanfittart and the Nabob, to 

put all that trade into Mr. Vanfittart’s 

harids, which the reft of the Engiith 

were deprived of by the tredty laid -be- 

fore the Board ; ‘and as the order of ‘the 

Nabob to Mahomed Allee appeared-be- 

fore the'Board’s difapprobatign wad aon 
to 
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to the Nabob, confequently the Compa- 
ny will expe to have it enquired into. 
The Prefident’s Minute. 

Tue Prefident defires it may be mi- 
nuted, that he is the firft to defire fuch 
an enquiry may be made; and in the mean 
time, that he can refer to the papers he 
delivered into Council the firft of Febru- 
ary laft, to prove that he was the firft to 
give orders to his agents to pay the duties 
agreed on; and to that very letter * of 
the Nabob’s to Mahomed Allee, read in 
confultation the 2d of March (from which 
thofe gentlemen have taken their obfer- 
vation) to prove, that his bufinefs was 
ftopped as foon as others after the regu- 
lations, not only in his private inland 
trade, on which he agreed to pay nine 
per cent. duties; but alfo in the cloth 
trade provided for him by a duftuck : 
and it is in direét reference to this latt- 
circumftance that the Nabob fays, ‘* if 
‘<¢ the faid gomaftah. has the Company's 


«© or the Governor’s own duftuck, you 

‘“s are 

* See the letter Vol. HI. page 427, which is an 

anfwer to the Governor’s complaint of fome of his 
cloth being ftopped. 
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<* are not to impede him.” Asa further 
proof, that the Prefident never defired 
any fuch order from the Nabob, he lays 
before the Board the following Extract 
of a letter which he wrote to the Nabob 
on the fubjed& the 6th of March *. He 
concludes with obferving, that as this 1s 
not the firft inftance of Meff. Johnftone 
and Hlay’s endeavouring to fcandalize his 
character, there is no room for being 
furprized at it. 

On the 30th of March I received 
two letters from the Nabob, complain- 
ing of the injuries done him by the 
Board, and the infults to which he was 
daily expofed, in very warm and expref- 
five terms ; and the next day a letter ar- 
rived from the gentlemen at Patna, giv- 
yng an account of a fkirmifh between 
fifty of our feepoys, and fome of the Na- 
bob’s people near Gyah. ‘Thofe letters 


were as follow. 


* See this extract in page 427. in Vol. IT. 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from the Nabob fo the 


cé 


Governor. Dated March 22, 1763. 


OUR agreeable letter, in anfwer 
to what I wrote you is arrived, 





¥ 


and I ynderftand the contents, viz. ** You 
«© laid my two letters before the reft of 
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the Council, from the perufal of which, 
it appeared to you, and the .whole 
Board, that notwithftanding all the 
injury Mahomed Allee Beg, and o- 
thers, had been the caufe of, yet I am 
unwilling to examine into it, and con- 
cern myfelf in the clearing it up; 
wherefore, you write me the parti- 
culars of your refolves as follows. 

«© You carefully perufed the Royal 
Firmaun, &c. from which you un- 
derftand, that the Englifh are to trade 
with the Company’s duftuck duty-free 
every where in ports, and alfo in in- 
land places, by land and by water, 
throughout the provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar and Oriffla. ‘The approved and 
fteady refolution of the whole Board 
upon which, is to act agreeably to the 


Firmaun and your funnuds. 
se But 
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‘¢ BuT in examining this matter you: 
obferved, that upon fome certain ar-. 
ticles, it was cuftomary in fome ger- 
tain places, to give a certain confi- 
ration; upon tobacco in two places, 
namely, Dacca and Luckypoor ; nei- 
ther you, nor the reft of the Council, 
are defirous of annulling an eftablifh- 
ed rule; and upon falt, you will let 
me have two and a half per cent. 

<¢ SHOULD my Officers injure the Eng- 
lith gomattahs, the Englifh gomaftahs 
are to reprefent their grievances to the 
chief of a factory, which he is to de- 
termine without favor or affection. 

«¢ Art loffes that have arifen to the 
gentlemen of Council, through the 
oppreffions of my officers, upon proof, 
you lay me under the neceffity of mak- 
ing good to you; but until my ofhi- 
cers receive orders, that the agree- 
ment between you and me is not to 
take effect, they will not refrain from 
injuftice ; I muft therefore return 


you the letter of agreement betwixt 
Vou. III. G ‘© you 
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** you and me, and write to all my of- 
@ fieers, that I have returned it.’’ 

Berore this, I fent for Mahomed AI- 
lee Beg, in order to enquire into parti- 
culars. All whatever you may have paid 
him, by way of cuftom, either in mo- 
ney or merchandize, and can fend me 
.his own fealed receipts for, I will make 
him repay in money, and will feverely 
punifh him. 

You, and the reft of the Board, in 
conformity to the Firmaun, hufbul-hoo- 
kums, &c. funnuds, are willing ta give 
me fomething upon tobacco, in two 
places, namely, Dacca and Luckypoor, 
and will let me have two and a half per 
cent. upon falt. Why fhould you take 
upon you fo great a hardfhip ? As I ne- 
ver got any thing by collecting duties, 
and they are a caufe of endlefs difpytes 
between us, I have entirely put a ftop to 
collecting cuftoms. 

I aM. not $gnorant of the nature of 
your Firmaun and Hufbul-hookums. I 
have been twenty or thirty years in Ben- 
gal, and am perfectly acquajated with 

every 
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every article in them. But not to go fo 
far back. In the time of the Nabob 
Meer Jaffier, when notwithftanding I 
ftood your friend, it was a difficulty to get 
ten or twenty timbers from Chittagong, 
for building your houfes ; then what was 
become of your Firmaun and Hufbul- 
hookums? And, at prefent, that I am 
Nabob, where are they come from? 

You are refolved, that the determina- 
tion of all difputes with my officers, fhall 
reft in the power of the chiefs of your 
factories. 

Tue juftice of the chiefs of the facto- 
ries is this; they abufe and beat my off- 
cers, and carry them away bound. 

WituH refpe& to ycur writing me, to 
make good in money the loffes the gen- 
tlemen have fuftained. In the provinces 
of my government, half is in land rents, 
and half is incuftoms. You have taken 
half the country, and by your favor, I 
have not reaped fo much as a fingle 
farthing, on account of the cuftoms ; and 
the half of land rents which remains, 
‘goes to the payment of my feepoys. A- 
2 ny 
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ny other perfon, therefore, that you cam 
pitch upon, you will agree with, for 
making good your loffes. 

You demanded a perwannah to all my 
officers. Copies, both of a perwannah 
and funnud, for exemption of duties, 
which I wrote to every one of my offi- 
cers, are fent inclofed toyou. If any of 
my officers fhall act contrary to my or- 
der, therein fignified, he fhall be pu- 
nifhed. You write me, to fend you 
back the agreement made between us. 
The only agreement you made with me, 
is a letter you wrote to me, which I 
fend back, agreeable to your directions. 
If the former treaty, on which I depend- 
ed, is of no ufe to me, and I have not 
pafied a fingle moment free from trou- 
ble and difpute, will a freth treaty be of 
ufe to me? If you write to me for the 
former treaty, it {hall be alfo fent you.” 


f 


Capy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
iGbuernor. Dated March 22, 1763. 


<e OUR favor, dated the 2 5th of 
* Shaaban, is arrived, and I am 


happy 
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happy with the news of your welfare ; 
the copy of Rajah Nobit Roy’s letter, 
which was inclofed, I have alfo receiv-~ 
ed and read. You write me, that « it 
‘* is plain from Rajah Nobit Roy’s let- 
«« ter, that I demand duties upon opium. 
«« That your right to trade in this, is 
<¢ founded upon the Royal Firmaun, 
«¢ Hufbul-hookums, and former fun- 
nuds, which, with all other rights and 
privileges, the Englifh are refolved 
{teadfaftly to maintain, nor fuffer any 
infringement. That you will fend me 
copies of the Firmaun and funnuds 
< by Mr. Amyatt. That I muft write 
to all my officers and fougedars, that 
trade may be carried on as ufual ; elfe, 
in cafe of my delaying to do fo, a 
a rupture would happen between me 
«< and the Englifh.” 

Tue affair of duties is as follows. 
On account of the oppreffion of the 
Englith gomaftahs, there has not fo 
much as a fingle farthing been collected 
by way of duties. Nay, fo far from it, 
you form collufions with fome of my 
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people, and exact fines from others. 
And many merchants, who ought to 
pay cuftoms, have carried their goods 
duty-free, through your protection. Up- 
on this account, I have entirely given up 
the collection of duties, and removed all 
chokeys wherefoever eftablifhed. For 
why fhould I fubje@&t my character to be 
reproached without caufe, on account of 
duties ? If any one of my people fhall 
infizt upon duties, I will feverely punifh 
him. As to what you write, of your 
grounding your rights upon the Fir- 
maun and former funnuds, I have been 
twenty or thirty years in this country, 
and I am perfedtly well acquainted with 
the nature thereof. But you ought to re- 
member, that your gomaftahs, until the 
time of Meer Mahomed Jaffer Cawn, 
traded only in fome certain articles. Nay, 
altho’ I ftood your friend, you were una- 
ble to provide ten ortwenty timbers from 
Chittagong for building; but now, in my 
adminiftration, your gomaftahs make fo 
many difturbances, and are guilty of fo 
great injuries, that I cannot enumerate 


them. 
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them; Judge, therefore, from thefe cir- 
cumftances, who is the oppreffor, and’ 
who the opprefied. 

You write, that in cafe of my delay- 
ing to fend orders to my officers, a rup- 
ture muft happen between us. It was 
needlefs for you to write this to me, fince 
before your letter Mr. Ellis never let flip 
any opportunity of bringing about a rup- 
ture, and fhewing his ill-will to me, and 
brought the affairs to this length. Nor 
has he ever omitted any occafion of per- 
plexing my affairs, and difgracing my 
officers. Why need I continue to re- 
peat thefe things to you ? It is the cuftom 
of Europeans, to change their chief every 
three years. As three years of my being 
Nazim are almoft expired, and you have 
never had any pretence, by any devia- 
tion on my part; therefore, with a view 
to effect a change, and turn me out, you 
have been raifing all thefe difputes andal- 
tercations, and have written to your goma{- 
tahs, to commit difturbances and ravages 
in my country; and have fent troops, 
to beat, bind, confine, and carry off my 
G 4 officersy 


fi 
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officers, expecting that I would accord- 
ingly make fome ftir, and' you might be 
furnifhed with a pretence againit me.” 


Copy of a Letter from the Chief and Coun- 
cil at Patna to the Board, March 23, 1763. 
“s E have now to acquaint you 
with an affair, which will fur- 
ther explain the intentions of the Nabob, 
and fhew, that they are not merely con- 
fined to the collection of duties on our 
trdde. A fubahdar, about the beginning 
of this month, had permiffion to go and 
worthip at Gyah, and was furnifhed with 
a duftuck from the chief, another from 
Nobit Roy, and a letter from the latter 
tq. the fougedar of that place, to prevent 
his meeting any infults. But notwith- 
ftanding this precaution, he was madea 
prifoner : the chief, upon being inform- 
ed of it, fent fifty feepoys to releafe him, 
and feize the offender, which they ¢f- 
fefted, but were the next day furround- 
ed in a houfe by about 4000 of the Na- 
bob's troaps.from Tikarry. The fubah- 
gar afked theix intentions, and told them, 


“Fe ty z' Bost gf a? ts i ? aa : ; he 
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he -had.no' orders ;td; molttany .periat> 
The, commander replied, ;it.was:the/Na 
bob's. orders, . to.cut, every Engl: foes 
poy to pieces wherever they were found. 
The fubahdar told him, he-would’ not 
fubmit fo" tamély. After much alterca= 
tion, the Nabob’s officers agreedfq let 
them go, provided. they would he 
up. their-arms and cloaths ; ‘but this be- 
ing abfolutely refufed by the fubahdar, 
the Nabob’s people began to fire on them, 
and throw combuftibles into the houfe’, 
by. which a havaldar was killed, and a 
few feepoys wounded. Our people'then,; 
and not: before,. returned ‘their. fire, ‘and 
defended themfelves “till: the ‘evening; 
when they marched out of the’ honfe, 
bringing their wounded with them; and 
arrived here this —. without ‘any 
further lofs.-” . 

«Te: people, who were’ the stiginal 
‘inftruments. of this*mifchief ’ by* feizing 
the fubahdar, efcaped: during: the '¥ray’s 
and inithe prefent Gtiatioh Of affairs, we 
cannot Spare a force fuficiént'to ‘thanlixe 
theiz :infolence. ; - biit! Wwe acdb nde you 
will refent it in fuch a masner, as fhall 

deter 
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@eter'the Naboeb and his officers: from 
ating fo in future. 

Tue city is ftill in the fame uproar 
and confufion, and all bufinefs, but that- 
of war, at a ftand.”’ 


Wuewn thefe letters * were read at the 
Board, great offence was’ taken at the 
ftyle of the Nabob, which was judged 
to indicate fo ill a difpofition towards us, 
as to render all hopes of an a¢commo- 
dation vain; and it was moved by fome, 
that the deputation fhoeuld be {et afide, 
and the army held in readiniefs to march 3 
but the majority being of Opinion, that 
Nr. Amyatt and Hay fhould proceed as 
far as Coffimbuzar, and there wait til 
the Nabob’s affent to the deputation 
fhould authorize them to ptéceed; it 
was refolved accordingly, that they fhould 

fet 
* Atthe fame eonfultatton werd read two Ietters 
of the Nabob, to: meand Mr. Amgyatt, i anfwer te 
the propofed deputation. Though the fubftance of 
thefe letters is fuffciently noticed in the minutes 
which follow, yet to avoid any mifconftrdétion from 
their otniffion, § haye-wtrote to Bengal for the co- 
pies, and they fhall be hereafter inferted. 
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fet out. As the opinions of the Board 
contain the fulleft remarks that can be 
made on the Nabob’s letters, and ferve 
to throw a frefh light on the difpofitions 
of the feveral members, I fhall here in- 
fert them. 


Extract of Confultation, April 1, 1763. 
Mr. Watt's Opinion. 

a. HIE Nabob’s letters appear to me 

to contain little elfe than evafi- 
ons and infolences. His conduct for ma- 
ny months paft has been fuch, that there 
is little room left to doubt his intenti- 
ons, which are to diftrefs the Englifh, and 
depreciate their character, power and in- 
tereft in thefe provinces ; and I am forry 
to fay, he has almoft accomplifhed them. 
It is natural to conclude, that a man 
raifed to the Subahfhip, and fupported 
by them to the utmoft, contrary to the 
inclinations of the King and great peo- 
ple of the country, would have fome 
regard for their intereft, if not fome 
friendfhip for the Englifh; but his con- 
ductproves the contrary ; and the 7 
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he has purfued i in taking off all duties i iS» 
and will be the greateft detriment to the 
Company and the Englifh. His réefafin ne 
to fee Mr. Amyatt I deem an infult; H 
letter bids us defiance; the preparations 
he is making every where, and the rea- 
dinefs he fhews to quarrel with us, have 
produced an entire ftoppage to trade. 

Mr. Warts is therefore of opinion, 
that a letter ‘be wrote to the Nabob, in- 
Gifting on his recalling the orders for not 
levying of duties, and that the trade of 
the country be carried on as formerly ; 
that if he will comply with this, Meff. 
Ainyatt and Hay fhould proceed to him 
to fettle any other points; but if on the 
contrary, that we do ourfelves juftice, 
and take that fatisfaction by force for the 
paany infults he has put upon us, which 
he refufed to give;. and that orders be 
given for the. army to hold themfelves 
in readinefs to march. 
ue & Mr. Marriott’s Opinion. 

Mr. MarriotrT is of opinion, - _ that 
phe. Nabob’s letters are wrote in a very 
gMproper- ang sanity —* and that he 
ist eae: : - ‘fhews 


4 


‘ >, rr «dy be 
TO PB RAKGAL ba 
fhews throughout great diftruft and dif- 
fidence of tus ;: that notwithitanding he 
thinks, . from thre Nabob’s actiens and 
Jetter, particularly thefe laft, we fhould 
be fully juftified in coming to an open 
wariwith him ; yet a revolution is of fuch 
a nature, and nauit be attended with fuch 
bad cenfequences to our character and 
reputations if not to our intereft, that it 
is the laft thing to be wifhed for. He 
therefore thinks a letter fhould be wroté 
to the, Nabob, informing him, that there 
are a number of articles to be commu- 
nicated to him by Meff. Amyatt and 
Hlay, befides that of duties, for the wel- 
fare and intereft of the Company, and 
his own poverhment. That if he has the 
thoughts of either at heart, he fhould 
affent to Meff. Amyatt’s and Hay’s com- 
ing upon this occafion. That our troops 
have never acted, bat when his officers 
had diredtly topped our’ bufinefs. That 
we once anore affurethine 6f ouf willin g- 
nefs to prosett: him o¥?' ii occafions in 
his juft:rights:;‘iatd titat' we never had 
an iftention of fetting up a competitor 


" again{t 
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againit him. That without he will allow 


as to remove his fufpicions and jealoufies 
by an interview, with two of the mem- 
bers of the Board, it will be impoffible 
for us to aét otherwife, than as againit 
a declared enemy, which we fhall then 
unwillingly be obliged to, for the pre- 
fervation of our rights and privileges. 

TuatT in the mean time Meff. Amyatt 
and Hay, might be requefted to proceed. 
up as far as Cofflimbuzar, and there wait 
till we receive the Nabob’s anfwer; if 
that anfwer fhould not defire an im- 
mediate interview with Meff. Amyatt 
and Hay, or be the leaft evafive, that the 
army fhould march up and act againft 
him as an enemy. 

Mr. Hay’s Opinion. 

THe Nabob’s conduct for near a 
twelvemonth paft, and particularly his 
method of redrefiingour grievances when 
applied to for that purpofe ; and his let- 
ters throughout, which point out the 
fituation in which he thinks we ought 
to be kept, and his notion of the privi- 
leges which we enjoy, by grant and trea- 


ty, 
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ty, fully declare his refolution to give 
us no fatisfaction for the loffes we have 
faftained, by the unjuft condu& of his 
officers, or to treat with us about thefe 
affairs, or receive the deputation pro- 
nofed by us, to be fent to him for the 
adjuftment of them. Thefe together 
convince me, was the confequence of a 
rupture, with the Nabob, ever fo doubt- 
ful, that it would be our intereft, and 
the beft meafure that could be purfued, 
immediately to march againft him, be- 
fore he could do the country much harm, 
or be prepared to perpetrate our ruin, 
which, no doubt he would, were it in 
his power; and I imagine, by his late 
condud, he thinks it is. By comparing 
the condition of his army and ours, I 
think it can hardly be doubted, but a 
war between us muft end in his imme- 
diate ruin, although he fhould employ 
his whole art for fomemonthsto ftrength- 
en himfelf. 

Ir is reafonable to think, that any 
other perfon, in the Nabob’s fituation, 
would be jealous of us, as long as we 

continue 
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continue to hold the poffeffions we have 
in the country; and that nothing but 
our having a fufficient force, or reputa- 
tion in the country, can kcep them to 
us. Thefe have, in my opinion, both 
been greatly leffened by a very bad po- 
licy, in making the Nabob too great ; 
for as his power increafes, fo, in compa- 
rifon, ours does diminifh. But our re- 
putation has fuffered much more than 
our power, by than means ; for by giv- 
ing up to the Nabob thofe that we had 
promifed to protect; and feeing him, 
without ever making a remonftrance, ru- 
in almoft every perfon in the country, 
that had ever any connection with the 
Englifh ; and making them promife ne- 
ver to have any, under fevere penalties, 
we have entirely loft that reputation 
which we had, of being perfons of ho- 
nor, whofe words and promifes might, 
in all cafes, be depended on ; and which 
received fuch great and irreparable hurt 
by the laft revolution. This kind of re- 
putation, which we have fo much fuffer- 
ed in, is not only very defirable, but 

highly 
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highly ufeful; but that kind of reputa- 
tion which we had, of being matters of 
the conntry, when we pleafed, would 
be equally, if not more ufeful to us, in 
keeping us in poffeffion of our lands and 
rights, and preventing us from number- 
lefs broils, which a contrary opinion will] 
bring on us, and this has equally been 
hurt by our policy; for the people in 
the country can’ never think, that our 
conduct proceeded from any other caufe, 
than an inability to help ourfelves, or 
act otherwife. 

Havine confidered this, and aa It 
may be of fervice to our reputation, and 
in fome meafure recover us from the im- 
putation of being unfaithful to our en- 
gagements, to endeavor all in our pow- 
er (even.by delay, which might be of the 
moft fatal confequence, was it not for 
the fuperiority that we have at prefent) 
to bring about an adjuftment of affairs 
with the Nabob, on fuch terms as have 
been propofed before; which, I hope, 
will fufficiently prevent its being thought 
in the country, that we are altogether 

Vox. Fil. H dependent 
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dependent on the Nabob; I therefore a- 
gree with Mr. Marriott in what he pro- 
pofes to effect it. 


Mr. Johnftone’s Ofinzon. 

THERE is f{carce a man in the pro- 
vince, that ever had any attachment to 
the Englith, or any connection or de- 
pendence on them, but has been mark- 
ed out, on that account, and {facrificed 
by the Nabob, through his jealoufy and 
hatred to us; infomuch, that it cannot 
be faid, we have now left us one friend 
in the country, nor any to give us the 
leaft intelligence of what paffes relative 
to us, in thefe times of trouble. All 
we learn, is through our Chief and Coun- 
cil at Patna. The proceedings of the 
Nabob in turning off our troops. ‘The 
ftoppage and impediments thrown in the 
way of our trade, fince July laft, with- 
out the removal or punifhment of any of 
the authors of thefe loffes and diftur- 
bances. The infolent orders he every 
where iffued, to turn every Englifhman 
out of the country, that refufed obedi- 
ence to the late regulations. The vio- 
lences 
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lences and oppreffions to which his of- 
ficers proceeded in confequence, in which 
he both juftifies and fupports them by 
force of arms. ‘The orders he has iffu- 
ed, for collecting nine per cent. duty on 
opium, and on goods purchafed, that are 
produced in the country, without any 
diftinction, whether for export of inland 
trade. The contemptible light in which 
he confiders the-Company’s rights, in 
virtue of their royal grants, and the late 
treaties; and the intention he has fhewn, 
of reducing and confining our trade to as 
narrow limits, and under as great diffi- 
culties, as thofe we labored under before 
the revolution ; and the open attempt he 
has now made to injure the Company’s 
trade, by undermining their privileges, 
and rendering them of no effet, in pre- 
fuming of his own unwarranted authori- 
ty to take off all duties. The attack he 
ordered to be made on our factory, and 
feepoys near Taajepoor, and his juftify- 
ing the fame, and declaring his refolution 
of oppofing force by force, on the like 
occafions ; and the public threats ‘the has 

H 2 made 
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made ufe of before the gomatftah of ex- 
tirpating the Englifh, if éver they pre- 
fumed to act againft his aumils in fu- 
ture ; though he had been -previoufly in- 
formed by the Board, that our Chiefs 
would act by their authority, in freeing 
our trade where ftopped, or in repeliing 
any infults or abufes of his officers. The 
{topping and imprifoning our fubahdar, 
though furnifhed with the Company’s 
duftuck, and attacking and killing our 
people fent to relieve him, which agrees 
perfeftly with his own declaration in his 
letter, that he confiders things already 
brought toa rupture. The Nabob’s difin- 
clination of entering into any new treaty 
to adjuft thefe difputes. ‘The flight and 
difdain he fhews for that treaty by which 
he holds his fubahfhip. His exprefs de- 
claration to Mr. Amyatt, that he had 
better keep away than come to talk upon 
bufinefs. The preparations that we are 
informed from Patna, Moorfhedabad and 
Dacca, he is every where making for 
war, without having given us fatisfaction, 
‘or any reafon to hope, that he will give 
us 
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us fatisfaCtion,. on any of the points we 
have laid down and infifted on. Al 
thefe circumftances, with the ftyle and 
purport of his fix laft letters, which bid 
us defiance in the moft infolent and un- 
grateful manner, make me entirely of 
opinion, that the Nabob looks upon us 
as his enemies, .and waits his opportu- 
nity of ruining us. That, from his a- 
verfion to any advances to fettle thefe 
quarrels, or credit any affurances we have 
given him of our peaceable intentions, 
the mutual confidence that ought to fub- 
fift betwixt us (and without which, we 
muft ever be in a ftate of war, though 
it be not publickly declared) is now loft, 
without any well-grounded hope of its 
being reftored, which does, and muft 
tend to the ruin of all commerce; and, 
therefore, I can neither think it fafe nor 
honorable, or that, in the Nabob’s pre- 
fent difpofition towards us, it can pror 
duce any good effect, that Meff. Amy- 
att and Hay fhould proceed on the de- 
putation ; and that till the Nabob, by 
his behavior, fhews as great a defire and 

H 3 willing- 
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willingnefs to prevent things coming to 
extremes, by condefcenfions very differ- 
ent from any he-has made; our own ho- 
nor, and the intereft and fecurity of our 
Honorable Mafters affairs, di€tate to us, 
to adopt and purfue more vigorous mea- 
fures, and order the army to be held in 

readinefs to march. 

Mr. Haftings’s Opinion. 

TuovuGu I do not approve of the re- 
gulations which have been refolved upon 
by the majority of the Board, yet fince 
they are to take place, and the difputes 
with the Nabob, upon the fubjects which 
gave occafion to them, have been carried 
to fo-great a height, I think it neceflary 
that they fhould be delivered and ex- 
plained to him by a deputation from the 
Board, and that Meff. Amyatt and Hay 
fhould therefore proceed, as before di- 
rected, on that commiffion. The Nabob 
has exprefied a defire to tee Mr. Amyatt, 
and makes no other objection to a con- 
ference with him, on the affairs which 
have been lately debated at the Board, 
than his defire to avoid every fubject of 
conten- 
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contention ; having with that intent con- 
fented to fuch of the articles as he has 
been made acquainted with. But if he 
has exceeded the intention of the Board, 
or not fufficiently anfwered their expec- 
tations, it is the more neceflary, that 
fome gentlemen be deputed to confer 
with him in perfon upon them ; it being 
a known truth, that more may be ef- 
fected by a perfonal negotiation in one 
day, than in a month by letters. 

As to the other part of the queftion, 
which I fhall take the liberty to under- 
ftand, in the terms in which it was farft 
propofed, viz. ‘* Whether the army 
<< fhould march againft the Nabob.” I 
declare my entire diffent to fo violent a 
meafure, which no pretence of neceffi- 
ty can require, or juftice allow of. 

Ir is unnecefflary, becaufe itis notinthe 
Nabob’s power to oppofe any laws which 
we may prefent to him ; and the orders 
lately fent to the fubordinate factories are 
fufficient to preferve them in full force. 

Tue fame reafon might be urged in 
proof of its injuftice, were there no o- 

H 4 ther 
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theplagainit it ; >but when the Nabob has 
dgalared hie fubmiffion to every term 
which you have impofed upon him, and 
expoftulates only for his life, whatever 
his motive be, whether of choice or ne- 
geflity, furely we may reft fatishied with 
{uch a condefcenfion, nor attempt to re- 
duce him toa lower {tate of humiliation. 
I {hall not (Lf hope I need not) remind 
you gentlemen, of the earneft injunctions 
of the Company, to abide by our en- 
gagements with the Nabob, and to avoid 
to the laft extremity every occafion, that 
may tend to another change in the go- 
vegrnment. But fhould it be refolved to 
break, with the Nabob, I hope fuch gen- 
tlemen, as are of that fentiment, will de- 
clare tt, before the laft difpatches are made 
to, Europe, that our Hdnorable Matters 
mnay,haye as early notice of it as pofii- 
bjq,. ang take the {peedieft meafures to 

wemedy (if poffible) the diforders which 

may follow from it. 
ie Mr. Cartier’s Opinion. 

Mr. CarTiEerR efteems the Nabob’s 
letters as infolent and equivocating, and 

far 
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far from giving us that fatisfaCtion, which 
we have reafon to expect from him; that 
they require clearnefs, and leave us 
doubtful as to his real intentions towards 
us. That his compliance with our de- 
mands, in thofe points we have infifted 
upon with him, which he makes a mat- 
ter of much merit, is a contemptuous 
manner of proceeding, having effectu- 
ally undone to us the advantages of this 
very compliance, and rendered our va- 
luable privileges void, by a general in- 
dulgence granted to his fubjects and o- 
thers of a freetrade. ‘That his letter to 
Mr. Amyatt neither confents to, nor ab- 
folutely refufes the vifit the Board have 
thought proper fhould be made him. 
‘That it is neceflary he be made fully ac- 
quainted with the purport of this vifit, viz. 
<« that the fufpicions harboured in his 
mind may be banifhed, and give place 
to that hope and confidence he ought 
to have of our particular attachment 
to him; to make him fenfible the good 
of the country, and his own particu- 
larly, is in every refpect intended by 
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<¢ it. That.our intentions extend no fur- 
«* ther, but to the fupport of our rights 
<* and privileges, in which it would be 
‘¢ more becoming him to join with us, 
<¢ than to be offended at, and oppofe 
*¢ thofe fteps, which we are neceflarily 
«* led to take to punith thofe that in- 
«< yade them. That Mr. Amyatt, for 
¢¢ all thefe defirable ends, intends to {et 
<¢ out, and will wait the refult of thefe 
‘¢ reprefentations at Coflimbuzar, and 
<¢ be governed by his anfwer.” ‘That 
in cafe of meeting a refufal to this vifit, 
we fhall be juftified in the opinion of 
the world, if we.confider him the de- 
clared enemy of our nation, and pro-~ 
ceed immediately againft him. 

- Ir is certainly becoming in the mem- 
bers of this Board, to purfue every ho- 
norable method, that may tend to effe& 
a perfect reconciliation with the Nabob ; 
and every one that would conduce to that 
end, ought not to be neglected, or left 
untried. Our late revolution, he be- 
lieves, has done us not much honour in 


the eyes of the world; and another fo 
quickly 
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quickly fucceeding, would prove, in 
fome meafure, the inconftant wavering 
ftate of our Councils; and motives of 
action be imputed to the members of this 
Board, unbecoming gentlemen and ho- 
neft men to be influenced by: he there- 
fore thinks it neceflary to convince the 
Nabob, of our having force fufficient to 
take every fatisfaction required, but with 
no defign to ufe it againft his govern- 
ment, till his refractory behaviour ab{fo- 
lutely compels us. 
Mr. Billers’s Opinion. 

Havine carefully examined the Na- 
bob’s laft letter, as well as that to Mr.- 
Amyatt, I think there are many expref- 
fions in the former injurious and impro- 
per, but they feem to be mentioned ra- 
ther thro’ pet and paffion, than any in- 
tention of quarrelling with us. I there- 
fore give it as my opinion, that the ne- 
ceflity there is of Meff. Amyatt and Hay’s 
going to negotiate, ought to be again re- 
prefented to him. That at prefent his 
affairs fuffer as well as ours, and that it 
is abfolutely neceffary he fhould come to 

fome 
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fome determination ; but thoyld he re- 
fnfe to treat with us, or hear any thing 
relative to bufinefs, then it may be deem- 
ed an open declaration of war; but with- 
out further caufe than we have at pre-- 
fent, I fee no need of breaking with him ;- 
and as the Company have thought pro- 
per to confirm him, we ought to be ve- 
ry cautious how we take fuch a ftep, and 
bring about another revolution, for we 
feem at prefent fomewhat obnoxious in 
the eyes of the country people, on hav- 
ing concluded the laft. However, our 
rights and privileges have been lately fo 
infringed, and things fo circumiftanced, 
that it is highly neceflary fome {peedy 
remedy fhould take place. I therefore 
think Meff. Amyatt and Hay might pro- 
ceed to Coflimbuzar, and there wait the 
Nabob’s final refolves ; and in cafe he 
fill perfifts in refufing to fee thofe gen- 
tlemen, the army fhould march ; but all 
methods ought to be tried to bring af- 
fairs to an amicable iffue, for the rea~- 
fons beforementioned. 


Mr. 
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Mr.‘ Batfon’s Opinibs. — 3 

"Tue Wdbob’s fettled inveteracy, ant! 
evil defigns againft us, have long been 
manifeft to the whole country; but df 
late they have appeared more glaringly, 
both from his actions and from his let= 
ters, which are filled with {corn and dé< 
fiance ; not to mention a multitude of. 
iniftances, which may be produced, f& 
fhall only take notice of his endeavors 
to undermine and utterly deftroy the pri- 
vileges, granted us by the King’s F ir= 
maun, by exempting all other merchants, 
of whatfoever nation, from paying du- 
ties, in order to put them on a level with 
us. Huis defigns indeed are fo evidert, 
that the conftant artifices ufed by ‘thé 
Prefident and Mr. Haftings to difguifé’ 
the truth, and mifreprefent matters of 
fact, cannot conceal them. The caft, 
at prefent, feems to be this; either We 
mutt fubmitto be reduced to the fituati¢H” 
in which we were, during the time of 
Mohabut Jung, and Serajalt Dowla, of 
elfe we muft oblige the Nabob to fubmit’ 
tous. The latter, I apprehend, from 
his 
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his late behavior, we fhall not be able 
to effeG@, unlefs we can make him feel 
our power ; and I will never be acceflary 
or confenting to any thing that may ex- 
pofe us to the danger of the former. It 
is my opinion, therefore, that we fhould 
negle& no means of putting ourfelves in 
the beft pofture of defence, that we may 
be ready to ac& in the moft effectual man- 
ner; and that Major Adams be accord- 
ingly defired to hold himfelf in readi- 
nefs to march, whenever it be neceflary. 
I think alfo, that Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay fhould not proceed on their depu- 
tation, as the Nabob has abfolutely re- 
fufed to treat with them ; and therefore 
their going, will only expofe us to fur- 
ther contempt and derifion, a large fhare 
of which we have already incurred. 
However, that the Nabob may ftill have 
an opportunity given him of remaining 
on amicable terms with us, I propofe, 
that our demands be once more fully fia~ 
ted to him by letter; and that we infift 
on a direct compliance therewith, with- 


out evafion or fubterfuge. Uf he (ill re- 
fufe 
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fufe to comply, I think we fhould imme~ 

diateby take our meafures for crufhing 

him ; for, as it is known that he is 

raifing troops, and making warlike pre- 

parations in all parts of the country, 2 

further delay may be very dangerous. 
Mr. Amyatt’s Opznzion. 

I ruink the Nabob’s letters fhew the 
fame ftate of mind, which he always has 
feemed to exprefs and difcover by his 
actions, ever fince he has been in the 
government ; and no further than might 
well be expected from him, from having 
been fo long fuffered to follow his own 
will, and his whims indulged to appeafe 
hisjealoufies.Generalcomplaintsadmitted 
againitour fervants, when the oppreffions 
which we now experience have been 4 
his part; our bufinefs ftopped, and almo 
every where impeded, without our ex- 
erting ourinfluence and power to clear it, 
becaufe we would not give him offence, or 
make him uneafy ; to moft of thefe grie- 
vances and conceffions, myfelf, with fe- 
veral members of the Board, have often 
objected and remonftrated, forefeeing 

that, 
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that, in the end, it muft create the ani- 
mofity and ill-will, which now is come 
to pafs; and that we fhould be neceffita- 
ted by force, to affert our own rights, 
which he had been fo long endeavoring 
to fubvert. I am too fenfible, that the 
people of the government are not to be 
fo far trufted, as to have any point,given 
up to them. A compliance, in the moft 
trivial matter, gives them a privilege, 
they think, to exercife their authority, 
without controul, in every thing, tho’ 
of ever fo much confequence and detri- 
ment to the condefcending party. Such 
being the prepoffeffions of the Nabob’s 
mind, our infifting on a free exertion of 
our rights and privileges now, appears to 
him as an encroachment on his liber- 
ties, and a lofs to him in his duties, from 
our trade being extended. For this way 
of thinking, however, he has no juftice 
on his fide, for the fame trade, in its dif- 
ferent branches, was carried on in his 
predeceffor’s time, tho’ not to fo great a 


degree, occafioned folely by the troubles 
and 
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and confufion the country was every 
where involved in. 

Tuat the Nabob would gladly make 
himfelf independent of us, and always 
fhewed fuch an inclination, endeavored 
as much as poffible to throw off all con- 
nections with us, and attempted to de- 
{troy our influence with the country peo- 
ple, is very evident. But vain are all thefe 
efforts, and to be fufpeCted the advice of 
bad and evil perfons about him for their 
own advantage; as moft certainly he 
muft be convinced, his own ftrength 
cannot defend him from any attempt of 
a foreign power, or reduce us to that 
{tate of dependence, he probably has been 
taught to believe. I am apt to believe, 
that fentiments have alfo been inftilled 
into him, that he might fafely interrupt 
our private trade, and that we durift not 
offer to check him therein, whilft the 
Company’sremained unmolefted; where- 
as, private trade fhould be as facred as 
the Company’s, and no diftinction ever 
known ; for that once obftructed, the 
Company’s cannot long remain free; 
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which plainly appears, from what it has 
fuffered through the courfe of thefe dif- 
putes; tho’I believe no fuch loffes were 
intended by the Nabob. The Nabob’s 
letters are petulant and impertinent; they 
likewife contain fome invectives and de- 
fiance, but not of fuch a nature, as if he 
felt his own ftrength fufficient to break 
with us. I therefore think he ought to 
be wrote to once more, in the terms pro- 
pofed by Mr. Marriott, to convince him 
of his error, in thinking that we have 
views to a change; and to infift on his 
receiving our deputation, as the only 
means left of preventing fuch an event. 
If he refufes fo reafonable a demand, [I 
think we may juftly interpret the ill in- 
tentions to be on his fide ; and that we 
fhall be juftified to the world, in taking 
the moft vigorous and immediate mea- 
fures, for fecuring the trade and intereft 
of our Honorable Employers in thefe 
provinces. As it feems to be the fenti- 
ment of the majority of the Board, I fhall 
willingly proceed the length of Coffim- 
buzar, and there wait the Nabob’s anfwer. 

Mayor 
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Major Adams’s Opinion. 

Major Apams is of opinion, that 
the Nabob, by his letters to the Board, 
{eems to have entertained jealoufies, that 
muft be very prejudicial both to his own 
and the Company’s affairs; and which 
cannot be removed but by feeing Mr. A- 
myatt ; and therefore he fhould be wrote 
to by the Board to reconcile him to the 
interview. In the mean time, he thinks 
it neceflary that Mr. Amyatt fhould pro- 
ceed to Coffimbuzar, and there wait the 
Nabob’s anfwer ; and if by it he ftill per- 
fifts in his refufal of feeing Mr. Amyatt 
on bufinefs, the major can think of no 
other method to bring him to reafon, 
than marching up the troops ; yet thinks, 
if any other meafures can be thought of, 
to put a ftop to the prefent confufions, 
and prevent a future fcene of troubles in 
the country, they fhould be firft tricd. 

The Prefident’s Opinion. 

ALTHOUGH the Nabob’s letters of the 
22d of March, do not contain a chear- 
ful and candid affent to the demands 
made upon him by the Board, yet he 

I 2 does 
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does not contradict, nor refufe to com- 
nly with them. It is not to be wonder- 
ed, that he complains and remonftrates, 
and writes with ill humour, fince it is 
certain, that the privileges which the 
majority of the Board have refolved now 
to infift on, are greater than ever were 
before infifted on, or than we were ever 
admitted to, by any former Nabob, even 
Jafher Allee Cawn, who potitively re- 
fufed to let us have a factory at Chitta- 
gang, much Iefs would he permit us to 
carry on our trade cuftom-free in all 
parts, and in all articles. 

SUPPOSING, therefore, that the de- 
manded rights be really and truly grant- 
edandintended us by the Firmaun, which 
however is not my opinion; yet with 
re{pe&t to the Nabob, the infifting on it 
is an innovation, which he may very na- 
turally complain of, as it occafions a great 
lofs in that part of the revenue proceed- 
ing from the cuftoms. He fays indeed an 
entire lofs; for which reafon, to avoid 
further difputes on the fubje@, he has 
given orders for taking off all cuftoms in 
general. . Or 
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‘Or this order the majority of the 
Board complain with equal vehemence, 
and have refolved to infift on his taking 
cuftoms from other merchants, in the 
ufual manner, altho’ not from us. This 
1s to form part of the commiffion to Mef. 
Amyatt and Hay, as well as the difcuf- 
fing the privileges of the Firmaun. 

Tue fecond refolution of the Board 
has not yet been made known to the Na- 
bob, who conceiving there is nothing 
more to be faid about cuftoms, after he 
has entirely abolifhed them ; and having 
been advifed from the Board, that Mefi. 
Amyatt and Hay were deputed to regu- 
late the affair of the cuftoms, therefore 
he anfwers, that their coming is unne- 
ceflary. In every other refpect, his letter 
to Mr. Amyatt is written in an hand- 
fome and fuitable manner. 

Wits refpect to the prefent fitua- 
tion of affairs between us and the Na- 
bob, it is this. Wherever the Compa- 
ny’s bufinefs, or that of their fervants, 
fuffered any interruption, our forces have 
been employed to remove fuch obftruc- 

I 3 tions, 


118 4 NARRATIVE of the 


tions, and feize thofe officers of the go- 
vernment who occafioned them; we 
have cleared our bufinefs, and taken our 
own fatisfaction, and left the Nabob on 
the fuffering fide ; anda very great fuf- 
ferer he will undoubtedly be ; for it is 
well known, that the zemindars, collec- 
tors, and other officers of the country 
government, when they fee a likelihood 
of troubles, and their Mafter’s power on 
the decline, never fail to make ufe of the 
opportunity of keeping back their rents. 
‘T'ut Nabob’s letters are thofe of a 
defpairing man, who has imagined to 
himfelf, that the Board, or the majori- 
ty of them, have determined at all events 
to overthrow his government, let him 
do what he will, and fubmit never fo 
patiently to their refolutions. To this 
{tate of his mind, many of the petulant 
expreffions, and the anxiety which ap- 
pears through his letters, fhould be at- 
tributed, and proper allowances made. 
While we are left in quiet poffeffion of 
the countries afligned to the Company, 
and their trading bufinefs alfo is cdrried 
on 
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on in every part without interruption, 
it would be as impolitick as unjuft, to 
begin a war without neceffity againft an 
ally, whom we are bound by treaty to 
fupport; and of which, the confequence, 
would probably be a fcene of freth dif- 
traction in the country, a general inter- 
ruption of trade, and a wanton effufion 
of blood. 

Tuat the Nabob has not the de- 
fign of breaking with us, I think, is 
plainly proved from his conduct, as well 
as from the expoftulating ftyle of his let- 
ters. It is not reafonable to take for 
granted every report made to us, by an 
Englifh gomaftah, or a difcontented of- 
ficer of the government. If he had a 
mind to break with us, he would cer- 
tainly have attacked thofe three compa- 
nies of feepoys, with lieutenant Downie, 
which were detached from Patna, and 
{eized the Nabob’s officer at Mow, whilft 
the Nabob, with his whole army, was 
within a fhort march of the place. And 
if he had fucceeded againft thofe three 
companies, he would then have attacked 

14 our 
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our troops at Patna, to have endeavored 
to have cut off fo confiderable a part of 
our force; inftead of which, his retiring 
to Mongheer, is a proof with me, that 
he will fubmit to any thing, rather than 
come to hoftilities with us. 

Anp I think we ought equally to de- 
fire to preferve the peace and tranquility 
of the country, and amicably to accom- 
modate the points in difpute ; for which 
purpofe, I think, no method fo proper, as 
the deputation propofed, to difcufs thofe 
points. The Nabob’s faying, that if 
Mr. Amyatt’s bufinefs is to difpute upon 
the articles of cuftoms, he had better 
not come, as it 1s a point already fet- 
tled, by the abolifhing of cuftoms in ge- 
neral; 1s not,inmyopinion, to be regarded 
as arefufal to treat with Mr. Amyatt, 
upton the matters contained in the in- 
ftructions, to Mr. Hay and him from 
the Board; and which having never yet 
been communicated to the Nabob, it 
confequently cannot be faid, that he has 
refufed to difcufs them. 


I THINK, 


Tranfattions in BENG@AL. 121 


i THink, therefore, that it-would be 
moft expedient to write to the Nabob, in 
anfwer to his laft letters, to this effaét. 
«<< That: the alarms, in all parts of the 
<* country, muft be attended with a very 
<* great lofs and detriment, both to his 
affairs and the Company’s, and a 
breach of the friendfhip between us, 
infallibly enfue, if the neceffary regu- 
lations for carrying on our bufinefs, 
and fettling the points in difpute, be 
not immediately concluded. That as 
<< a proof of our defire,to avoid coming 
“‘ to extremities, we appointed Meff. 
«« Amyatt and Hay to confer with*nim, 
as the mofit effectual method of regu- 
‘* Jating affairs with difpatch. That he 
«* ought toregard fuch olr appointment - 
‘* of two gentlemen of the Board, as the 
«« ftrongeft mark of our friendfhip, and 
<< a compliment paid him ; and that if 
<s he fhould refufe to treat with them, 
it can be regarded in no other light,® 
but as a declaration of his intention 
‘© to come to a rupture’ with us.”" ° * 
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Anp I think Mr. Amyatt might him- 
felf write to the Nabob, to the fame pur- 
-pofe, and wait his anfwer, either at Cal- 
cutta, or Coflimbuzar. But if the Board 
thould determine, that Meff. Amyatt and 
Fay fhall nat proceed according to their 
appointment, then, I think, that a let- 
ter fhould be wrote to the Nabob, upon 
the plan of their inftructions, demand- 
ing every thing thereby directed to be 
demanded, and requiring a plain, expli- 
cit, and final anfwer, upon every article: 
at would be an unprecedented thing to 
‘employ force, for the obtaining any point, 
until a friendly application has been 
made and rejected. 

Opinion of the Majority. 

T HE majority of the Board being of 
opinion, that the Nab&b fhould be again 
wrote to, to infift on his receiving the 
intended deputation for treating upon bu- 
finefs; and that Meff. Amyatt and Hay 
fhould proceed to, and wait his anfwer 
‘at Coffimbuzar. 


Refolution 
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Refolution in Confequence. 

AGREED, that the Prefident do addrefs 
him to the effet expreffed in his own 
and Mr. Marriott’s minutes, and plainly 
acquaint him, that a refufal to comply 
with the demand therein contained, can 
be regarded in no other light, than a de- 
claration on his fide, of his intention to 
come to a rupture with us.” 


SECTION XII. 


The Deputation of Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay; their Proceedings and other 
Occurrences, to the Death of Mr. 
Amgyatt. 


The Boards Inftructions to Meff. Amyatt 
and Hay.—Mr. Vanfittart’s Diffent.— 
Syed Buddul Cawn, one of the Nabob’s 
Officers, feized at Luckypoor, and fent 
to Calcutta.—Produces Mahomed Al- 
lee’s Orders.—Orders w Confequence to 
the Faétory at Dacca to feize bim.— 
Reafons for Mr. Vanfittart’s joiming in 
that Order.—-Probable Motives of the 
Nabob’s Conduct, in refpect to —, 

me 
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med Allee.—Remarkable Inftances of 
Prepoffeffion on the Part of the Nabob, 
and of the Council in two Letters; one 
from the Nabob, and the other from 
Coffimbuzar, upon falfe Reports. —De- 
bate upon the laft Letter, determined 
by a fecond Letter from Coffimbuzar. 
—Plan of Operations in Cafe of aWar. 
——Debate upon the Orders to be fent to 
Patna.—-—-Letter from the Chief and 
Council at Patna, giving an Account of 
the Preparations making by the Nabob’s 
Officer there.— Mr. Johnftone’s fur- 
ther Minute, relative to his Accufation 
of Mr. Vaniittart, of making a private 
Agreement withthe Nabob.—WMr. Van- 
fittart’s Anfwer.——Two Letters from 
the Nabob.— Debate upon them.—Re- 
folution in Confequence, that Meff. A- 
myatt and Hay /hould proceed on their 
Deputation.— Letter from the Chief and 
Council of Patna, containing News of 
Infurreétions in that Province.—Re-~ 
marks upon it.—The Nabob’s Letter to 
(he Company.—Letter from the Chief 
and Council of Patna, complaining of 
their not being allowed fuller Powers.— 
Remarks upon it.—Juggutfeet and his 
Brother carried Prifoners to the Nabob. 
—Tbe Nabob’s Reply to Mr. Vanfit- 


tart’s 
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tart’s Remonftrance in their Behalf.— 
Mahomed Allee fezzed, and fext to 
Calcutta.—Letrer from Meff. Amyatt 
and Hay, giving an Account of their 
Jirft Interview with the Nabob.—Op:z- 
nton of the Nabob’s Difpofition at this 
Time.——Boats with Arms for Patna, 
flopped by the Nabob at Mongheer.— 
Mr. Amyatt demands their Releafe with- 
out Effeé?t.—The Nabob’s Reafons for 
detaining them.—Letter from Mc. A- 
myatt and Hay, with a Copy of their 
Demands prefented to the Nabob, and 
his Anfwers.—TIwo Letters from Meff- 
Amyattand Hay, advifing that the Arms 
were ftill detained.—Two Letters from 
the Nabob, complaining againf? Mr. Et- 
lis, and demanding the Removal of our 
Troops from Patna.—Letter from Mr. 
Amyatt to Mr. Vaniittart, contaimng 
the Nabob’s Objections to the Demands 
of the Board.—Mr.Vanfittart’s Opinion 
upon the further Infiructicns to be fent 
to Meff. Amyatt and Hay.— Debate and 
Refolutions of the Board.—Dz1fcretional 
Powers given to the Chief and Council 
of Patna.—Mr. Haftings’s Diffent.— 
Letter from Mr. WVanfittart to the Se- 
cretary, containing his Objettion and fur- 
ther Opinion.—Frefh Refolutions there- 

“upon. 
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upon.—Letters from Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay, with their Opinion that a Rup- 
ture was unavotdable. Iwo Letters 
from Mr. Ellis, grving an Account of 
the Defertion of two hundred of our See~ 
poys.—Othber Letters from Mef. Amy- 
att and Hay, confirming their former. 
—Further Refolutions for the Difpofi- 
tion of the Troops in Cafe of a War. 
Debates concerning the future Govern- 
ment of the Country in fuch a Cafe.— 
Letter from Mcf. Amyatt and Hay, ad- 
vifing of the Nabob’s Declaration, that 
he would put an End to the Conference, 
tf we did not recall our Troops from 
Patna.— Letter from Mef. Amyatt and 
Hay, advifing that the Nabob had re- 
leafed the Boats of Arms, and confented 
to treat.—Strong Reports of Hoftilitzes 
begun at Patna.—Our Dauks flopped. 
—Two Letters from the Nabob; rhe 
Jirft urging the Removal either of our 
Troops from Patna, or Mr. Ellis from 
the Chieffhip; the other expreffing a 
Convittion, that Mr.Ellis was bent up- 
on attacking the City of Patna, and 
that our Corre/pondence was come to an 
End.—The Army ordered to march.— 
Advice from ldr. Amyatt, that be and 
bis Party were furrounded, and the Boats 


of 
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of Arms again ftopped.—Recport from 
Hircarras, that Patna was taken by our 
Troops.——Explanation of Mr.V anfittart’s 
Conduédt.— His Minute, declaring his 
Refolution to quit the Government, as 
foon as the War fhould be ended.—Fur- 
ther Debates concerning the future Go- 
wernment of the Country.—Refolution of 
the Board to re-eftablifh Meer Jaffier. 
— Advice from Mr. Amyatt, of bis hav- 
ing left Mongheer, and from Cotlim- 
buzar, of 41s Party being attacked, and 
bhimfelf killed. 


ESS. Amyatt and Hay took their 

leave of the Board the 4th of A- 

pril, having received from them the fol- 
lowing inftructions, which were drawn 
up from the opinions of the majority. 
And I figned them with the reft of the 
Board, conforming herein to the efta- 
blifhed rule of all the Company’s govern- 
ments; which is, that every member 
fhall fign the public orders and records, 
entering his diffent, where he differs 
from the opinion of the majority in the 
confultations. It will beremembered, that 
I had formerly ftrongly infifted upon the 
obfervance of this rule, when Meff. A- 
mvatt 
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myatt and Ellis refufed to fign the order 
of the Board, and fubfcribed their diffent 
to them ; andit was therefore the more 
neceflary I fhould comply with it on all 
occafions myfelf. 


Copy of the Inftructions to Meff. Amyatt 
and Hay. Dated March 28, 1763. 
ce IRST, The trade of our factories 

on behalf of the Company, as well 
as the inland trade, carried on by the a- 
gents and gomaftahs of Englifh mer- 
chants, having, for fome months patt, 
met with the greateft interruptions in 
all parts of the country, from the officers 
of the Nabob’s government; and this 
having further proved the fource of nu- 
merous difputes and complaints on both 
fides; wehave had underour confideration 
the fettling of certain rules, agreeable to 
our refpective rights and pretentions, 
whereby to carry on our trade, and be 
the means of preventing fuch difputes 
from happening in fu;ure. In thefe points 
we have already come to fome refolutions, 
and having the greateft reliance on your 
abilities, prudence, and zeal, as well for 


the 
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the intereft of our Honorable Matfters, 
as for the welfare and good of the com- 
munity, we have thought proper to de- 
pute you, to make known to the Nabob 
thofe refolutions. 

SECONDLY, In the firft place, you muft 
again acquaint the Nabob, that the re- 
gulations made with him by the Prefi- 
dent being difapproved, are of courte 
become void, and you are therefore to re- 
demand the letter which contained them. 
You are alfo to infift, in cafe he has not 
before iffued fuch orders, that he do re- 
voke all the orders which he fent to his 
officers, in confequence of the faid regu- 
lations ; and inform them,that trade is in 
every re{pect to goon in its ufual channel, 
until he (the Nabob) has fettled with 
you the bufinefs of your deputation. 

TuHirpiy, Acccmpanying this, ycu 
will receive Englifh and Perfian copies 
of the Firmaun, hufbul-hookums and 
treaties, on which we found our right to 
a free trade. Thefe we have concluded, 
give us an indifputable privilege to carry 
on our trade, as well foreign as inland, 

throughout 
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throughout the provinces of this fubah, 
free of any duties to the country govern- 
ment. You muift therefore carefully 
and clearly explain to the Nabob the te- 
nor and fubftance of thefe grants, and 
the juftice that it follows we have on 

our fide for abiding thereby. 
FourRTHLY, When you have fully af- 
ferted, and convinced the Nabob of thefe 
our rights and privileges, you will make 
known to him the refolution of the Coun- 
cil the 2d inftant, for allowing him a 
duty on falt, with our motives thereto. 
Firft, becaufe from general informations 
taken, it appears, that this article has, 
from cuftom, always paid a certain tho’ 
unfettled duty. Secondly, becaufe it is 
not our intention, through a too fcru- 
pulous affertion of our rights, to detri- 
ment or diminifh the revenues of his go- 
vernment ; or in any refpect leffen to him 
the advantages reaped at our hands by 
his predeceffors. ‘That allowing thefe 
fentiments to weigh with us as far as our 
regard for the interefts of our Employ- 
ers and the community, and for the te- 
nor of our faid grants, will poflibly ad- 
mit, 
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mit, we have refolved to allow him (the 
Nabob) a fixed duty on the article of falt, 
after the rate of two and half per cent. 
on the rowana price ; but as we have no 
grounds for extending this confideration 
further, we cannot admit of duties being 
levied on any other article of trade what-~ 
foever. 

FirTuHyiy, To afcertain the payment 
of this duty, and at the fame time main- 
tain in its full force the authority of the 
Englifh duftuck, the article of falt fhall 
be circulated equally with other articles 
by the means of a duftuck, and be lia- 
ble to no farther {crutiny or interruption, 
provided the buxbunder’sor fhahbunder’s 
receipt for the aforementioned duty ap- 
pears properly granted and entered on 
the back thereof. 

SixTHLyY,F or regulating in future the 
conduct of our agents and gomaftahs, and 
the officers and dependents of the Na- 
bob’s government, with refpect to inju- 
ries committed on either fide, and dif- 
putes which may arife between them, we 
have agreed on the following rules, 

which 
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which you muft intimate to the Nabob ; 
and as we think they will every way an- 
{wer the ends propofed, you muft ac- 
quaint him, that they are therefore to 
be punctually obferved *. 

SEVENTHLY, The Nabob having late- 
ly affected an ignorance of the nature of 
this government, and the powers of the 
Council, the Prefident in his anfwer en- 
deavored to fet him right on that head; 
but it will ftill be neceffary, that you a- 
gain explain this matter perfonally to 
him by commiffion from the Board, that 
a future pretenfion of the like ignorance 
may not be the means of detrimenting 
our affairs. 

Er1Gcututy, There further appears, in 
the courfe of his correfpondence, certain 
expreffions, which imply a ditndence of 
the friendthip of feveral members of the 
Council towards him. This ill founded 
fufpicion you mutt ufe your moft ftrenu- 
ous endeavors to remove; and on the 
contrary to convince him, that we fhall 
always, with one voice, agree in every 

re{pect 


* Here were cntcred the reculations agrced owin 
confultation of March 5, in page 1, of this Vet. 
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government, provided no attempts are 
made towards the infringment of our 
rights and privileges; but that from a juft 
obfervation of them, and a fteady obe- 
dience to the repeated orders of our Ho- 
norable Employers, we can never tame- 
ly put up with attempts that have in the 
{malleft degree fuch a tendency. 

NintTuHiy, With refpect to the regu- 
lations for trade, we think it will be the 
moft proper method to have our rights 
acknowledged, and the propofals agreed 
to by fome public writing, under the 
Nabob’s own hand and feal, taking care, 
that there are no expreffions inferted tn 
it, contrary to the fenfe we entertain of 
our rights by our former grants or trea~ 
ties, or that may tend to invalidate them. 
To fuch a writing you may accede, re- 
ferving to us the salad of finally rati- 
fying the fame. 

TENTHLY, AS we think it abfolutely 
neceflary, both for the intereft of our af- 
fairs, and the Nabob’s, to have a gen- 
tleman in the fervice refident at his Court, 
- Vor. III. K we 


1300 A NARRATIVE Of the 


we have appointed Mr. Tho. Amphlett 
to accompany you on this deputation, 
and afterwards remain with the Nabob 
in that capacity. You will therefore in- 
troduce him to the Nabob accordingly ; 
and acquaint him, that all tranfactions 
between him and us are, after your de- 
parture, to be carried on by this refident; 
and that all orders which are to be iffued 
thro’ the country relative to the Englifh, 
muft be firft intimated to, and approv- 
ed by him. At your departure you will 
leave in charge to Mr. Amphlett any part 
of thefe inftructions, which you may not 
be able to finifh, and give him fuch fur- 
ther directions as you may think neceffary. 
ELEVENLY, Having had repeated in- 
{tances of the ill difpofition, and bad be- 
havior of Mahomed Allee, the collector 
of the Dacca diftricts, we have inclofed 
you a particular proof of it in copies of 
letters which he wrote to Syed Buddul 
Cawn ; and we muft defire that you will 
infift on his béing difmiffed from his of- 
fices, and obliged to make reparation for 
all the loffes he has been the occafion of 
fince 
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fince the beginning of thefe diftur- 
bances. 

TwetrTuLy, Theordefsby which we 
took poffeffion of the lands, being only 
Aumulnamas, we muift defire that you 
will apply to the Nabob for proper jag- 
heery funnuds, to confirm the Compa- 
ny’s right to the three provinces. 

THIRTEENTHLY, You muf likewife 
demand from the Nabob, payment of a 
fum of money, which Mahomed Reza 
Cawn difburfed out of the revenues of 
the Chittagong province, onaccountof the 
Tippra expedition ; to inftruct you in 
which, we have ordered the particulars to 
be tran{mitted you, by the accomptant of 
the committee of lands. 

FouRTEENTHLY, Since we began to 
draw up thefe inftructions, we have re- 
ceived intelligence of the Nabob’s having 
publifhedafunnud, containing an exemp- 
tion of duties on every kind of trade, 
for the {pace of two years. Copies of 
this funnud, and a perwannah which ac- 
companied it to Nobit Roy, the Naib 
of Patna, you will herewith receive. And 

K 2 as 
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as we are of opinion, that this itep 1s 
taken with a defign to prejudice the Com- 
pany’s trading bufinefs, and counteract 
the meafures, we have been hitherto 
taking for the welfate of trade in gene- 
ral, we defire, that you will infift on 
the Nabob’s revoking that funnud, and 
collecting duties as before. 

. Fis TEENTHLY, We further tranfmit 
you copy of a minute entered, on this 
day’sconfultation, by Meff. Johnftoneand 
Hay; and we defire you will make the 
iiquiry therein recommended.” ‘ 


Agaitional Infiruétions to Meff, Amyatt 
_. and Fay. Dated April 1, 1763. 


£4 HE laft letters received from the 
me Nabob, having been debated on 
atthe Board, and it being determimed, 
that you fhall proceed-to Coffimbuzar, 
amd there wait his anfwer to another let- 
ter, the Prefident has wrote him; we 
now addrefg you thefe further inftruc- 
tions qn fome points, which have cc. 
cursed fince we concluded thofe before 
drawn up. 


By 
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By letters from Patna we are advifed 
of the great want they are in of ficcas, 
for carrying on the inveftment, and af 
the inconvenience and lofs which arifes 
from the exchange of money. We have 
likewife often received letters on this 
fubject, from Coffimbuzar and the other 
factories. We therefore defire that you 
will endeavor to prevail on the Nabob, 
to ftrike in his mints only one {pecies of 
rupees, to be current throughout his go- 
vernment, without any batta, fo long as 
they do not diminith in weight. But if 
you cannot effectuate fuch regulations, 
you muft reprefent ta the Nabob, in the 
ftrongeft terms, the great impediment 
which our bufinefs fuffers, from the 
backwardnefs of the throfts, to exchange 
and circulate the Calcutta ficcas; and 
therefore get him to iflue peremptory 
orders to the fhrofts and others, for ef- 
feCtuating the currency of the rupees 
coined in our mint, that our bufinefs 
may no longer fufter fuch interruptions 
and loffes from this fource ; and alfo pro- 
cure his orders for coining three lacks 

. K 3 of 
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of rupees annually in each of the mints 
of Dacca and Patna, for the fervice of 
the factories. Weare informed of an 
attack made on a fubahdar, and fifty fee- 
poys, by a body of the Nabob’s troops 
from Tekarry; for the particulars of 
the affair, we refer you to the copy 
of a Patna letter, which you will here- 
with receive; and we defire, that you 
will require fatisfaction againft the ofh- 
cer who commanded them, for declar- 
ing he had the Nabob’s orders, to cut 
all Englith feepoys to pieces, wherever 
they were found; for having the info- 
Icnce to propofe to our party, that he 
wonld let them go, if they would deli- 
ver up their arms and cloathing ; and on 
their refufal, for beginning an attack 
upen them, whereby an havaldar was 
killed, and four feepoys wounded. You 
muft further infift, that this fatisfaction 
be a public and exemplary punifhment 
before you, or elfe, that he be delivered 

up to us to be tried and punifhed. 
We likewife tranfmit you fome ac- 
gounts of loffes, which certain gentle- 
men 
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men have fuftained in their trade by the 
late difturbances and interruptions, the 
amount of which, you muft require of © 
the Nabob, to caufe his officers to make 
good; and whatever accounts of the fame 
nature may hereafter be received, fhall 
likewife be forwarded to you.” 


Tue articles concerning our right to 
an unlimited free trade, appearing to me 
very unjuft, I thought proper to enter 
my diffent to that part of the inftruc- 
tions, which I did as follows. 


The Prefident’s Diffent. 

Tue Prefident obferves, that although 
he figns thefe inftructions, in conformity 
to the opinion of the majority of the 
Board, he diffents to the third and four- 
teenth paragraphs, which contain a claim 
of aright to a free trade in all articles, 
whether for foreign or inland trade; and 
orders for infifting on the Nabob’s re- 
voking the funnud, for an exemption of 
duties, for the reafons more particularly 
mentioned in confultations the 1ft and 

* 24th of March *.” 


K 4 SomME 
* Page 385, Vol. II. and page 72, of this Vol. 
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SoMeE time before this, Syed Buddut 
Cawn, the Nabob’s officer at Lucky~ 
poor, having placed a guard upon the 
houfe of one Mahomed Gazy, who had 
formerly been in the fervice of the fac~ 
tory, Mr. Middleton, the provifional 
chief of the factory, wrote to him, de- 
firing him to releafe the man, which 
Syed Buddul Cawn refufed, and fent him 
a copy of an order, which he had re- 
ceived for that purpofe, from Mahomed 
Allee. In this order, befides the de- 
mands of the government upon Maho- 
med Gazy (againit which we could have 
had no objections) this extraordinary rea- 
fon was added, for calling him to an ac~ 
count, that he had been in the Englifh 
employ, and was their abettor in their de- 
figns againit the government. The in~ 
folence of this expreflion determined the 
Board to take-the part of Mahomed Ga- 
zy ; and Mr. Middleton was accordingly 
darected to feize Syed Buddul Cawa, and 
fend him to Calcutta; and, at the fame 
time, a letter was wrote to the Nabob, : 
infifting on his punifhing Mahomed Al- 


lee. 
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lee, ‘Mir: Middleton, in confequertice ‘of 
thefe orders, immediately feized Syed 
Buddul Cawn, and fent him a prifoner ° 
to Calcutta, where he arrived the latter © 
end of the month of March. Being 
brought before the Board he exculpated 
himfelf, by producing feveral letters from 
Mahomed Allee, the moft infolent of 
which I fhall here infert. 


From Mahomed Allee fo Syed Buddul 
Cawn. 


OUR agreeable letter is arrived, 

I fully underftand the particu- 

lars contained therein, and from the hir- 
carra likewife, I learned the account of 
the villainies of the Englifh in Lucky- 
poor. I have written pfeflingly to Aga 
Mahomed Nizam, and Samadan, and 
Awumur Sing, and Jungul Sing, to repair 
all of them with their people unto you. 
I have alfo fent perwannahs, with the. 
utmotft difpatch, unto the zemindars of 
Bulwat, Baboopoor, &c. and I have taken 
engagements from every zemindar’s vac~ 
“keel, about Luckypoor, that their maé- 
ters, 
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ters, the zemindars, will attend upon 
you, and act as you fhall dire& them. It 
behoves you, with the utmoft difpatch, . 
to repair thither immediately, and bloc- 
kade the paffages for going in and com- 
ing out on all fides of Luckypoor; and 
place ftrong centinels, that no perfon 
whatever may pafs or repafs to and from 
Luckypoor,and thata foul does not efcape. 
Of thofe who claim the Englith protec- 
tion, and make ufe of their name, take 
two or three and crucify them, and feize 
their houfes and effects. Lay hold of 
their wives and children, and fend 
them ftraitway to me. Be fure not to 
fail in this refpect, his excellency having 
honored me with his orders to this pur- 
pofe, as you mutt be informed from the 
copy of the Governor’s engagement, and 
of his excellency’s perwannah, in con- 
fequence, which I heretofore fent you ; 
and do not entertain the leaft diffidence, 
Regard this my fhort letter, in the light 
of a thoufand letters, and act according- 
ly. Moreover, let guards be placed to 
keep a good look-out about Luckypoor, 

and 
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and the parts adjacent, until the Nabob’s 
orders arrive, when they will proceed to 
act as I fhall write to you. At prefent 
furround it on all fides, and keep a con- 
ftant watch. 

You will take extraordinary good care 
of the Europeans at Luckypoor, thatthey 
get no intelligence from any of their de- 
pendents, either by land or water; and 
for fecurity you will fend 200 men, with 
a commander, whom you can rely upon, 
and direct them, above all things, to be 
ready for action both night and day.” 


Sucu a declaration of his inveteracy 
to the Englifh, as was exprefied in thefe 
letters of Mahomed Allee’s, and the 
many inftances which he had given of 
it throughout his whole conduct, from 
his firft appointment, juftly excited the 
indignation of the whole Board. The 
moft violent readily feized this occafion, 
to infer a fixed refolution in the Nabob 
to break with us; and that the appoint- 
ment of fuch a man as Mahomed Allee, 
with fuch extraordinary powers, and his 

conduct 
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conduét in the execution of them, were 
only in confequence of that refolution. It 
was therefore warmly urged to prevent 
the Nabob’s defigns, by declaring im- 
mediate war again{t him. 

Tuis fentiment, however, was op- 
pofed by a majority of the Board, who 
judged it moft proper, in the prxefent 
circumftances, to regard the infults as 
proceeding perfonally from Mahomed 
Allee, and to chaftize him for it our- 
felves ; fince the Nabob, to whom we 
had repeatedly complained againft him, 
had hitherto afforded us no redrefs; and 
that the Chief and Council at Dacca 
fhould be ordered te feize, and fend him 
down prifoner to Calcutta. 

In this alternative I eafily joined, as 
well in the hopes. of yet preventing a ru- 
inous and unjuftifiable war, as from the 
conviction of the violent and incendiary 
fpirit of Mahomed Allee ; who, if fuffer- 
ed to a&t longer with impunity, I faw 
would put it out of my power, or even. 
of the Nahob’s, to preferve peace between 


us. Jt is true, that the Nabob, 1 anfwer. 
to 
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to the demand of the Board for his dif- 
mif_ion, declared, that he had removed 
him from his employment, and fummon- 
ed him to his prefence; but as he ftill 
continued at Dacca, and the Nabob had 
always endeavoured to vindicate his con- 
duGt, it was much to be feared, that he 
would not only efcape the punifhment 
he deferved, but perhaps be continued 
in his authority, and have his hands 
ftrenethened with fuch frefh powers, as 
might make it dangerous to attempt af- 
terwards to call him toan account. The 
WNabob’s behaviour upon this occafron 
may be eafily accounted for, from the 
precarious fituation in which he ftood 
with the Englifh. When I was with 
him at Mongheer he affured me, that if 
the complaints which were then alledg- 
ed againft Mahomed Allee upon enquiry 
proved true, he would both difmifs him 
from his fervice, and feverely punifh him. 
The fame affurance he gave me with re- 
{pect to Sheer Allee, the fougedar of 
Poorneea, who had been guilty of the 
like enmity and mifbehaviour to the Eng- 

lifh 
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Iifh dependents in that diftrict ; and it is 
very probable, that he was fincere in this 
declaration at that time, fince his intereft 
was moft materially concerned in remov- 
ing every caufe of difagreement from be- 
tween us. But when he perceived the 
{trong oppofition, formed againft him by 
the general affembly of the Council, and 
that the defign of his enemies was level- 
led openly againft his perfon and govern- 
ment, it is not to be wondered at, that 
he fhould be cautious of depriving him- 
felf of the affiftance of perfons the moft 
capable of ferving him, and on whofe 
zeal he had fo much reafon to depend in 
cafe of a rupture with the Englifh. ‘In 
a word, it appears from the Nabob’s 
whole behaviour, from the time that the 
general Council was aflembled, that he 
. believed his own ruin to be the object of 
that aflembly ; and every ftep taken by 
' the Board, ferved but to confirm him the 
more ftrongly in that fatal perfuafion. 
Fatal I call it, fince with fuch a mutual 
diftruft every accident, however trifling, 
was ealily conftrued into an intentional 

act 
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act of hoftility ; and even the neceffary 
. precautions of felf-defence ferved but to 
make the breach irreparable. I believe 
it will be needlefs to point out inftances 
of. the effects of thefe prepoffeffions, a- 
mongft the many which occur in the mi- 
nutes of the Council, and the Nabob’s 
letters which I have already inferted. To 
the latter I fhall add one, as it fhews how 
eafily the Nabob was led away by every 
groundlefs report, and how naturally his 
apprehenfions difpofed him to co-operate 
with the very meafures which tended to 
an open rupture. 


Copy of a Letter from the Nabob ¢o the 
Governor. Dated April 15, 1763. 

‘¢ | Have to this time repofed an en- 
tire confidence in your friendfhip, 

but I never fufpected, that you would 
write me letters filled with profeffions of 
friendfhip and attachment ; and whilft I 
remained in fecurity, trufting to your de- 
claration, that you would have difpatch- 
ed: your forces in feveral divifions by land 
and water, and thro’ the hills and woods, 
with 
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with guns and artillery, to thefe parts. 
This kind of proceeding I do not under- 
ftand. I before repeatedly wrote to you, 
that I was unequal to this bufinefs. You 
would not agree to it, and ‘now that fuch 
meafures are taken, what fort of dealing 
is this? As to Mr. Amyatt’s coming, 
which you wrote about before, I have no 
objection. Recall all your troops, that 
you have difpatched by every road to- 
wards this way, and let Mr. Amyatt pro- 
ceed hither, in the fame manner that you 
came to vifit me; and after his arrival, 
I will behave to him as becomes me. If 
you confent not to this, and refufe to re- 
call your forces, and are obftinately bent 
upon my difhonour, I am without reme- 
dy. Let me have your anfwer to this let- 
ter, which I wait for, for it is every man’s 
duty to take care of his honour.” 


At this time not a foldier had moved 
from his quarters ; nor could I ever guefs 
from whence the Nabob took up this 
groundlefs alarm. It can be attributed 


only to a prepoffeffion of the mind, which 
will 


Tranfaétions in BENGAL. 148 


will fometimes give the appearanceof re- 
ality to any phantom of the imagination. 
TuE following hiftory occuring in the 
fame order of time, aptly illuftrates the 
truth of the above obfervation, and proves, 
that if the Nabob’s fears led him to be- 
lieve every idle report of defigns that had 
no exiftence, either in fact or probabili— 
ty, our faith was at lea{t as active as his, 
whether fear, or the zeal of party fpirit, 
impelled and gave life toit. It1is fcarce- 
ly conceivable, that any perfons fhould 
be fo blindly prejudiced, as to give en- 
tire credit to a ftory, of the Nabob’s hav- 
ing ordered all the mulberry-trees, and 
cotton-fhrubs in his country, to be root- 
ed up, from no other motive, than a 
mere {pite to the Englifh, and to deprive 
them of the benefits which they enjoyed 
in common with other merchants in the 
products of thofe plants: yet fo great 
was the eagernefs of feveral members of 
the Board, to catch at every report that 
tended to the Nabob’s prejudice, that 
fuch an abfurdity was readily believed, 
and the moft violent meafures propoted 
Vor. Il. L, in 
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in confequence, as will appear by the 
following papers. 


Extract of Confultation of April 12, (pre- 
fent Mef. Vanfittart, Batfon, Cartier, 
Marriott and Watts.) 
Mr. Batfon’s Minute. 
" R.Bartson lays before the Board 
the following letter from Mr. 
Chambers * at Coffimbuzar. 


Yo Stanlake Batfon, E/7; 
S1R, April 3; 1763. 

s¢ THE many daily occurrences here 
re and reports convince me, our trade 
‘s and every thing will f{peedily be put a 
<* ftop to, if fome meafures are not taken 
** to prevent it. There is an order paff- 
<* ed for deftroying all the mulberry- 
‘¢ trees in the country, and they have 
<¢ actually commenced putting 1t in ex- 
“< ecution; fo that we can expect no filk 
«© or filk piece-goodsfortheenfuing year, 
‘* if it is not put an immediate ftop fo. 
«¢ J] hear there is the fame order con- 
“< cerning 

* Mr. Chambers was the fecond of the factory 


of Coffimbuzar, and had charge of it during Mr. 
Batfon’s abfence. 
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cerning all the cotton plants, which 


will be as detrimental tothe white cloth 
trade. It is publickly talked at the 
city, .that the Nabob is determined to 
get rid of us one way or other; that 
he has money’enough to pay his troops 
longer than we fhall be able to {tay in 
the countrv without trade; for which 
reafon he will deftroy all the produce 
of the country, which may furnifh 
trade; for it’s all one to him, whe- 
ther we are in the country or not, if 
we won’t pay him any duties ; and he 
will either oblige us to do that, or 
quit' the country. 

«< SEVERAL parties of horfe and foot 
have arrived at the city, within thefe 
two or three days, and great prepara- 
tions are making for defence, in cafe 
our army comes this way, as it is re- 
ported they are coming, and that they 
had marched a little way, and were re- 
called. I thought it proper to acquaint 
you of the order concerning the mul- 
berry-trees and cotton, as I think the 


<6. €sovernor and Council fhould be ac- 


i. 2 ‘© quainted 
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quainted therewith, by which they 
will perceive how our trade is likely 
to be deftroyed. ‘The tomtoms have 
actually been about with the orders, 
and feveral people fent to deftroy all 
the mulberry fields. Should you think 
with me it is necefflary to acquaint the 
Board with thefe things, I fhall be o- 
bliged to you, if you will acquaint 
me with the refult. Iam, &c. 

s¢ Signed John Chambers. 


«© P. S. I think it would be highly 
neceflary to have a few more feepoys 
at this factory. Reports ruu very 
high and infolent, and I believe was 
the army to march, we thould be fur- 
rounded at this factory; and there- 
fore fhould be glad to have a few fce- 
poys to defend ourfelves. The arms 
of the feepoys here are very bad, I 
wifh you would apply for fome.” - 

IJe (Mr. Batfon) alfo acquaints the 


.., board, that immediately on the receipt 
. of this letter, he wrote an anfwery, a- 
,-greeable to the opinion of the members 


of 
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of the Council then in Calcutta, defiring 
Mr. Chambers, if the intelligence he 
had given him was certain, to confirm 
the fame in a letter to the Board, that 
they might take their refolutions ac- 
cordingly. 

RECEIVED a letter from Mr. Cham- 
bers, dated the gth, acquainting us, in 
confequence of Mr. Batfon’s letter to 
him, that it is beyond all difpute, that 
tomtoms have been beat in feveral places 
by order of the zilladars, who pretend 
to have received orders from the Nabob, 
to take up all the mulberry-trees on both 
fides of the great river; but he cannot 
fay for certain, that they have yet put it 
in execution. 

Le Prefident’s Opinion in Confequence of 
thefe Letters. 

As the intelligence, contained in the 
publick letter, differs in fome particu- 
Jars from what Mr. Chambers before 
wrote to Mr. Batfon, the Prefident is of 
opinion, that Mr. Chambers fhould be 
directed to acquaint the Board, from 
whence he got his intelligence, regard- 

L 3 ing 
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ing the mulberry-trees ; and to enquire 
in the name of the Board, from Syed 
Mahomed Cawn, whether he has receiv- 
ed letters from the Nabob to this effe& ; 
if he has, to require from him a copy 
of fuch orders, or endeavor by any other 
means to procure acopy, and tranimit it 
to us. 
Mr. Watts’s Opinion. 

Mr. WatTtrTs thinks, that the cer- 
tainty of what Mr. Chambers informs 
the Board, in his letter of the oth in- 
ftant, ought not to be doubted; efpeci- 
ally, as he had made an inquiry into the 
affair, at the requcft of the majority of 
the Board ; that the general behavior of 
the Nabob has been, and continues to 
be fuch, that further application to him- 
felf or officers, on any points whatfo- 
ever, ought as much as pofiible to be 
ayoided ; but efpecially in this cafe, as 
Syed Mahomed Cawn mutt know, that 
this information muft come from our 
Chief and Council at Coffimbuzar ; and 
confequently our doubting the truth of 
it, muft-leffen. the credit of that Board 

-- 1n 
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an his eyes. Mr. Watts further thinks, 
that Mr. Chambers may be wrote to, di- 
recting him to endeavor to procure co- 
pies of the funnuds and perwannahs, that 
may have been fent down from the Na- 
bob on this fubject, or any other proofs 
he may be able to get. 
Mr. Marriott’s Opznion. 

Mr. MARRIOTT agrees in opinion 
with the Prefident. 

Mr. Johnftone’s Opinion. 

Mr. JOHNSTONE does not think it 
of any confequence to make this further 
enquiry, as Mr. Chambers having been 
wrote to at the defire of the majority 
of the members then in Calcutta, may 
be fuppofed to have fatisfied himfelf of 
the truth of what he now publickhly in- 
forms the Board; nor would Syed Ma- 
homed Cawn’s denying to have received 
fuch an order, be any proof of the tom- 
toms not having been beat. Further, 
becaufe he thinks the other * pieces -of 

L 4 intelligence, 

* That the Nabob had fent bodies of ‘trbops@¢ 


different parts of the country, and was bufy um 
warlike preparations. 
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intelligence, which Mr. Chambers gave 
us in his letter, may incline us more im- 
plicitly to the belief of this, and the 
certainty of the Nabob’s intentions againft 
us, which we muft hear from Meff. A- 
myatt and Hay, before any anfwer could 
come from Mr. Chambers. 


Mr. Cartier’s Opinion. 

Mr. CarTierR thinks it would be 
proper to direct Mr. Chambers to enquire 
af Syed Mahomed Cawn, whether he 
has received fuch an order from the Na- 
bob, and to endeavor to get a copy of it. 


Mr. Batfon’s Opinion. 

Mr. Batson cannot doubt, but the 
proclamation concerning cutting down 
the mulberry-trees was actually made; 
and he thinks, the Prefident’s feeming 
fill to doubt it, and defiring a further 
enquiry to be made for the confirmation 
of it, 1s with a defign to difcourage Mr. 
Chambers from fending us intelligence, 
agreeable to his practice, in regard to 
the intelligence, which he (Mr. Bat- 
fon) formerly fent down in feveral of 

the 
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the Nabob’s and Petrus’s letters *. 
The Opinion of the Majority, and Refolu- 
tion in Confequence. 

Tue majority of the Board being of 
the Prefident’s opinion. Agreed, Mr. 
Chambers be grote to accordingly.” 

A FEW 

* As the reflection contained in the latter part 
of Mr. Batfon’s minute, will be judged to have re- 
quired fome reply, I fhall here infert an extra& of 
the minute which followed, tho’ foreign from the 
fubje&t in hand; this may ferve for one inftance of 
the fcandalous and indecent behavior, which by the 
intemperance of fome of the members, and the 


ready connivance of the reft, had taken place in our 
Councils. 


The Prefident’s QDueftion to Afr. Batfon. 

- “¢ The Prefident defires Mr. Batfon may be afk- 
ed, whether by feveral of the Nabob’s and Petrus’s 
letters, he means thofe copies of + Perfian letters, 
faid to be the Nabob’s and Petrus’s, read in con- 
faltation the 4th of March, 1762, and which afe 
ter profecuting the enquiry for feveral months with 
the utmoft attention, the Board judged’ to‘ be not 
authentick. ak 
Mr. Batfon’ s Anfuer,  ,,3 ~ > 

Mr. Batfon anfwers, it is thofe letters he means, 
and he doth not find, on perufing the proceedings, 
that ‘the Board did think them not atithentick ; and 
as the Prefident has folemnly detkared; that “hd 


knows 


+ Page 17, Vol. II, 
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A Frew days after the following an- 


fwer was received. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Chambers ro 
the Governor and Council. Dated 
April 16, 1763. 

“e OUR favor of the_12th inftant I 

7 have duly receivéd, in anfwer to 

“* your 
knows nothing of Cawn Bahadre’s coming to Cal- 
cutta, as related in that correfpondence, he defies 
him to confirm the fame by oath, otherwife he (Mr. 

Batfon) fhall continue to look on his declaration as 


falfe. 
The Prefident’s Reply. 


Altho’ the Prefident thinks it a very improper 
method of proceeding, that any member of the 
Board fhould be put to his oath on any occafion, ex- 
septing where the law requires it; and that the 
word of every member of the Board fhould be re- 
garded as an oath; jet for the fatisfaction of the 
Company, in a matter where their intereft is fo 
much concerned, and in which Mr. Batfon has 
called his {the Prefident’s) honor fo much in quef- 
tion, he: defizes he mgy be put to his oath before the 


Boaid, 
The Prefident’s Oath. 


I do folemnly fwear, that I never to my know- 
ledge faw or heard of a man, known by the name 
of Cawn Bahadre ; nor did any man ever make to 
me fuch a propofal, nor did I ever hear of fuch a 
propofal, as he is faid to have been commiffioned 
with, until the copies of the Perfian letters were re~ 
ceived from Mr. Batfon. 
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your queftion, from whence I had my 
intelligence ; I can only fay from the 
vackeel Kiffenindee, and feveral other 
merchants, who, on hearing the re- 
port, acquainted me with it, as did 
alfo a confiderable dealer in that arti- 
cle, who fays, he was told, that in five 
days the mulberry-trees mutft be all ta- 
ken up; but he has heard nothing 
fince, and I believe it was only a falfe 
report, occafioned, as I have fince 
learnt, from a cuftom of tranfplanting 
once in two or three years. I afked 
Syed Mahomed Cawn concerning the 
order; he fays, he hasreceived no fuch, 
nor given any. I have requefted of 
him to endeavor to find out the perfons 
who {pread the report, and to punifh 
them. The report was not only here, 
but on the other fide the great river. 
It will be impofiible for me to trace it 
to the foundation ; I have ufed already 
every method in my power, butin vain.” 


NotwitrusTanpine the propofed 


negotiation, the Board judged it expedi- 


ent 
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ent to take early precautions, in cafe it 
fhould not be attended with fuccefs, by 
forming a plan for the operations of the 
war. The refolutions upon this fubjet 
I fhall enter at large, and the debates 
which followed them. I cannot pafs by 
the latter, without taking notice of the 
propofal made by Mr. Johnftone, and 
fupported by Mr. Batfon, for authorizing 
the gentlemen at Patna, to begin the war 
upon the bare appearances of an hoftile 
intention in the Nabob. The fentiments 
of Mr. Ellis were too well known, to 
leave ita doubt, that he would inftantly 
avail himfelf of fuch a power, to declare 
un open rupture, which might have been 
juftified even by the report of a common 
hircarra, or any pretence as loofe, which 
he might think fufficient (fince he was 
the judge) to conftrue into an hoftile 
intention in the Nabob. It will be found, 
that when fuch a power was afterwards 
lodged in his hands, fuch was actually 
the confequence. 


Extracé 
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» Extract of Confultation, April 14, 1763. 
(Prefent Meff. Vanfittart, Adams, 

Batfon, Billers, Cartier, Haftings, 

Johnftone, Marriott and Watts.) 


es LTHO?’ it is to be hoped, that the 

difputes with the Nabob will 
yet come to an amicable iffue, itisthought 
neceflary to be prepared with a plan of o- 
perations,which may be moftexpedient to 
infure fuccefs, in cafe of a contraryevent. 

Ir is therefore refolved, 

First, Thatin cafe of arupture with 
the Nabob, and the Nabob fhould march 
towards Patna, in order to attack our 
troops and factory there, they fhall en- 
deavour to poffefs themfelves of the city, 
if they think theycan accomplith it with- 
out much lofs, and there remain, until 
they fhall receive further orders from us 
or major Adams. But if they fhould think 
that by attacking the city, they run a 
rifque of failing in the attempt, or of 
lofing many men, they muft then take 
{uch poft, as they think they can beft de- 
fend themfelves in; and if they can, 
- cover the factory, until they fhall receive 


further 
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further orders, as above-mentioned ; that 
in either cafe, they muft be careful to 
fecure all the provifions they can of every 
kind, and alfo draught and carriage bul- 
locks. 

SECONDLY, That in cafe of a rupture 
with the Nabob, and he fhould remain 
at Mongheer, the Patna party fhall act 
as in the firft cafe. 

TutrDty, That in cafe of a rupture, 
and the Nabob marches down this way, 
the Patna party fhall, after attacking and 
poffeffing themfelves of the city, move 
down as far as Ruinulla, to bein greater 
readinefs to join major Adams, and there 
wait for orders from major Adams, un- 
lefs from an alteration of circumftances, 
their own difcretion fhall direct them to 
act otherwife. 

THAT in any of the foregoing cafes, 
thefe are our prefent thoughts; but that 
we do not mean by fuch a plan, to re- 
ftrict them from taking any advantage 
that may offer, in cafe of a rupture de- 
clared. 


Tuts plan being fettled for the-Patna 
party, 
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party, in cafe of a rupture, the queftion 
Is put, 

How they fhall be informed of a rup- 
ture, or what they fhall conftrue as fuch ? 


Mr. Johnftone’s Opinion. 

Mr. JouNnsToONE thinks, the Nabob’s 
{topping our communication by letter, 
and moving, in confequence, with his 
army and artillery towards Patna, when 
there is no other enemy in the country 
adjacent, againft whom hemay have caufe 
to move, or it ought, in reafon, to be 
believed, that he directs his march, or 
the march of his army, this way, attend- 
ed by any correfpondent acts of hoftility 
of his forces ftationed at or round Patna, 
fuch as {topping their provifionsand com- 
munication with the country, or oppo- 
fing our people in the execution of their 
bufinefs, might, in the prefent circum- 
{tances, be conftrued by them as a rup- 
ture, and that they might immediately 
proceed to ac&t as directed in the plan. 

The Prefident’s Opinion. 

Tue Prefident thinks Mr. Joknftone’s 
propofal is extremely vague, and leaves 

it 
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it in the power of the gentlemen at Pat- 
na, by an error in judgment, to involve 
us in a war which we would rather a- 
void, and therefore would propofe, that 
the orders to the gentlemen at Patna 
fhould be after this manner: ‘* That 
<< they will be inftantly informed by us, 
<< if we fhould be obliged to declare a 
<< rupture with the Nabob, and that, 
«© therefore, they muft wait for fuch in- 
«¢ formation, before they act upon the 
<¢ plan laid down, keeping, in the mean 
<¢ time, well on their guard, and de- 
‘‘ fending themfelves and the Compa- 
«< ny’s rights againft all attacks.” ‘That 
he propofes thefe limited orders the ra- 
ther, becaufe he looks upon the party at 
Patna to be of fuch ftrength *, as to run 
no rifk from any attack of the Nabob. 

Tue queftion being put to the reft of 
the Board, which of thefe opinions fhould 
be adopted. 

Mr. Watts’s, €Sc. Opinion. 

Mess. Watts, Marriott, Haftings, 

Cartier and Billers, agree to the Pref- 


fadent’s. 
* See the return annexed. Mr. 


n 
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Mr. Batfon’s Opznion. 

' Mr. Barson is of Mr. Johnftone’s 
opinion, becaufe, after the Nabob has 
once commenced hoftilities _againft us, 
the tying up our party at Patna, 
from acting on the offenfive, as well as 
the defenfive, will give him an advan- 
tage, and fubject us to a difadvantage in 

cafes of exigency that may happen. 
Major Adams’s Opinion. - 
‘Major Apams thinks the gentle- 
men at Patna ought not to commence 
hoftilities withoutthe orders of the Board, 
but that, fhould the Nabob march a large 
force towards Patna, without any appa- 
rent reafon, or otherwife commit any act 
of hoftility, they fhould take any ftep 
for their own fecurity, even to the taking 
of the city of Patna, if it fhould be deem- 
ed abfolutely neceflary, and there defend 
themfelves without proceeding further, 
until they receive the orders of the Board. 
Opinion of the Majority and Refolution in 

Confequence. 
THE majority ot the Board being of 
the Prefident’s opinion. 

Vor. IIL. °* M AGREED, 
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AGREED, That we write to Patna, 
and tranfmit them a copy of thefe refo- 
lutions for their government. 

Mr. Johnftone’s Diffent. 

Mr. JounstTone begs leave to diffent 
from this refolution of the majority, or- 
dered to be tran{mitted to Patna, becaufe, 
he thinks the reftraining the gentlemen 
there from acting offenfively, till they 
have notice from hence of our declaring 
a breach with the Nabob, although he 
may proceed to direct open acts of hofti- 
litv again{ft them, is giving the Nabob 
all the advantages he could defire, fhould 
his refolution be to attack that detach- 
ment; the firft, in hopes of overpower- 
ing it before our army can arrive to its 
affiftance. The very intention of ovr 
council, Mr. Johnftone underftood, was 
to prevent the ill-confequences that might 
attend a ftoppage of our corref{pondence 
by letter, by the Patna party not having 
directions how to aét, in cafe the Nabob 
began hoftilities, and prevented our in- 
telligence by removing the dauks, and 
ftopping all letters; fhould the Nabob 
march towards Patna, we can expect no 

notice 
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notice of it but from the chief there, 
which, as the dauks will of courfe be re- 
moved, may very probably not reach us 
in lefs than ten or twelve days ; as many 
more may elapfe before they receive the 
Board’s declaration of arupture, by which 
they arc tied up at leaft twenty days, not 
to attempt any thing againft the Nabob, 
or the city of Patna, though their only 
hope of taking it, depends on their at- 
tempting it before the Nabob can reach 
it; and their circumftances, in regard to 
provifion, and in many other refpects 
may be fuch, as that their prefervation may 
greatly depend on their carrying it. In 
war, to prevent and defeat the defigns 
of an enemy, is allowed to be juft as well] 
as prudent; but this liberty, fo efiential 
to felf-prefervation, is denied to our fel- 
low-fervants, though ever fo fair occa- 
fion may offer. Mr. Johnftone is not 
more for their declaring war and begin- 
ning hoftilities the firft, than any other 
gentlemen at the Board; but he thinks 
it ought; and may be very reafonably 
left to the prudence of the gentlemen at 

M 2 Patna, 
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Patna, to judge what are open aéts of 

hoftility on the part of the Nabob, who 

is already armed and bids us defiance. 
Further Proceedings of the Board. 

It is further refolved, 

THAT if a rupture does happen, ma- 
yor Adams fhall march with the King’s 
regiment, and all the Company’s troops 
at Gherettee and Calcutta; captain Broad- 
brook’s and Maclean’s battalions of fee- 
poys compleated, alfocaptain Champion’s 
company of military from Jellafore, to- 
gether with the following artillery, viz. 
two twelve-pounders, fix fix-pounders, 
and two howitzers. The major is, there- 
fore, dcefired to make the neceffary lifts 
of {ftores accordingly. And it is further 
refolved, That feven companies of fee- 
poys from Jellafore, and three from 
Burdwan, fhall, in fuch cafe, be ordered 
to Calcutta to compleat the two batta- 
lions, to go with major Adams, and ferve 
for the duties of the Prefidency.” 


On the 18th, we received the follow- 
ing letter from Mr. Ellis and his council, 
dated March 5, 1763, which will fhew 

how 
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how ftrongly the report prevailed, that 
our forces at Patna would attack the city, 
fince the Nabob’s officer commanding 
there, thought it neceffary to take fuch 
extraordinary precautions for the defence 
of it. It will fhew alfo, in how much 
contempt they held the Nabob and his 
forces at this time; although they could 
afterwards exaggerate them as much, 
when it ferved as an argument to fupport 
their application, for a power to act as 


they thought proper. 


Letter from Patna. 
ee bdo favour of the 24th ultimo, 


we received the 2d inftant, and 
immediately difpatched the letter in- 
clofed therein to the Nabob. As far as 
we can judge, he inclines not to pacifick 
meafures ; for fince the receipt of your 
letters of the 7th and roth ultimo, he 
has been conftantly fending troops into 
this city ; the commanders of his forces 
in different parts of the country here- 
abouts, are under orders to affemble at 
Patna, and fome of them are actually in 
M 3 motion, 
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motion, by which it feems as if he in- 
tended a blow at this party ; on that head, 
however, we are pérfectly eafy, but un- 
der the deepeft concern for the fate of 
the city, which we are hourly apprehen- 
five will be plundered by the licentious, 
undifciplined rabble within its walls. 
The fuburbs are already entirely deftroy- 
ed, and the wretched fituation of people 
of all ranks, is more eafy to conceive 
than defcribe. 

Meer Minny Cawyn is the name of 
the perfon whom the Nabob has appoint- 
ed his naib here, but to this time he has 
not paid the chief the ufual compliment 
of acquainting him with his arrival ; he 
catries on the preparations for attack or 
defence (for as yet we know not which 
to call them) with more vigor than his 
predecefior, and thereby addé to the ter- 
ror and alarm of the inhabitants. The 
night before laft, the whole of his people 
were under arms till the morning ; great 
part of yefterday the gates were kept fhut, 
and the relief of our hofpital guard refu- 
fued admittance; upon which, the chief 

wrote 
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wrote him a letter; a copy of it we now 
inclofe, as hkewife of his anfwer. ‘The 
guard has been fince admitted, but the 
burbunna gate {till remains fhut. 

Ir is commonly talked, that the Na- 
bob has fent this Mindy Cawn to drive 
out the Englith ; but you will judge that 
there is not much danger to be appre- 
hended from a man, whofe talent feems 
chiefly to lie in founding his own praifes. 
His infolence may, however, reduce us 
to the difagreeable neceffity of taking 
the city from him. With the greateft 
difficulty, we have collected money fuf- 
ficient to pay our Europeans for this 
month, and our feepoys for March; and 
have not, at this time, a fingle rupee in 
cath ; we therefore requeft you will take 
the moft {peedy method of fupplying us.” 


Mr. JoHNSTONE, who had already * 
interrupted the publick bufinefs by per- 
fonal reflections on me, for the diftinc- 
tion made by the Nabob in his letter to 
Mahomed Allee, of the Company’s duf- 

M4 - tuck 


* See page 77, of this Vol. 
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tuck and my own; refumed the fame 
fubjec&t in the following minute, in the 
confultation of the 18th, to which I 
fhall fubjoin my reply. 


Extra& of of Coafiation of April 18, 1763. 
ohnftone’s Mmute. 
“Mi * ae STONE begs leave to re- 
mark, in anfwer to the Prefi- 
dent’s minute of the 28th of March, that 
the true tranflation of the paragraph of 
the Nabob’s letter, to Mahomed Allee, 
No. 29, hereto fubjoined, done by Mr. 
Gulfton, is very different from that 
which Mr. Vanfittart appeals to, and 
ftands entered in the country correfpon- 
dence, and which Mr. Johniftone objected 
to at that time, though by not then being 
able to get the original, it could not be 
altered. The very letter produced by the 
Prefident, which though wrote after the 
appearance of his order of the Nabob’s, 
he would refer to as a proof, that no a- 
greement of this kind had ever been 
mentioned betwixt him and the Nabob, 
plainly and exprefsly declares the fame 
fenfe 
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fenfe of the paragraph that we have fol- 
lowed, referring to the gomaftahs of 
Mr. Vanfittart’s private bufinefs, who 
might have either the Company’s, or his 
own private duftuck, that they fhould 
not be impeded further. 

Ir does not appear from any line in 
the Nabob’s letter, that the Governor’s 
trade was ftopped, nor any inftance or 
place referred to, which would have 
been the cafe, and particularized, it may 
be fuppofed, as well in regard to them, 
as to his particular gomaftah Coja Wannis. 

By this, and many other of the Na- 
bob’s publick letters and orders, it ap- 
pears, he confidered and directed nine per 
cent. to be levied’ on whatever goods are 
purchafed, being the produce of this 
country, without regard to their being 
for exportation or inland trade.” 


Extract of the Nabob’s Letter ( — 
in by Mr. Johnftone.) 


‘6 HIE Governor writes to me, that’ 
‘* you interrupt his own gomai- 


; 


«¢ tah; notwithftanding iri the paper of ~ 


“< regula- 
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<« regulations, there is no diftinction of 
‘€¢ private and publick. Yet, as the Go- 
«< vernor is my friend, I accordingly 
<* write to you, not to impede the go- 
«¢ maftah of his private trade, that may 
<< have with him either the Governor’s 
‘¢ or Company’s duftuck.” 
The Prefident’s Reply. 

In anfwer to Mr. Johnftone’s further 
minute, I obferve, that the only differ- 
ence between Mr. Rogers’s tranflation 
of the pofticript of the Nabob’s letter to 
Mahomed Allee, and Mr. Gulfton’s *, 
is, that in the firft it ftands the gomaftabh, 
in the other the faid gomaftah; but whe- 
ther the Nabob’s intention was general, 
or particular, all that I affert, is, that I 
never defired, nor would accept of any 
privilege, for my gomaftahs, over thofe 

of 


* See Mr. Rogers’s tranflation, page 1, of this 
Vol. Mr. Gulfton’s is the above extract, delivered 
in by Mr. Johnftone, who thinks proper to produce 
that part only of the Nabob’s letter, becaufe inthe 
beginning of the very fame letter, it appears, that 
the trade in queftion, which Mahomed Allee had 
ftopped, belonging to me, was a part of thirty bales 
of cloth, provided for me with the Company’s duf- 
tuck, 
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of the reft of the gentlemen in the {fer- 
vice; and that I never fealed duftucks 
with any other than the Company’s ufu- 
al duftuck feal. My letter to the Nabob, 
No. I. dated January 24, contained the 
complaint I mentioned, of two parcels 
of my own goods being ftopped, with 
the Company’s duftuck, under the charge 
of Ramnaut Holdar, and Coja Afkafuk, 
belonging to Coja Wannis; and it was 
in confequence of that complaint, the 
Nabob fent the orders in queftion to Ma- 
homed Allee, in which the complaint of 
Coja Afkafuk, and Coja Wannis is par- 
ticularly noticed. As foon as I got a 
fight of thefe orders, I wrote the Nabob, 
as by the extract entered in confultation 
the 28th of March, to let him fee that I 
did not mean to have any particular in- 
dulgence for my own gomaftahs, but 
expected equal juftice with others.” 


Messirurs Amyatt and Hay remain- 
ed fome time at Coffimbuzar, waiting 
for the Nabob’s approbation of their vifit 
to proceed. His anfwer arrived on the 


2oth, 
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2oth, and fignified, tho’ reluctantly, his 
confent to receive the deputation. This 
letter, and one received fome days be- 
fore, being laid before the Board, it was 
determined by the majority, after a long 
debate, that Meff. Amyatt and Hay fhould 
proceed. ‘The Nabob’s letters, and the 
debates upon the fubject, I fhall enter as 
follows. 


Copy of a Letter from the Nabob £o the 
Governor. Dated April 2, 1763. 

Hiave been favored with your let- 

ter of the 24th of March. I did 
not expect, that while I was going to 
take another country you would fend 
troops into mine. You fome time ago 
wrote to me, while I was at Beteea, that 
the bufinefs of the country, in the dif- 
tricts was obftructed; and that you fhould 
fend people to prevent it; but you did 
not write that you would feize and carry 
away my aumils, and difgrace them. I 
do not write anfwers to Mr. Ellis’s let- 
ters on this account, becaufe, from, the 


PeBinning he had one meaning 1 in Ais 
mouth, 
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mouth, and another in his heart; and 
acted contrary to what he wrote, as in 
the affair of the opium, where he took 
a bond from all the merchants, by which 
he was to purchafe it himfelf ; and for 
this Mr. Ellis wrote to Nobit Roy. But 
concerning the falt petre, which is the 
Company’s own bufinefs, he wrote no- 
thing, nor did he afk any queftions re- 
lative to it; but at once fent feepoys, 
and feized the aumil of Taajepoor, whom 
he accufed of impeding the fait petre, 
and carried him away bound. As the 
falt petre bufinefs is of the greateft im- 
‘portance, it was proper, that he fhould 
write in the fame manner as he did about 
the opium. When feepoys were fent, 
Rajah Nobit Roy fent his Chubdar to him, 
to know on what bufinefs they were go- 
ing into the perganahs. Mr. Ellis an- 
fwered, that when they returned from 
their bufinefs, he would know. A co- 
py of Nobit Roy’s letter Iinclofe. Hf 
any one had refufed to liften to him, then 
he might have fent people to prevent his 
bufinefs being obftructed, not tobind and 

carry 
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carry away my officers. I before wrote 
you, that I was coming to Rajemahl, 
‘and would act according to your direc- 
tions; but not regarding this, you fent 
people to the diftricts, and created dif- 
turbances. Unable to help myfelf, I 
have taken off all duties. 

Ir notwithftanding this, you fend pee- 
ple to the perganahs, I fhall doubtlefs 
imagine you have another ally in view. 

Wits regard to your fending Mr. A- 
myatt, I before wrote, that of mercantile 
affairs, nothing is left to be fettled. I 
have now only the revenues of a {mall 
parcel of land. If you fend him to regu- 
late this, let me know. As to mercantile 
affairs, I have relinquifhed every thing, 
and nothing remains for him to negoti- 
ate. In future, fhould you have any 
thing to do in refpect to the revenues of 
thecountry, do it with fomeother perfon. 

In regard to the expreffion of /ervants 
and men of low condition, which 1s thought 
to reflect on the gentlemen of Council. 
Hitherto I have had no knowledge of 


the gentlemen of the Council. The fer- 
: vants 
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yants and menof low condition, are what- 
ever perfons make a difference between 
the reputation and bufinefs of the Com- 
pany and mine, and endeavor to create a 
difturbance and difputes between us, and 
whatcan be more plain and exprefs than 
this ? In a place where one man, or let- 
ter of yours, would be fufficient to clear 
your bufinefs, and carry it on in a pro- 
per manner there, to fend feepoys (fer- 
vants and men of low condition) and 
companies of feepoys, to take my officers 
and carry them away bound, and do their 
utmoit to make a difturbance between 
you and me. Confider, Sir, whether 
this is a proceeding of men of low cha- 
racter, or of men of rank and dignity?” 


Copy of a Letter from the Nabob to the 
Governor. Dated April 11, 1763. 
: { Have received your friendly letter, 
in which you write me, that ‘* if 
you and the gentlemen of Council 
were inclined to bring on a rupture, 
«* the difputes and hoftile proceedings, 
in feveral places, would have given 
«< fufficient 
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fufficient occafion for declaring it im-~ 
mediately ; but that a rupture, and 
the fetting up another Nazim, is by 
no means your defire, for which rea- 
fon you had appointed Mr. Amyatt, 
and Mr. Hay, to confer with me, that 
the difturbances might be put an end 
to, and our friendfhip confirmed ; and 
that befides the article of cuftoms, 
they had other articles in charge, 
therefore, I fhould write to thofe two 
gentlemen, defiring them, in a friend- 
ly manner, to come ; for with refpect 
to the cuftoms, the orders lately given 
by the fircar, were not confiftent with 
the Company’s rights and interetts ; 
and that if I fhould refufe to confer 
with thofe two gentlemen, it would 
occafion a rupture between us.” Sir, 
is furprizing, that you do not fee the 


actions of your own people, and will not 
give credit to them. 


NoTWwITHSTANDING the treaties be- 


tween us and the country, and the mo- 
ney I have given for the Company’s ar- 
my, the only favor fhewn me on all fides, 
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is the fending troops, and feizing the 
aumils of the diftrict of Dacca, attack- 
ing and beating the tannadars of Jatira- 
poor; and, on the Patna fide, taking 
my aumils, and keeping them in prifon. 
What are greater hoftilities than thefe ? 
It is furprizing, that you do not fee the 
‘difturbances of your own people, and 
will derive every thing, tending to hofti- 
lities, from my words and letters; and 
having prepared an army, the gentlemen 
-hold themfelves ready to begin a war 
with me. I am really ftruck with a- 
mazement. 

WiTu refpect to Mr. Amyatt and Mr. 
Hay, I before wrote, that if they came 
only on a vifit, my houfe was theirs. 

Now I write again, that if they come 
with only one or two companies of ne- 
ceflary attendants, I have no objection. 
But I muft remark, that on the one fide, 
you ufe only violent meafures ; while on 
the other, looking towards the treaties 
between us, you fend to confer. A con- 
ference, attended with fuch unreafonable 
violences, never was heard of in any 

Vou. II. N coun- 


178 | NARRATIVE of the 


country, and certainly you intend to do 
nothing contrary to cuftom. 

By what you write of other articles 
of bufinefs, befides the cuftoms, I un- 
derftand, that for this remaining coun- 
try, which is left for my fhare, you have 
appointed me aumil, or regard me as 
wadadar, or zemindar, or gomaftah, or 
muttafeddee; that you have given in 
charge to the faid gentlemen other ar- 
ticles of bufinefs, exclufive of cuftoms. 
Write me fully and explicitly of this, 
that I may be acquainted and act accor- 
dingly.” 


Eixtrad of Confultation of the 20th of 
April, 1763. (Prefent Mef. Vanfittart, 
Batfon, Cartier, Haftings, Johnftone, 
Marriottand Watts.) T4eNabob’s Ler- 
ter of the 11th Inflant, being read and 
debated on at the Board, as alfo bis An- 

fwer to Mr. Amyatt’s Letter wrote at 
the fame time. 

“ ‘les queftion was put, whether 

Meff. Amyatt and Hay fhould in 
confequence be recommended to proceed 
- . to 
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to Mongheer, and demand of the Nabob 
a definitive anfwer to the points contain~ 
‘ed in their inftructions. 

Mr. Watts’s Opinion. 

Mr. Watts is of opinion, that the 
prefent letters received from the Nabob, 
are as evafive as thofe read in confulta- 
tion the 11th of April; and that they 
are not in the leaft fatisfactory, therefore 
thinks, from the treachery the Moors are 
famous for, and the Nabob’s difpofition 
and character, that it is unfafe for 
Meff. Amyattt and Hay to proceed ; but 
as every method ought to be tried to pre- 
vent a rupture, he propofes, that the 
letter be fent to thofe gentlemen, and if 
they believe no rifk would attend them, 
he is of opinion, it would certainly be 
very proper for them to proceedto Mong- 
heer, and demand a pofitive anfwer to 
their inftructions. 

Mr. Marriott’s Opinion. 

Mr. MarRRiorT is of opinion, that 
a copy of the Nabob’s letter to the Pre- 
fident, and his letter to Mr. Amyatt, 
fhould be tranfmitted to Meff. Amyatt 
and Elay ; and that they fhould be re- 


N 2 commended 
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commended to proceed to Mongheer, and 
require, from the Nabob, a definitive 
anfwer to every point of their inftruc- 
tions, as being the moft {peedy and cer- 
tain method of bringing things to a con- 
clufion. 

Mr. Johnftone’s Opinion. 

I ruHinxk the Nabob gives not Meff. 
Amyatt and Hay any greater encourage- 
ment to go on their deputation, by the 
letters now before us, than in thofe he 
wrote of the 2d inftant. The Nabob 
only confents to receive their vifit, if 
they come as friends ; but without fatif- 
fying us, he will treat with them on bu- 
finefs, on which we had demanded a po- 
titive anfwer ; and the exprefiions of his 
letters induce me to think, he will make 
ufe of this pretext, of his not having 
confented to enter on bufinefs, to decline 
treating on any of the points for which 
thefe gentlemen are deputed. 

I wou tp leave it to thofe gentlemen 
to'judge and decide, whether they have 
fufficient reafon to proceed in hopes: .of 
faccefs from fuch anequivocal letter; and, 
in the mean time, would haye all the 

{tores 
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ftores tranfported to Gherettee, and all 
the other preparations made agreeable to 
the indent of major Adams. That what- 
ever refolution be taken hereafter, a day 
may not be loft in waiting after we have 
determined. 

Mr. Haftings’s Opinion. 

T'uHE Nabob, in my judgment, plain- 
ly declares, that he is very willing to re- 
ceive Mr. Amyatt’s vifit, and only ex- 
prefies his fears, left he fhould be go- 
ing upon an hoftile intention ; for this 
reafon, and to put a ftop to the inftur- 
rections which thefe difputes have given 
rife to, in the province of Bahar, and 
the alarm fpread thro’ both provinces, 
I think Meff. Amyatt and Hay fhould 
proceed, without lofs of time, on their 
deputation. 

Mr. Cartier’s Opinion. 

Mr. CARTIER is of the fame opinion 
with Mr. Marriott. 

Mr. Batfon’s Opinion. 

In the fenfe I underftand the Nabob’s 
letters, he {till refufes to treat with Meff. 
Amyatt and Hay on any matters of bu- 
finefs, and {till continues in the fame evil 

N 3 difpo- 
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difpofition towards us; I therefore think 

it improper for thofe gentlemen to pro- 

ceed on their deputation. 

The Prefident’s Opinion, and that of the 
Majority. 

Tue Prefident agrees in opinion with 
Mr. Marriott; and that appearing alfo 
to be the opinion of the marjority. 

Refolution in Confequence. 

AGREED, that we dowrite accordingly 

to Meff. Amyatt and Hay.” 


WHIESTF this point was in debate, 
the following letter was received from 
the Chief and Council at Patna to the 
Board. Dated April 113, 1763. 
ss if is highly neceflary, that you fhould 

bring matters to a fpeedy iffue with 
the Nabob, for the difaffected zemindars, 
and other malte-contents, taking the ad- 
vantage of his infamous and foolith be- 
havior, are rifing up in arms, and threa- 
ten deftruction to the country. He has 
already loft Beteea, arid we have intelli- 
gence, that Camgar Cawn, Baboo Cawn, 
and fome other Chiefs, are plundering the 
country about Doudnagar. The Bouge- 


poor 
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poor Rajahs are alfo aflemblhing forces on 
the other fide of the river; and we dai- 
ly expect to hear of their entering and 
pofiefiing themfelves of their antient do- 
mains.” 


WHATEVER was the defign of thofe 
gentlemen, in painting, in fuch ftrong 
colors, the troubled ftate of the province 
of Bahar, it could not but have fome 
weight with the Board, in fhewing the 
neceffity of putting an end as {peedily 
as poffible to our difputes with the Na-~ 
bob, and muft have afforded a convinc- 
ing argument of the little inclination the 
Nabob could have to protract them, 
fince the confequences, according ta this 
reprefentation, appeared fo fatal to his 
country, and deftructive to his govern- 
ment. At the farne time, truth obliges 
me to obferve, that the whole ftory was 
without foundation, it being well known, 
that the province never enjoyed a itate 
of more perfect tranquility. Not a ze- 
mindar in the country, ever lifted up his 
hand againft the Nabob, from the be» 
ginning of our troubles; and Camgat 


N 4 Cawn, 
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Cawn, in particular, upon the firft call, 
joined him with all his forces. The a- 
verfion which the Nabob fhewed toMeff. 
Amyatt and Hay’s vifit is very obferva- 
ble, thro’ every one of his letters, and 
the reafon is as obvious. He was now 
firmly perfuaded by Mr. Ellis’s conduct, 
and the approbation it met from the 
Board, that they were refolved to break 
with him ; and he well knew Mr. A- 
myatt’s connection with that gentleman, 
and his difaffection to himfelf. Thefe 
circumftances, added to thereport (which 
he readily believed) of our forces being 
actually on the march againft him, made 
him conceive, that the propofed nego- 
tiation was only a blind to other defigns ; 
and that Meff. Amyatt and Hay were 
going to conduct or affift them. I thought 
no way fo likely to convince him his 
apprehenfions were groundlefs, as the ar- 
rival of thofe gentlemen, when he would 
fee, with his own eyes, that they had 
only a {mall efcort. 

On the fecond of May a letter ar- 
rived from the Nabob, addreffed to the 
Company, of which the fullowing is a 
tranflation. Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from the Nabob Zo the 
Company. Dated April 21, 1763. 
- Te? E particulars of the ruinous 
ftate of Bengal, you will have 
been doubtlefs acquainted with from the 
writingsof Mr. Vanfittart, your Governor, 
and the other gentlemen of the Council, 
the fame I will briefly lay before you. 
Tue Nabob Meer Mahomed Jaffier 
Cawn, by the affiftance of Colonel Clive, 
became Nazim of Bengal. But by rea- 
fon of the infirmities of old age, he was 
incapable of beftowing that attention 
which was neceflary to the adminiftra- 
tion of affairs ; e{pecially after the death 
of his fon by a ftroke of lightning, when 
an excefs of grief and affliction, depriv- 
ed him of the exercife of his reafon and 
underftanding, and added to the infirmi- 
ties of old age. At this time the Prince 
of the empire, whilft his father was yet 
in poffeffion of the throne, by reafon of 
the enmity of the Omrahs coming: down 
from Delly, arrived in the diftricts of 
Patna, and caufed great tgoubles there. 
ALTHO’ 
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AxtTuo’ Aulumgheer, his father, wrote 
to Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, to fend 
the Prince to his prefence; yet, as the 
Prince had no fixed reftdence, the en- 
deavors of the Nabob afore-named, and 
of the Englifh army, were productive of 
no profitable effect, whilft the revenues 
of the country were entirely obftructed, 
and the bufinefs alfo of the Company’s 
¢ommerce was much impeded. Dur- 
ang this confufion, the Nabob afore-nam- 
ed became indebted about two crores of 
fupees to his army, and the troops of 
the Company, befides the debt owing 
to the Sircar of the Company, from the 
Nabob afore-named; of which, from 
his extreme negligence, and want of au- 
thority, he was unable to difcharge the 
frhalleft part*, andhewas reduced to fuch 
an extremity, that the army furrounded, 
and tumultuoufly gathered about him 
every day for their arrears, whilft the 
demands of the Royal treafure became 
more preffing. 

BesripeEs this, he was indebted to o- 
ther merchants ; and the Morattas lay at 

the 


* In the original, the tenth of a tenth. 
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the diftance of five or fix cofs from 
Micorfhedabad, encreafing the general 
diforder, and pofiefiing themfelves of the 
whole country. Upon this occafion, the 
honor and dignity of the Nabob afore- 
named, was openly attacked by the hands 
of the army and other people, who fur- 
rounded his houfe, and crowded uponand 
underneath his walls, loading him with 
opprobrious language, and raining ftones 
and bricks upon him. 

WueEn I faw things come to this pafs, 
and the army and the people, who, from 
the profpect of their impending ruin, had 
applied themfelves to me, were a little 
appeafed ; I offered myfelf as fecurity for 
the arrearsof the army, and I fatisfied the 
people. Then, by the means of Mr. 
Haftings, I made known to the Gover- 
nor, Mr. Vanfittart, the extremity to 
which my honor was reduced ; the uni- 
verfal confufien which reigned in the 
Nizamut, that all methods had proved in- 
effectual, and that the people and the ar- 
my had applied -themfelves to me, and 
therefore I defired him to-come and af- 

: fift 
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iftme. ‘The Governor, Mr. Vanfittart, 
feeing the diforderly ftate of the Nizi- 
mut, and of the currency of the Com- 
pany’s affairs, judged ithighly advifeable, 
that I fhould be invefted with the di- 
rection of the affairs of the country, and 
the command of the forces of the Nabob 
afore-named; with this view, he came 
with fome of his council to Moorfheda- 
bad, and advifed the Nabob in thefe 
terms. ‘* Do you remain at eafe and in 
«* quiet in the palace, and entruft all 
«* your affairs to him *, who will ferve 
‘* you with his heart and life, and ef- 
«< fectually reftore good order to your 
«« country.” The Nabob afore-named, 
not confenting to remain at Moorfheda- 
bad, immoveably declared that he would 
go to Mecca, and accordingly, with this 
defign, departed to Calcutta, where I 
have ever fince remitted a monthly fum 
for his fubfiftence. For this caufe, re- 
garding the welfare of the people, and 
the prefervation of my own honor and 
character, which were united with the 


Nabob 
* Meer Coffim. 
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Nabob afore-named, I ftrenuoufly ap- 
plied myfelf to the management and ef- 
tablifhment of the affairs of thefe pro- 
vinces. 

Tue Governor, Mr. Vanfittart, repre- 
fented to me, that the Company fuftered 
a great lofs by the heavy expences of the 
Englifh forces, and he defired that I 
would affign a tract of land for their pay, 
and they fhould attend me, and be of 
fervice to me: I replied, that I would 
pay them ready money. When hecon- 
fented not to this, exclufive of the ready 
money, effects, lands, and the farm of 
falt-petre, given by the Nabob Meer 
Jaffier Cawn, I affigned three diftricts, 
which produced an income of fifty lacks 
of rupees for the charges of the forces of 
the Company; that they might collect 
the rents as they pleafed, and apply them 
to the defraying of their expences, and 
when called upon, afford me affiftance. 
Befides this, I furnifhed five lacks of ru- 
pees, as an affiftance which was necef- 
fary for the charges of the Company’s 
forces, in the fiege of the fort of Pondi- 

cherry. 
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cherry. Alfo, twenty lacks of rupees, 
the debt owing from the Nabeb Meer 
Mahomed Jaffier Cawn, I entirely dif- 
charged. At that time, the troubles 
caufed by the Prince increafing, I march- 
ed from Moorfhedabad to the province 
of Bahar, expecting to be affifted by the 
Company’s forces; and as the father of 
Shah * Aalum was dead, I addreffed the 
Shah, requefting, that whatever impro- 
per meafures had been taken by Meer 
Mahomed Jafher Cawn, he would par- 
don my offences, and the fums due to 
the imperial fircar I would pay. But 
feveral gentlemen and chiefs of the Com- 
pany’s forces (of whom there were at 
that time many difmiflions and changes) 
making certain agreements with the 
Prince, conducted him to Patna, and 
affociating with fome of the muttafed- 
dees of the Nizamut, and having taken 
the fort of Patna into their own pofflef- 
fen, they laid me under an heavy ex- 
pence to my- troops for fix months, and 

ce fitrove 


banal 


* The mame affumed by the Prince, on ‘tte death 
- of his father. 
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Rirove to throw all my affairs into difor- 
der. By the bleffling of God, Mr. Van- 
fittart remaining firm to his treaty and 
agreement, called feveral gentlemen from 
Patna to Calcutta, fo that their defigns 
proved abortive ; and by paying and pro- 
mifing, J prevailed upon Shah Aalum to 
return toward the imperial city. What 
I have done thefe three years for the 
welfare of the people, the care of the 
country, the prefervation of your friend- 
fhip, and the currency of your affairs, is 
as manifeft as the fun. There is no oc- 
cafion for me to write it, and without 
doubt, you have been fufficiently inform- 
ed of it from the addrefies of your Go- 
vernor, Mr. Henry Vanfittart. ‘The con- 
dition of thefe three years, how fhall I 
write, and what I have fuffered, and yet 
do fuffer, from the hands of feveral gen- 
tlemen? The flame of enmity every day 
rifes higher; whatever they pleafe they 
do, binding and carrying away my offi- 
cers; whatever comes into their mouths 
they fpeak, and they place guards upan 
my -houfes and forts. 

On 
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On any taxable goods imported, I have 
never troubled them for one rupee; and 
fuch of the moft valuable commodities of 
the country, as they have bought and 
carried to other ports, have paffed in like 
manner, without any demand from me 
for duties upon them. Yet not contented 
with this extenfive trade in all articles free 
from duties, they carry on a trade in 
many things not cuftomary, fuch as dried 
fifth, ftraw, bamboos, beetle-nut, {falt, 
tobacco, timvers, and other trifling ar- 
ticles, which ufed to afford the means of 
fubfiftance to the poor and indigent in 
-the country, nor are fit for exportation, 
nor can produce any profit to the Com- 
pany; and for their own trade and ad- 
vantage they raife difputes. 

By fuch means, the poor, and the in- 
habitants of the country were reduced 
to, and ftill continue in ruin and mifery ; 
of all thefe matters I wrote repeatedly to 
.the governor, Mr. Vanfittart. Altho 
he did not confider, nor do juftice to the 
poor, nor redrefs their oppreffions, yet 
for my fake he came to me, and agree- 

ing 
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ing to a fmall duty on goods bought and 
fold in the country, he returned to Cal- 
cutta. But feveral gentlemen of the 
council, ‘not regarding the words or acts 
of the Governor, proceeded to improper 
and unbecoming meafures, and fixed the 
root of enmity fo deep, that there was 
no refource left in Bengal, and the dif- 
orders of the Nizamutaredailyincreafing. 
Whatever I fay or write upon this occa- 
fion, thefe gentlemen will not confider, 
nor do me juitice : difregarding the treaty 
and good name of the Company, they 
defire not to abftain from hurting their 
own characters with the Company, nor 
to abide by our agreement. 

But I have one hope yet left in the 
juftice of the Company, fince in the pre- 
fence of the Company, the iniquity of 
any one, whether relation or ftranger, 
fervant or friend, meets not with coun- 
tenance; and fuch practices as tend to 
the fubverfion of the country, and the 
ruin of the inhabitants, will, upon no 
account, be approved of by you. Af- 
furedly, on hearing thefe things, you will 

Vor. III. O gracioufly 
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gracioufly befriend me; and I, for my 
own part, ever attentive to the friend- 
fhip, the confirmation of the union, and 
the obfervance of the treaty and agree- 
ment with the Company, whichT have 
in my hands, under the feal of the Com- 
pany, do remain, and will continue, in 
quiet and forbearance to the utmoft of 
my power. Ihave that reliance on your 
friendfhip and benevolence, that you will, 
in the ftricteft manner, enjoin the chiefs 
of the army, and the gentlemen that re- 
fide in, or may come into thefe parts to 
affift and befriend me according to the 
treaty and agreement, nor in contradic- 
tion thereto, to labour at introducing 
diforders into the country, and amongft 
the inhabitants. 

Ir is proper that you grant me an an- 
{wer to this addrefs, that hereafter I may 
have a written pledge of your affection 
and kindnefs, to fhew to thefe gentlemen, 
that your affairs and mine may be con- 
ducted in a proper manner. In this view 
I fhall ufe my endeavors, and labour with 
my heart and life in promoting the fuc- 
cefs of your affairs. Ir 


Tranfaciions in BENGAL. 196 


Ir you refufe me this, this province, 
on which your commerce and my Niza- 
mut depend, will be one entire fcene of 
ruin and mifery, without any refource 
left ; and with the payments to the royal 
treafury, the charges of the army, and 
other neceflary expences, I fhall be in- 
volved in inextricable diftrefles. For your 
information Ihave reprefented this. What 
more fhall I trouble you with ? May the 
degree of your wealth and profperity be 
for ever encreafing”’. 


From the good fenfe and temper ap- 
parent in this letter, I] now began to 
flatter myfelf with the hopes of arecon- 
ciliation; nor were they a little encou- 
raged by the good opinion I had of Mr. 
Amyatt, whom, in fpite of the lengths 
to which the violence and unhappy in- 
fluence of others had driven him, I knew 
to be poffefied of a moderate difpofition, 
and by nature, the moft ill-fuited to the 
litigious {cenes in which he had unwarily 
engaged. ‘The Nabob had always pro- 
feffed a favorable opinion of him; and as 

O 2 by 
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by this time he muft have been con- 
vinced, that the report of our forces be- 
ing on the march againft him, was with- 
out foundation, his objeétions to the 
vifit muft vanifh of courfe. I therefore 
made it my endeavor, in all my letters 
to the Nabob, to convince him of the 
good intentions of Mr. Amyatt, and to 
perfuade him to yield to the terms which 
were prefcribed to him, repeating the 
affurances of my own unchanged attach- 
ment, with promifes of redrefs from the 
juftice of the Company, to which he had 
appealed. But it was now too late, our 
difrerences had taken too deep root to be 
removed: Mr. Ellis, encouraged by the 
dupport atforded him by the Board, con- 
tinued to widen the breach ; and the Na- 
bob, tired out with repeated provocations, 
and more plainly convinced of my ina- 
bility to protect him, loft all temper, 
und fhewed himfelf from this time fcarce 
lefs violent than his enemies. 

On the gth of May we received the 


following letter from the chief and coun- 
cil at Patna. 


Patna 
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° E have received your favor of 

' the 14th inftant, with the re- 
folutions of the Board, which as far as 
we can comprehend them, will not al- 
low us to conftrue any act of the Nabob 
as hoftile, although ever fo greatly ten- 
ding to our ruin, but we are to wait un- 
til we have notice from you of a rupture 
being declared. Who there may be to 
receive your commands is hard to fay, 
but moft probably, neither any of us, 
nor of the party now here, as we fhail 
clearly evince. 

We have had intelligence (not from 
hircarras) that if the army fhould come 
from Calcutta, the Nabob intends march- 
ing here to attack us; in which cafe, he 
will certainly remove our dauks, and cut 
off all communication by that channel. 
It will be the third day of his march be- 
fore we can receive certain advice of it ; 
and a fingle coffid will be twelve days 
reaching Calcutta, provided he meets 
with no impediment; but it is more 
probable that, at fuch a juncture, he ne- 

O 3 ver 
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ver gets there, and ftill more fo, that 
your an{fwer never reaches us. 

Hiow then are we to act ? This factory, 
itis well known, is not tenable if attack- 
cd from the city, and to abandon it, will, 
amoneft many other evils, give fuch a 
fhock to the fpirit of our troops, as may 
induce the greateft part of our feepoys, 
(in whom our principal ftrength confifts) 
to defert us, and go over to the Nabob, 
where they are better infured of fucceis, 
and will meet with ample encouragement, 
which has not been fpared, even when 
there was no appearance of a rupture, to 
thofe who would defert with their arms. 
Another fubftantial reafon why we can- 
not leave the factory, is, our having put 
our ammunition, for its greater fecurity, 
in the lower part of the houfe, the ma- 
gazine where it before lay, being liable 
to be blown up by a common rocket. 

But let us fuppofe, for a moment, 
that on the Nabob’s marching againft us, 
we quit the factory and take poft; are 
we to facrifice our furgeons and fick who 
refidein the city? For it cannot be fup- 

pofed, 
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pofed, that they will be permitted to 
come out, or if they could, the fituation 
of moft of them is fuch, that their being 
brought into the air, will be attended 
with certain death. When we have for- 
tified ourfelves in this poft, our- affairs 
are not at all mended; for the Nabob 
has only to furround and ftarve us, whilft 
we, dying by inches, fit waiting for your 
orders, which can never arrive, but with 
the army, and that at the fooneft will be 
forty days after his march from Mong- 
heer. How are we to fubfift all this 
time ? The Nabob feizes all provifions 
coming from Bengal; and fuch 1s the 
{carcity here, that had it not been for 
the gunge, which fo much pains was 
taken to abolifh, we had long e’er now 
been obliged to take up arms, to procure 
our daily fuftenance ; but was there plen- 
ty, we have not a rupee to purchafe it. 
With the utmoft difficulty we have {cra- 
ped money together to pay our troops, 
for thefe two months paft; and, at this 
time, have not fufficient to difcharge a 
fourth part of the demands, that will 

O 4 be 
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be upon us in a few days, altho’ we ac- 
quainted you of the lownefs of our cafh 
as long ago as the 2d of February. This 
party, “tis true, runs no rifk from the 
Nabob, provided we are allowed to act, 
and make the moft of every advantage 
that may offer ; but if our hands are ti- 
ed, our deftruction becomes inevitable, 
fuch a body as this muft ever act offen- 
fively and vigoroufly, and nip the de- 
figns of the enemy in the bud. ’Tis 
by fuch conduct only, that they can hope 
to preferve themfelves; and, furely, it 
is juft and laudable to make ufe of every 
means, providence has put in our power, 
to defeat the attacks of a cruel and 
faithlefs enemy. 

Our fafety lies in maftering the city, 
by a coup de main, before the Nabob 
gets into it; for, afterwards, it may be 
impracticable, and the confequence of 
our acting on the defenfive any where 
but in the city, we have already pointed 
out. Our diftance from Calcutta is ve- 
ry great, and whenever the Nabob marches 
this way, our communication will be cut 


off, 
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off, and moft probably not opened but by 
your army. If therefore we fhould obey 
nature’s firft law, we hope we fhall not 
be found culpable, tho’ it may not per-~ 
feGtly coincide with your orders. 

WE cannot conclude without obferv- 
ing to you, that we think we have no 
ways merited the diffidence you exprefs, 
nor given the leaft reafon ever to fufpect, 
that we would involve the Company in 
a war by any rafh or unpremeditated ftep. 
We rather think, that we have given proof 
of a contrary difpofition, in bearing the 
many infults we have received, particu-" 
larly fince Mehdee Allee Cawn has been 
appointed Naib here, whofe people have 
even dared to abufe and call us oppro- 
brious names aloud from the walls. We 
fhall be as far as any, to whom the ma- 
nagement of the Company’s affairs are 
entrufted, from bringing them into dif- 
ficulties ; but when it is really neceffary, 
fhall endeavour to act with a {fpirit that 
becomes fubjects of Britain, and fervants 
of her greateft commercial body. 

YouR letters are always one, and of- 

fen 
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ten two days earlier in date than any o- 
thers from Calcutta, which gives the Na- 
bob a great advantage in point of intel- 
ligence. We therefore requeft you will 
order them to be difpatched with the ut- 
moft expedition.” 


I cannot help remarking here, up- 
on the unbecoming ftyle and falfe reafon- 
ing ufed in this letter. Inftead of a de- 
cent reprefentation of their opinion, it 
4s a paffionate exclamation againft the or- 
ders of the Board, which they endeavor 
to make appear unintelligible, and in- 
confiftent with the fafety of the Com- 
pany’s factory and troops at Patna. 

Tue orders of the Board, at which the 
chief and council of Patna are fo much 
offended, were thefe *; that in cafe of 
a rupture with the Nabob, we fhould 
give them the earlieft notice, which they 
were to wait ; and, in the mean time, they 
were to content themfelves with defend- 
ing the Company’s interefts and property 
againit all invaders. This furely was fuf- 

ficient, 


* See page 162, of this Vol. 
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ficient, for what danger could we appre- 
hend to fo ftrong a detachment as theirs, 
from any number of the Nabob’s forces. 
They themfelves always called them an 
undifciplined * rabble, and gave an + in- 
{tance of 4.000 repulfed by 50 of our fee- 
poys, who made good their retreat from 
Gyah to Patna, upwards of eighty miles. 
Money we {fupplied them with fo plen- 
tifully, that when they quitted the facs 
tory, they carried off fixty thoufand rug. 
pees in cath, which fell afterwards ante 
the Nabob’s hands. 

TuHey are offended, that it was not 
left to them to declare a rupture when 
they thought proper, “‘ becaufe they had 
“<* certain intelligence (not from hircarras) 
<< that the Nabob was determined, up- 
on the firft notice of the march of any 
troops from Calcutta, to proceed with 
all his force to attack the detachment 
of our troops at Patna.” 

In anfwer to which, I fay firft, that 
I believe the determination of peace and 
war, was never known to be left in the 

hands 
* See page 164, of this Vol. + See paze 88, ibid. 
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hands of any inferior power; and, fe- 
condly, that if the power of declaring a 
rupture with the Nabob, had been left 
to the Chief and Council at Patna, it 
was to be apprehended, that partly thro’ 
falfe intelligence, and partly thro’ their 
particular indifpofition towards the Na- 
bob, they would be induced to declare 
againft him, without real or fufficient 
reafon, and contrary to the intentions of 
the Board. Indeed, I muft add, that it 
was my own firm perfuafion, that they 
only fought fuch a power for a fanction, 
to the immediate execution of their own 
defigns. 

For proof that their intelligence was 
fometimes fallible, I refer to that very 
article, which they call ‘* certain,” of the 
Nabob’s intention to march to Patna, 
upon the firft notice of any of our troops 
fetting out from Calcutta. It was plain 
from the Nabob’s letter already infert- 
ed *, that he had received fuch accounts 
of our troops fetting out from Calcutta, 
as he believed to be true ; and yet he 

fhewed 


* See page 143, of this Vol. 
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fhewed not the leaft fign of marching 
towards Patna. In like manner, in the 
Patna letter, of the 15th of March, we 
were advifed of the Nabob’s being en- 
camped at Poonarek, and that he defign- 
ed to march back to Patna, to attack 
our troops ; but we heard for certain the 
next day, that he had proceeded quietly 
to Mongheer. Many more inftances, 
were it neceffary, might be produced 
from the Patna letters, of miftaken in- 
telligence. For proof of their particu- 
lar indifpofition towards the Nabob, and 
their endeavors to aggravate every acci- 
dental circumftance into a crime againft 
him, I might refer to numberlefs paffages 
in their letters; but I believe thofe which 
have already occurred, in the courfe of 
this narrative, will be fufficient, nor need 
the fupport of further quotations. 
Wuitst Meff. Amyatt and Hay were 
at Coffimbuzar, they advifed us, that 
the Seets * had been feized and carried a- 
way to the Nabob. This being judged 
a confequence of the Nabob’s fufpicions, 


that 


* Juggutfeet and his brother, two famous bankers. 
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that they were concerned in fome ill de- 
figns with us, and a breach of the pro- 
mife which he made to me, upon his 
firft acceflion to the fubahfhip ; a fevere 
remoniftrance was fent to him againft 
this proceeding, with a demand for their 


releafe. 
Tue Nabob in anfwer, wrote as fol- 


lows. 


Copy of a Letter from the Nabob fo the 
Governor. Dated May 2, 1763. 


I Have received with pleafure your 
= friendly letter; you write, that 
‘* in the fame manner as the writers of 
‘< news, and incendiary reports, had 
*< falfely informed me, forces were dif- 
<¢ patched by land and water, and thro’ 
«¢ the woods and mountains, they muft 
«¢ have wrote upon the affair of the Seets, 
‘© that the Englith forces had been dif- 
‘¢ patched thro’ their inftigations, and 
‘© that thofe gentlemen were aflociated 
‘¢ with the Englifh, for which caufe 


‘© they muft have fallen under my dif- 
<* pleafure ; 
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pleafure ; you write alfo, that you 
underftand, from Mr. Amyatt's let- 
ters, that Mahomed Tucky Cawn hav- 
ing taken the fame gentlemen from 
their houfe, had placed them in Hee- 
rajeel. The news of this procedure 
had greatly amazed you, becaufe, atthe 
time that I fat in the mufnud of the 
Nizamut, I, yourfelf, and the Seets 
were joined ; and, it was agreed, that 
thefe being the principal men of the 
country, it was proper to carry on 
the management of affairs* through 
their means. And alfo at the time 
you came to Mongheer, you faid all 
that was tg be faid concerning them, 
and now to carry them away with 
fuch indignities, is unbecoming ; that 
this procedure is a diminution of my 
character, and breachof faith, between 
you and myfelf; and will give a pub- 
lic reproach to your good name and 
my own. That fuch a difgrace was 
never offered to them, in the govern- 
ment of any former Nazim. ‘That 
their bufinefs is only commerce, nor 

«s have 
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«¢ have they ever aflumed any concern 
<¢ in the affairs of the government; and 
<* you defire, that I will write to Meer 
«¢ Sved Mahomed Cawn Bahader to re- 
«< leafe them, that they may return to 
‘* their own houfe.” Sir, your forces 
have not marched to Luckypoor, neither 
have they entered Dacca, nor have they 
gone to Rangamettee or Rungpoor; and 
where have they not committed violences > 
and what place, or what diftricts, are 
free from them ? And what day paffies, 
that the-dependents and companies of 
the Englifh at Gherettee and Calcutta, 
do not raife reports of war and tumults, 
and troops, marching from every quar- 
ter to Mongheer and Patna, that you 
write that the hircarras, and writers of 
news, write falfehoods ? The hircarras 
of neceflity write what they hear. 
Anp in the affair of the Seets, no per- 
fon has to this time ever wrote any thing, 
nor fpoken to me concerning them. 
Now that you write to me, with all 
thefe {pecious pretences, it is as manifett 


as the fun, that under the government 
of 
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of every Nazim of Bengal till now, O- 
michund (for inftance) and every other 
dependent of the Englifh, and thefe gen- 
tlemen too attended on the Nazim, 
and affifted on the affairs of the fir- 
car, at the fame time that they carri- 
ed on their mercantile concerns. God 
be praifed, that you yourfelf write that 
I faid, ** thefe gentlemen are of confe- 
‘* quence, it is proper to carry on my 
‘* aftairs with their intervention.” For 
thefe three years that I have borne this 
burthen, and have repeatedly wrote 
to thefe gentlemen, to carry on their 
own bufinefs, and affaft in the affairs ot 
the Nizamut, they paid not the leaft re- 
gard to my fummons, and have put a 
fiop to all their mercantile bufineis, and 
have done all they could, to throw the 
affairs of the Nizamutinto confufion, and 
treated me as an enemy, and out-law, 
and refufed to come. Now that I have 
{ent my people, and brought them hi- 
ther, it was not becaufe they were in- 
triguing with the Englifh, &c. but for 

Vout. III. Pp the 
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the management of fuch of my affairs, 
as indifpenfably required it. Since the 
beginning, this was agreed upon between 
us, that thefe gentlemen, &c. fhould 
always attend upon the Nazim, and car- 
ry on both the bufinefs of the Nizamut, 
and their own. As to your writing to 
me in this manner, and knitting your 
brows without reafon, and treating the 
covenants and treaties which are between 
us, like children’s play, breaking en- 
tirely through them, as if you had not 
any kind of regard tothem; what other 
confti uction can I devife for this ? Whilift 
your people drag and carry away my au- 
mils, and keep them in confinement ; in 
this ‘unjuftifiable infolence of your pebd- 
ple; ‘which is over-fetting the treaty be- 
tween us, there is no diminution of cha- 
raGter, no breach of faith, nor caufe of 
reproach between us, neither is any vio- 
lation of the treaty in this. But when T 
faummon a min, who is my own depen- 
dent, the treaty is broke, and my admis 
niftration becomes weak, and my nanité 


fuffers in the fight of every one, but par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly in yours. O gracious God! 
this is a matter of aftonifhment, which 
my underftanding cannot reach. Ina 
word, that thefe gentlemen, from the 
firft day, {wore and agreed, that ‘* where- 
‘¢ ever my life was, their life was, and 
*¢ wherever my bufinefs was, their bufinefs 
‘© was.” God be praifed, that this is afact 
known to all the world. Now I have 
brought them to this place, that they may 
always be with me, andattend to my bufi- 
nefsand their own, according to cuftom. I 
know not, whether what you write in be- 
halfofthefe gentlemen, be by way of inter - 
ceffion for them, or whether their names 
are included in our fa@fmer treaty, which 
you have recourfe to, when you charg¢ 
me with breach of faith, and violatiqn 
of former agreements, and reproach me 
with weaknefs, and a bad name. God be 
praifed, that I have fent for them with 
no other defign than for the currency of 
bufinefs, and for their continuance in one 
plage: neither, as in the cafe of Coja 
Wajeed, have I feized any perfon unjuft< 
ly, nor charged my confcience with the 

P 2 unjuft 
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unjuft death of any man. If you are re- 
folved to put mifconftructions on every 
proper and lawful action of mine, I am 
utterly without remedy; but if you re- 
gard equity, this matter is not of fuch 
confequence, as to give occafion for fo 
much contention and reproach. 


In the Nabob’s Hand-writing. 


Sir, Though it is agreed by the 
treaty between us, that I fhould ne- 
ver fay any thing in behalf of the fer- 
vants and dependents of the Company, 
nor you, gentlemen, interfere in behalf 
of the fervants and dependents of the Ni- 
zamut; yef you, Sentlemen, have re- 
varded all this as utterly obliterated, and 
in contradiction thereto, perfift in the 
violation of the treaty, and defire to raife 
your name, and eftablith your own cuf- 
toms. I am remedilefs.” 


Tui Nabob had never expreffed him- 
felf with fo much acrimony, nor betray- 
ed the vehemence of his refentment fo 

ftrongly 
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ftrongly as in this letter, which feems to 
have been dictated from a fenfe of the 
deepeft injurics. It muft be confeffed, 
the provocation was fufficient to draw 
fuch a recrimination from the Nabob, 
upon the little account which we made 
of feizing and imprifoning his officers, 
whilft we were fo ready to reproach him 
for doing the fame to hisown dependents. 
But what contributed at this time to 
make him the lefs relifh our remon- 
{trance, was the news which he had juft 
received of the feizure of Mahomed Al- 
lee, which, in confequence ofour orders * 
to the chief and council at Dacca, they 
had effected happily without oppofition, 
and immediately fent him prifener to 
Calcutta; this treatment (however me- 
rited) of an officer of fuch confequence, 
affected the Nabob more than all that 
had paffed, nor could he mention it with 
temper in any of his letters after this 
period. 
Own the 30th of May, we received the 
following letter from Meff. Amyatt and 
P 3 Hay, 
* Page 139, of this Vo!. 
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‘Hay, containing an account of their firft 
interview with the Nabob. 


Copy of 2 Letter from Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay, fo the Governor and Council. 
Dated May 18, 1763. 


ee WE waited on the Nabob the 1 5th, 
to acquaint him of your refolu~ 
tion. In converfing on the different ar- 
ticles, we found it impoffible to difcourfe 
feparately upon them ; and he defired us 
to write down what we had to fay to 
him. We delivered to him aPerfian tranf- 
late we had made of our inftructions. 
The fame being read, he defired we 
would leave it with him, as alfo the Fir- 
, mauns, &c. which we acquiefced to. 
* The next evening he fent his moonthee 
_ Hafiz, Iffrar ae. to us, to defire we 
“would fign that Perfian tranflate, or draw 
“out a lift of fuch demands as we were 
“commiffioned to get complied with; 
hs fhich we accordingly did, and fent it to 
“him figned and fealed, a copy of which 
Bas here inclofed. We again waited on 
im this morning, to defire his an{wer, 


if 


2 
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if he would comply with thefe articles, 
and give us the fatisfaction required. He 
replied, it would take up fome time to 
confider on them, and defired two days 
to give his anfwer. We had a good deal 
of converfation with him on different 
fubjects, in which it appeared he had 
confidered himfelf as in a ftate O€°> war 
with us for fome time paft, and had if- 
fued orders, and made preparations ac- 
cordingly, which has been the caufe of 
fome of the interruptions and infults our 
people have met with lately; and moft 
of the others, he faid, had been occafion- 
ed by Mr. Vanfittart’s letter, which he 
hitherto looked on as a treaty, the Go- 
verhor had been authorized to enter into 
with him, which caufed him to fend 
thefe orders over the country to his au- 
mils, the executing of which, we now 
fo much complain of. We remarked 
to him, many of thofe interruptions we 
had laboured under, before that letter. 
As far as we can judge from our laf 
converfation, he feems fomewhat con- 
vinced that our intentions are not hoftile, 

P 4 as 
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as long as he does not attempt to infringe 
our rights (of which we have ufed our 
beit endeavors to perfuade him) and gives 
us fatisfaction for the loffes fuftained by 
infults offered to the Englifh by his offi- 
cers in different parts of the country. 
This we are in hopes he will comply 
with, though he makes great ufe of the 
argument, of his having acted by Mr. 
Vanfittart’s agreement. We cannot write 
you, at prefent, with certainty of his in- 
tentions, but hope to be more fo in our 
next. We fhall again wait on him, for 
a further converfation on the many arti- 
ticles he is to comply with, before the 
time appointed by him for giving his 
anf{wer, to endeavour further to convince 
him of the reafonablenefs of them ; when 
we fhall mention to him the moving * our 
troops to Patna, which hitherto we have 
declined on account of his fufpicions.” 


Tuts letter afforded fome hopes, that 


the Nabob would fubmit to the demands, 
and 


* ‘This was in confequence of a refolution of the 
Board, to relieve the Patna troops every year, by 
fending a frefh detachment from Calcutta. 
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and thus our difputes be ended; but it 
appeared from his letters afterwards, that 
his difpofition for peace, was little affift- 
ed by his converfation with Meff. Amy- 
att and Hay, who, inftead of allowing 
room for negotiation, or fhewing an e- 
qual willingnefs to hear and redrefs his 
grievances, perfifted only in requiring a 
determinate anfwer to their own de- 
mands, which might as well have been 
infifted on by letter from Calcutta, with- 
out putting them to the rifk or trouble 
of fo long ajourney. The Nabob com- 
plained much of this proceeding, and 
by fome pafiages in his letters, appears 
to have been as little pleafed with the 
haughty ftyle in which they addreffed 
him ; whilft they, in their turn, retorted 
the fame complaint upon him. But 
what were the Nabob’s real intentions 
at this time, whether to fubmit to necef- 
fity, and fign to the articles, or by re- 
jecting them, refer our differences fo the 
chance of war, it is hard to judge. It 
is certain, he was provided as well as he 
could be, againft the worft; though it is 

my 
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my own belief, that his intention was ne- 
ver to begin the war, but to avoid it, til] 
he thould be forced to defend himfelf. 
That fuch was his difpofition, I judged 
both from his letters and conduc: his 
letters, though filled with the moft bitter 
remonftrances of the violences commit- 
ted againft him, fhewed always a fear of 
coming to extremities, and a defire to 
treat; while ours, which he was an- 
fwering, contained the moft abfolute 
commands, enforced with a denuncia- 
tion of war, if he refufed to fubmit to 
them. And as to his conduct, if he had 
refolved upon war, he would furely not 
have neglected the many ways he might 
have taken to diftrefs us: he would have 
attacked the detachments fent out from 
Patna, and endeavoured to cut them off 
from the body, inftead of making inef- 
fectual complaints to us; above al] things, 
he would have been prepared, on the frft 
commencement of hoftilities, to ravage 
the Burdwan province, from whence he 
knew we received our chief fupplies of 
money ; in fhort, he would have ftop- 

ped 
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ped the currency of the Company’s bu- 
finefs in all parts, which he never once 
attempted, till the city of Patna was at- 
tacked and taken by our troops. 

Wuitst our affairs were in this cri- 
tical fufpence, a very unlucky circum- 
ftance happened, which gave a turn to 
the fcale, and introduced a freth fubje@ 
of difpute. Some boats laden with arms 
for our troops at Patna, which had been 
difpatched about two months before, 
paffing by Mongheer, were ftopped there 
by the guards. Meff. Amyatt and Hay 
demanded their releafe; but the Nabob 
looking upon this as a frefh proof of our 
defign to break with him, and naturally 
concluding that thefe arms were to be 
employed againft himfelf, refufed to part 
with them, unlefs our forces were re- 
moved from Patna, declaring, that whiltt 
they continued there, employed as they 
had always been, to intimidate the offi- 
cers of the government, and fctreen the 
violences and oppreffions of Mr. Ellis, 
he could put no confidence in our pro- 
feffions. At the fame timc, as a proof 


that 
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that his view in the demand was only to 
prevent the ill ufe which he knew Mr, 
Ellis would make of thofe forces, he of- 
fered, as an alterative, that they fhould 
continue there, provided that Mr. Ellis 
was recalled, and either Mr. Amyatt, 
Mr. M<Gwire, or Mr. Haftings, ap- 
pointed chief in his room, otherwife he 
infifted that the detachment fhould be 
ordered down to Mongheer for his fer- 
vice, according to the terms of our ori- 
ginal treaty. In fthort, he pretended, 
that the only object he aimed at, was to 
obviate the mifchievous defigns of Mr. 
Ellis, by depriving him of the means of 
.effecting them ; and declared, that this 
only couldpreferve the peace between us; 
for that he was certainly informed, Mr. 
Kllis was refolved to attack the city of 
Patna. The firft advice that we received 
of this affair, was in a letter from Meff. 
Amyatt and Hay, of the 26th of May, 
which inclofed, at the fame time, the 
Nabob’s reply to the demands of the 
Board, and was confirmed by their letters 
‘of the 2gth and 31% of the fame.month. 
Thefe 


% 


Tranfactions in BENGAL. 221 


Thefe letters, with tranflations of the 
demands prefented to the Nabob, and 
his reply annexed, I fhall here infert. 


Extract of a Letter from Meff. Amyatt 
and Hay to the Governor and Counc. 
Dated May 26, 1763. 


E have not feen the Nabob thefe 

four days, he being indifpofed, 
which caufed us to importune him by 
letters, for an anfwer to the feveralk de- 
mands, you ordered us to infift on his 
complying with. This morning he fent 
it by Nobit Roy, which we now inclofe 
you; we had before flattered ourfelves 
he intended giving us a favorable one, 
though he all along continued to infift on 
our people being the agegrefiors, and 
complained of our feizing his aumils, 
when he was always ready to redrefs our 
grievances, without entering into juft 
arpument, but confining it to occurren- 
ces lately happened, fince his order iffued 
in confequence of Mr. Vanfittart’s letter; 
but he feemed to agree, by his converfa- 
tion, that the method we now wanted 
our 


ce 
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our bufinefs to go on in, properly ob-~ 
feryed, was juft, and to appearance he 
was free from apprehenfions of our 
wanting to quarrel with him; but we 
now muft conjecture, this behavior was 
anly to delay time for fome purpofe or 
ather. 

‘Tue boats, with the arms for Patna, 
arrived here yefterday, and were ftopped 
by the Nabob’s chokey. We immedi- 
ately applied for their releafe by letter, 
and gave them a duftuck, mentioning 
they contained arms, which they have 
kept, and the boats ftill continwe’ de- 
tained. "The Nabob promifed an anfwer 
by Nobit Roy this morning, who {aid 
they were detained for having arms in 
them. 

THe letter written him to day we 
have fent, hoping it will have fome ef- 
fect on his mind, reflecting that our going 
away muft neceffarily bring on a rup- 
ture; to prevent which, it may make 
him hearken to reafon, and he may ftill 
be brought to comply with the articles 
required ; therefore, if he defires us to 

ftay, 
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ftay, and releafes the boats, we fhall con- 
titiue here till fuch time as we receive 
your orders how we are to act 1n cafe of 
his non-compliance with any, or every 
article; but if he ftill continues the hoftils 
action of detaining the arms, we fhall 
move from hence either towards Bengal 
or Patna, as moft convenient, if we have 
reafon to fufpect his wanting to ftop us.” 


Copy of the Demands prefented by Meff- 
Amyatt and Hay fo the Nabob. 


: W®* have already pointed out to 
your Excellency, the grounds 
of our right to a free trade throughout 
the provinces, and the independency of 
our people upon the country government, 
founded. upon the royal Firmaun, &c. 
Aitefted copies of which we have laid 
before your Excellency, as well as the 
hearty refolutions of the Board, to fup- 
pdrt you in your government with all its 
advantaged; as lorig as you do not attempt 
to'inffinge thé ‘privileges of the Englifh. 
WE now proceed, agreeable to your 
défire,’ td'diaw out a writing of the de- 
mand, 


A 
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mends wearecommiffionedto make frant 
the whole Board, and under their hands 
and feals. 

First, That your Excellency do an- 
nul the treaty you made with Mr. Van- 
fittart, and recal the feveral attefted co- 
pies of it, which were circulated, toge- 
ther with your perwannah, in confe- 
quence thereof, to the feveral aumils of 
your government, informing them of 
ats being void. 

Seconpiy, That reparation be made 
for the loffes fuftained by the Englith, 
both before the faid treaty was made. and 
after it, by the fttoppage of their bufinets, 
and the opprefiions of your feveral officers. 

THirpiy, That the funnuds granted 
by your Excellency, for the exemption 
of all duties, for the fpace of two years, 
be immediately annulled, and all duties 
collected as before, as it in a great mea~ 
fure deprives the Englifh of the advan- 
tages which the tenor of the Royal Fir- 
maun has ever entitled them to, above 
ether merchants, and is entirely repag- 
nant to their rntereft, and prejudicial to 


the 
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the good harmony which ought to fub- 
fift between your Excellency and the 
Englith. 

FourTuHLy, That difputes between 
the Englith and the dependents of your 
government be adjufted in the following 
manner, viz. 

AT all thofe aurungs which are adja- 
cent to, or under the management of the 
fubordinate factories, the gomaftah, in 
cafe of being injured by any of the of- 
ficers, of the government or their depen- 
dents, fhall firft make application for re- 
drefs, in writing to the officer of the go- 
vernment, refiding on the fpot; from 
whom, if he does not receive immediate 
fatisfaction, he fhall fend his complaint 
to the chief of the neareft factory, who 
fhall be empowered to take cognizance of 
the fame, and demand and exact (if necef- 
fary) the fatisfaction which the cafe may 
require. But that it is to be underftood 
in refpect of weavers, pykars, and all 
others, who receive advances of money 
for goods to be provided, or are indebt- 
ed for goods bought, the gomaftahs fhal! 

Vor. HI. Q_ retain: 
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fetain theit power as ufual, to call fich 
debtors to account. On the other hand, 
where the government’s people fhall have 
icafon to complain againft an Englifh 
gomaftah or agent, they fhall givé the 
faid agent or gomaftah notice of the 
complaint in writing ; requiring and re- 
commending to him te fettle it in an a- 
micable and equitable manner; and in 
cafe the agent or gomaftah refufes, or 
neglects to fettle it in fuch manner, as 
fhall appear reafonable to the govern- 
ment's officer, he fhall then tranimit an 
account of it to the chief of the heareft 
Englith fattory, and deliver a copy of the 
faid account to the gomaitah; and the 
chief of the fa&tory is hereby required 
td examine ftri@ly into the affair, -and 
decide it adcording tojuftace, giving a 
copy’of his determination to the officer 
of the govetniidnt:- who meade the rom- 
plaint. That the gendemen of the.fub+ 
ordinates Ghalt keep a segifter.of fuch 
complaints, with the decifions pafied on 
them, a copy whereof thd beforlvards 
ed monthly to ‘the Prefideney:! “With 

. tefpect 
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re{pec to the diftant places where trade 
is carried on, fuch as Rungpoor, Poor- 
neea, Gwalparah, and Rangamettee, there 
is at prefent no refident on the part of 
the Company ; but the fituation of the 
former being fuch, as will make it con- 
venient for examining the complaints, 
and deciding the difputes, which may 
happen in moft of thofe places, we have 
accordingly appointed a gentleman to 
refide there for that purpofe. 

FirTuHiy, That a gentleman, on the 
part of the Englifh, do always refide at 
your Durbar, by whom all tranfactions 
between your Excellency and the Eng: 
lifh, will be carried on in future; and 
that he be acquainted with, and approve 
all orders, which are to be ifued thro’ the 
country relative to the Englifh. 

SixTHiy, That jagheeree funnuds be 
granted the Company for their lands of 
Burdwan, Midaapoor and Chittagang. 

SEVENTHLY, That you do iffue pe- 
semptory orders to the fhrofts and others, 
for effecting the currency of the rupees; 
eeined in our mint, aad for our coining 

Q 2 three 
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three lacks of rupees annually, in each 
of the mints of Dacca and Patna. 
EicutuxLy, That the money difburf- 
ed by Mahomed Reza Cawn in the ex- 
pedition of Tippera, out of the revenues 
of Chittagong, after that provinge was 
made over to the Company, bereimburfed. 
Nintuty, A public and exemplary 
punifhment is required to be inflicted on 
Law] Shaw, the commander of the troops 
from Tekarree, belonging to your Ex- 
‘cellency, who attacked a fubahdar, 
and fifty feepoys belonging to the Eng- 
lifh, declaring, that he had the Nabob’s 
orders to cut every Englith feepoy to 
pieces wherever he fhould be found ; and 
‘that the faid punifhment be inflicted be- 
fore our departure from hence. 
TENTHLY, That the Seets be releaf- 
ed, and permittedto go where they pleafe 
unmoletfted. 
_'" EvevenTary, That your Excellency 
‘“ao give us an‘ explicit anfwer.to the a- 
‘ ‘bove demands, and with all convenient 
“expedition iffué your orders agteeable 
’ thereto, fo that the Englith bufinefs may 


be 
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be freed from the interruptions which it 
‘now labors under.” 


Copy of the Nabob’s Reply to Meff. Amy- 
att and Hay’s Demands. 


: AS I have nothing to do with cuf- 
toms or duties on any kind of 
goods from any merchant whatever, and 
have wholly exempted them for two years 
to come, ye may engage in whatever 
trade ye pleafe, nor will any one med- 
dle or interfere therein. After the time 
of exemption is expired, every officer 
will again interfere for duties, then ye 
will prove your rights from grants, &c. 
and I will anfwer you. 

First, Vhe Governor’s agreement 
was never regarded by me, and an order 
is now going to my officers, that the 
copies of the writing he gave me, where- 
foever they appear, are null and void. 

SECONDLY, Whatdoes it matter? the 
lofs that has arifen in the revenues, due 
to my Nizamut, on account of you gen- 
tlemen, fettle with me for that, and I 
am ready to fettle the lofs that it can be 

Q 3 proved 
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proved’ the Company have fuffered in 
their bufinefs thro’ my officers. 

Tuirpty, The profit and advantage 
that has ever ufed to accrue to the Com- 
pany, for my own part, I covet none 
of it. The diftinction of the Company 
is what it has been ; but do you examine 
my papers, and fee, that in the chucla of 
Hoogly, Dacca and Patna, &c. thirty 
or forty lacks of rupees is the annual a- 
mount of the taxation arifing from thofe 
leffer receipts of cuftom. 

For thefe twoor three years paft, what 
have I received ? Nay, have I not paid 
the expence of thefe three diftricts, and 
other offices, out of my own pocket ? Be- 
fides all this, your folks have proceeded 
againft my officers, with the utmoft in- 
dignity, ahd carried them aay into con- 
finement. 

AxTuo’ I have again and again wrote 
to you on this head, and advifed you 
thereof, it availed not at all, nor did you 
cotitetn yourfelves about it. As I pet-~ 
ceived there was ho redrefs for me ; ahd, 
on the cohttary, I fifferéd the greatet 


Z indignities 
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indignities and jnfults from ypur ,bands,, 

for the fake of recovering your friend flip ; | 
having na other remedy, J,preferred my 

own lofs, and have taken off al] cuftqns_ 
whatever. 2 
Fourruziy, Whenever the chigfs and 
gomattahs of yaur factories interrupt not 
my people, and the dependents on the 
government, my afficers alfo will not 
interfere with the weavers, pykars, and 
others, ufually dependent on your fa¢to- 
ries. And when we fhall agree on both 
fides, to act in this manner, for what will 
my officers canfelefily commit injuri¢s a- 
gainft you? Yop write, that the chiefs 
of your faGories will fettle difputes., You 
haye never brought an officer of this go- 
vernment before a chief of a factory, for 
fettling any matter in my aduoypniftia- 
tion until now; at prefent, if contrary 
to cuflom, you are purpofed to oveg- 
threw my influence and authority ip the 

countries of Bengal, & . it is a means of: 
deftzoying our frieadfhip., There agver 
has been a factory of yours at Rungpoor,, 
and the powsr teq whigh ye haye given, 
' Q 4 to 
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ta the chief, ye would have raifed there, 

of hearing and determining all caufes in 
the country round about, is altogether 
foreign to any agreement or grant you 
have. If yeare refolved to act contrary 
to all agreement, how will my authority 
and influence be kept there? And my 

officers being there, is altogether needlefs. 
_ WHoeREFORE thofe places, whither 
you are to fend chiefs, and to direct the 
adminrtration of all caufes, and the ma- 
giftrature in fuch a manner, you ought, 
firft, to advife me of, for the removal of 
my officers, that I may call them thence, 
atd deliver the bufinefs of the place into 
yourhands; becaufe, from there being two 
rulkfs in the fame diftrict, the country 

and inhabitants are ruined and opprefied. 
.FirnrHity, Whenever we have agreed 
together, ‘to our mutual fatisfaction, there 
will be no neceflity for your deputy re- 
maiming at my court, as a fingle letter, 
for thefe two or three years pait, has fuf- 

ficed for every thing that has happened. 
SixruHLiy, Iw the treaty between us, 
‘as itf{ha}k have been mentioned, either for 
the 
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the expence of the Company’s troops, or 
as a jagheer, I will perform accordingly. 

SEVENTHLY, The revenues arifing 
from all the provinces are received in 
Sunwaut rupees. The payment of my 
troops is alfo in the fame {pecies, as well 
as all other charges of the Nizamut great 
or fmall ; and I have never molefted any 
one for the revenues in Sicca rupees, 
coined either at Moorfhedabad, Patna or 
Calcutta. Moreover, the fhroffs and mer- 
chants are no one’s fervants, but for the 
fake of a {mall profit, deal one with the 
other. Let every man of his own fancy 
buy and fell whatever he pleafes, I thal] 
interrupt no one. 

Bieutury, Allthe money that Ma- 
homed Reza Cawn had collected from 
Chittagong, fince it has been made over 
to the Company, is paid into their cath, 
as I have your receipt for it. 

NInNTHLY, In the diftricts, dependent 
on the Nizamut, be pleafed to fee an ac- 
count of the very many of my people 
plundered and mafiacred by your folks. 
When ye fhall have given fatisfattion for 

the 
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the whole, and punifhed your folks ac~ 
cordingly, I will immediately fend for 
Law1Shaw, wherefoever hamay befound, 
aitho’ he is ne fervant of mine, and have 
him properly punifhed before you twa 
gentlemen. 

Trentury, It has ever been a cuftom 
for the Seets to attend upon the Nazim. 
At this timve, on account of the infinua- 
tions of evil fpedkers, they were become 
miftraftful of me, and afraid to come near 
me, therefore I fent for them hither.: 
Wherefoever I} am to be, there aléo wall 
thefe gentlemen be, according to cuftem, 
and have their bufinefs carried on. 

ELEVENTHLY, The Company’s ad- 
herence to their promife was evident to 
all men. I alfo thought you do what 
you'fay,.and do not go back from yosr 
word.:- At prefent it feems, as tho’ You 
keep neithst: promife nor treaty for a 
fingte year, nay,:a month or aday. Now 
that you -have ~written and -brought me 
théele-demands, what article of them refts 
upenm me, that you require a public wri- 
ting of: me? I Rave not, by any means, 

broken 
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broken nry word ; ye receded from your 
promife, and fain would again make a 
new treaty and agreement. It is neceffary 
too, that what will make me eafy be 
confidered in the treaty. If you allow 
me the management of the Nizamut, 
leave in Patna, and other places, the 
people neceffary for conducting the bu- 
finefs of your factory, as you formerly 
ufed to do, and remove all Englifh troops 
and feepoys wherever ftationed. I thall 
never be backward in promoting and af- 
fitting the bufinefs that properly con~ 
cerns you.” 


Extra&t of a Letter from Meff. Amyate 
and Way to the Board. Dated May 
29, 1763. 
OTWITHSTANDING our repeat~ 
ed remoniftrances to his Excel- 
lency, fetting forth the hoftility of the 
actron, he has not yet releafed the boats 
with the arms; neither doth he fhew 
the leaft confidence in what we fay, and 
declares (at the fame time hinting to us 
the former revolution) he fhall not place 
ms any 
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any in us, till we remove the detach- 
ment from Patna to Mongheer,. 

We beg leave to offer it as our opi- 
nHion, that the having the troops intend- 
ed to be quartered in this province, fta- 
tioned here, would be very advifeable, 
but cannot be thought of, till fuch time 
as he complies with our demands, as it 
is probably made by caprice, or with 
defign.” 


Copy of a Letter from Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay to the Board. Dated May 31, 1763. 


= Cbs. inclofed is a duplicate of our 
laft, dated the 2gth inftant, on 
which day we fent you a cypher made 
out here, which, we imagined, might 
be ufeful in carrying on a correfpondence 
- in cafe of a rupture: a copy of the fame 
was likewife forwarded to Mr. Ellis at 
Patna. 
WHATEVER we urge to his Excel- 
. lency, in regard to the releafe of the 
. hoats with arms, or the neceflity of ‘his 
. placing a proper confidence in us, his 


. Beperal reply is, that, we have feized his 
‘aumils, 
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daumis, that the-~words of the Engiith 
are not to be trufted, and that he will 
not réleafe the boats till fuch time as we 
remove our troops from Patna, either to 
this place or to Calcutta. Altho’ he will 
take no ftep towards a reconciliation, or 
to give us fatisfa€tion, yet he, upon all 
‘otcafiohs, mentions his defire of peace ; 
‘in‘fhort, his airn feems to be entirely to 
gain time.” 


AxsourT the fame time, the following 
letters were received from the Nabob, 


Copy of a Letter from the Nabob ¢o the 
Governor. Dated May 25, 1763. 


ee At this time Mr. Amyatt and Mr. 
Hay being arrived here, have 
delivered a lift, containing fevetal de- 
mands,whichareunreafonable and foreign 
from former treaties and grants. I ex- 
pected not, whilft you yet rematned, 
that I fthould be involved ‘in this trouble, 
and fo unjuft a negotiation; that in ‘dne 
year, new agreements were td be mate. 
{o often, after the breach of the aritient 
freaty; that upon évery occafion made 
ufe 
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nfe of to intimidate me, I fhould be 
threatened with a breach of the treaty, 
and vexed, and mortified without caufe, 
and my affairs obftructed. At this time. 
from the arzees of Meer Mehdee Cawn 
Behader, I am repeatedly informed, that 
the troops under Mr. Ellis’s charge, 
create continual difturbances and quar- 
rels with my people, and daily leave a 
freth root of diffention. 

From thefe appearances, all the te- 
nants, and the troops which are at Pat- 
na, are ever in alarms, and taking means 
for their fecurity. This has given, and 
ftill gives occafion to the people to be- 
lieve, that there is no longer a friend- 
fhip and union between us. It affords 
me a fabje@ of continual anxiety and 
apprehenfion, left (which God forbid) 
thefe things fhould produce a difference 
bétween us, and you unjuftly reproach 
me. To this purpofe, I have fpoken to 
Mr. Amyatt Hkewife; but the genffle- 
men do not hear meé nor regard what I 
fay. This day I have received an arzee 


from, Meer’Mehdoe Cawn, - of. which € 
‘as fend 
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fend you a copy for your perufal. If 
you, gentlemen; intend the Englith ar- 
my for my defence, 2t is proper that you 
eall it from Patna to Calcutta, that it 
may be called upon in time of need, or 
eHe keep it with me at Mongheer, which 
will put an end to difputes, and reftore 
the currency of affairs between us, and 
fhut up the mouths of the people from fo 
many rumours. But if it is not your de- 
fign to remove the troops from Patna, 
and you feek only to difturb my affairs, 
and to awe and intimidate me, let me 
know it, that when I have learnt your 
pleafure, I may clear my hands from 
every bufinefs, and all this vexation. To 
this purpofe, I have exprefled myfelf alfo 
to Mr. Amyatt, both by fpeech and 
writing.” 


Gopy of a Letter from Meer Mehdee 
.Cawn (Naib of Patna) to the Nabob. 


ee I H avzifrequently and repeatedigedyiv 

fed your Excellency, that Mr.-Elliss 
and the troops-which are with hii, crea- 
fin B ‘troubles anddifputes with the people 
Beas of 
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of the fircar, feek for a rupture; and the 
tenants and inhabitants of the city, and 
feepoys of this place, feeing this ftate of 
things, are fallen into apprehenfions and 
alarms, and are providing for their own 
fecurity. The people judging from 
hence, that there is no longer a friend- 
fhip and good underftanding between us, 
raife many reports of different kinds ; 
and the zemindars, taking the occafion of 
their not being called upon, with-hold 
their rents, fo that the revenue is en- 
tirely obftructed. I cannot defcribe to 
you, how much the affairs of the Niza- 
mut are fallen into confufion. In what- 
ever light you regard thefe affairs, you 
will gracioufly be pleafed to ifflue your 
orders for the quieting of thefe diforders 
and troubles; otherwife the whole bufi- 
nefs of the government is deftroyed, and 
thefe mutual animofities, which tend to 
ruin the interefts of both parties, raife 
fufpicions in the minds of the people.” 


Copy 


Tranfachions in BENGAL. 241 


Copy of a Letter from the Nabob fo the 
Governor. Dated May 26, 1763. 


WES Meff. Amyatt and Hay 
came to this place to treat, 

with a lift of demands, I expected that 
thofe gentlemen would inform them- 
felves of every particular, and put an 
end to all affairs and matters of conten- 
tion between us. Accordingly, I fent 
the aumils with Rajah Nobit Roy, and 
Hafiz Iffrar Cawn, that having heard the 
particulars of the oppreffions of the Eng- 
lifh gomaftahs, they might ufe fuch 
means as might fettle every affair. Thofe 
gentlemen at once plainly anfwered, 
that they wanted not to hear what I had 
to reprefent; and in the affair of the 
forces at Patna .likewife, they replied, 
<* For what fhall we recal the forces 
“* from thence? Nay, we will fend o- 
** ther forces. If you have any defign 
** to quarrel with us, we are ready.” A- 
gain, Mr. Amyatt and yourfelf formérly 
wrote to me, that you had never fent any 
mufkets or military ftores to Patna; but 
the day before yefterday, fix boats laden 
Vou. Il. R with 
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with mufkets, &c. arrived here from 
Calcutta. 

SIR, openly to deny fending any mi- 
litary ftores, and fecretly to fend them 
in this manner, what can it mean? I 
have no objection to two or three hun- 
dred Englifhmen remaining at Patna, but 
to keep up fuch a force with Mr. Ellis» 
to ruin my affairs, is very improper ; and 
that gentleman every day keeps his forces 
in readinefs, and creates troubles and quar- 
rels with my people. Therefore I write,that 
I will not fuffer a larger force than two or 
three hundred men toremain with Mr. El- 
lis. If you, gentlemen, regard your words 
and engagements, and the condition on 
which you received Burdwan, &c. from 
me, for the expences of your army, it is 
fit, that in conformity thereto, you re- 
cal the faid forces, and place them with 
me, or remove them to Calcutta. If 
not, write me a plain anf{wer. 

P. S. Iam yet ready to comply with 
your word ; but things are brought to the 
laft extremity; and however defirous I 
am of avoiding the worft, yet I fee no 

means 
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means of it, and my patience is near ex- 
haufted. Wherefore, I write this be- 
fore-hand for your information. I fend 
you inclofed a copy of the anfwer, which 
I wrote to the lift of demands, prefented 
to me by Mefi. Amyatt and Hay.” 


TueEse letters being laid before the 
Board, a general Council was held upon 
them on the gth of June, in which it 
was refolved, that the troops fhould- not 
be removed from Patna; and that if the 
Nabob perfifted to demand it, or to de- 
tain the boats, Meff. Amyatt and Hay 
fhould be directed to leave Mongheer. 
At the fame time, the gentlemen of Pat- 
na were advifed of thefe refolutions, and 
ordered to act as they might be directed 
by Meff. Amyatt and Hay. For the mo- 
tive of thefe refolutions, I refer to the 
following extract of the debates which 
produced them. 


R 2 Extraét 
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Extraét of Confultation of Jumre 9. (Pre- 
fent Mef. Batfon, Adams, Billers, 
Cartier, Haftings, Marriott ard Watts) 
the Prefident ind:fpofed. 


ee H E Governor fends to the Board 
the following letter, which he 
has juft received from Mr. Amyatt. 

Sir, His Excellency has received a 
kellaat from the King, which the day 
before yefterday he put on in form, and 
laft night he made an entertainment for 
us on the occafion. 

Tue arms ftill continue ftopped ; they 
lay in boats on the oppofite fide of the 
rive1, furrounded by his feepoys. He 
{tiil infifts on our forces being withdrawn 
from Patna and other places, to convince 
him and all the country, of our peace- 
ful intentions, and then he is ready to 
iffue any perwannahs we pleafe, for the 
forwarding our bufinefs. He does not 
rightly declare, which of the articles he 
will comply with, but I perceive he will 
not give funnuds for the lands, nor con- 
fent to a refident being with him, nor 
eftablith the other mints, but will en- 

deavor 
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deavor to take fome meafure to prevent 
our being fufferers by our rupees. 

Hz will not agree to our punifhing 
his fervants, nor do I think we ought to 
infift upon it, but alter that article to be 
punifhed by him, after our chief has 
heard and reprefented the cafe, and for 
us to chaftife them, if he delays or neg- 
lects to da it. The Seets, I am perfua- 
ded, he will keep here, nor fuffer them 
to be of much confequence in future ; 
likely he will not ufe them ill, nor take 
their money at prefent. He denies the 
agreement with you, tho’ he fays, if he 
did, it is not any where in writing. He 
requires fatisfaction from us, for any im- 
mediate damage done him by our people, 
when he is ready to make good ours, 
that may be proved againft any of his au- 
mils and chokeys, excepting Mahomed 
Allee, whom you have in your hands to 
do with as you pleafe ; he objets to our 
any where working or cultivating his 
lands, or purchafing any thing for them 
at firft-hand, it deprives him of his du- 
ties and advantages therefrom. In fhort, 

R 3 he 
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he objects to every thing; and fays, it’s 
our own private intereft we want to be- 
nefit, the Company’s being no where 
molefted, nor does he want to moleft it. 
We told him he muft grant a free trade, 
which was our right ; and if in any par- 
ticular he was much aggrieved, or fuf- 
fered thereby, to reprefent it to the 
Council, and they would reftrain them- 
felves and others to ferve him; but no 
reftraints from his people would be ad- 
mitted of, as under that pretence they 
would hurt and injure the trade. I have 
done my utmoft endeavors to perfuade 
him to a thorough confidence, but I be- 
lieve itis all in vain. I have alfo repre- 
{ented to him his danger, to as little 
purpofe; he feems very indifferent at 
prefent, and no ways anxious. He {wears 
he does not want to quarrel with us, and 
will do every thing; at the fame time, 
he, in a manner, refufes every thing. 
Thus matters ftand in the fame fitua- 
tion as at the firft day. I believe he 
does not ftop or impede the bufinefs, but 
swull not permit arms or men to go to 

Patna; 
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Patna; for which reafon, we have never 
mentioned our troops moving for that 
place. A perwannah is gone to clear the 
petre. He faid, he thought the produce 
of that place did not belong to us. 
Iam, &c. 
Signed P. Amyatt.” 

Tue Prefident, at the fame time, 
tranf{mits to the Board his opinion of the 
meafures proper to be taken, in the pre- 
{ent fituationof affairs with the Nabob. 

The Governor’s Opinion. 

Ir the Nabob detains the arms, it can 
be looked upon in no other light, than 
as an open act of hoftility, and I think 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay fhould be direc- 
ted to make fuch a final declaration to 
the Nabob; and if they are not then de- 
livered up, ta take their leave. But fup- 
pofing the Nabob to_make {fatisfaction 
for this ill advifed ftep, it fhould be con- 
fidered, whether his anfwers to the feve- 
ral articles, delivered him by Mr. Amy- 
att, are fuch as ought, when coolly and 
feparately refleted on, to refolve us to 
cngagage the Company in a war with 

R 4 the 
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the Nabob ; or if it is admitted, that e- 
very article is not of fo much confe- 
quence, then it fhould be confidered, 
which are, and which are not, and in- 
ftructions fent Mr. Amyatt accordingly. 

Tue placing our troops with the Na- 
bob, as he defires, would certainly bea 
means of eftablifhing a confidence in 
each other, and of making that confi- 
dence appear to the world, and at the fame 
time, anfwer all the purpofes of prefer- 
ving our influence, and fecuring the tran- 
quility of the country. 

YeT, I am not for removing them 
upon the Nabob’s demand; but if he 
will comply with the articles delivered 
him by Mr. Amyatt, or the material 
ones, I think this requeft might then be 
granted, and that Mr. Amyatt fhould be 
empowered to give him to underftand 
as much. 

Last Ly, if a rupture is unavoidable, 
the feafon fhould be confidered, the ftate 
of the treafury, and the peace in Europe, 
by which the French will be repofiefied 
of their factories. The troops from 

: hence, 
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hence, could notat this timemarch byland 
to join the detachment at Patna, there- 
fore it may be advifeable to defer pub- 
lifhing the refolutions of the Board, 
whatever they may be. 

Aut thefe papers being read and con- 
fidered, 

Tue members likewife delivered in 
their opinions as follows. 

Mr. Watts’s Opinion. 

Tur Nabob’s behavior, fince Meff. 
Amyatt and Hay’s arrival at Mongheer, 
leaves no room to expect he willever enter 
into any terms with us; but, on the 
contrary, it appears from it, that he on- 
ly waits for aproper opportunity to break 
with us; and by his feveral replies to the 
demands in Meff. Amyatt and Hay’s let- 
ters, it is very evident he places nocon- 
fidence in us; and as we have no reafon 
to place any in him, I therefore think, 
that his demanding our troops at Patna to 
be recalled, ought not to be complied 
with. That as the rainy feafon is fo near 
advanced, a letter fhould be wrote to 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay to take their leave. 

of 
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of the Nabob, and return to Calcutta or 
Patna, as they think proper. That they 
may demand the releafe of the boats, but 
altho’ complied with, notremain there any 
longer, but acquaint the Nabob, that if 
he has any propofals to make, he muft 
fend them to the Prefident and Couneil, 
who willreply to them. That as foon as 
they think it will be out of the power ef 
the Nabob to ftop them, they fhall write 
to Mr. Ellis, and the council at Patna, 
to follow the regulations laid down jn 
cafe of a rupture. 

THAT as the Nabob is raifing forces 
every where, and it plainly appears he 
enly wants to gain time, a letter fhould 
be wrote to Patna, to acquaint the gen- 
tlemen there, that we judge a rupture 
unavoidable ; and that, as there is reafon 
to expect the Nabob will take every ad- 
vantage, they have our orders, in cafe 
they have certain intelligence of his 
marching towards Patna, to take any 
fteps that will diftrefs him, and look up- 
on him as gn enemy. 

TuHat as he does fufpect the Nabob 

will 
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will attempt to detain Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay, he thinks they ought, in fuch cafes 
to haye the power of declaring the rup- 
ture; and that a note from them to the 
chief and council at Patna, fhould be 
fufficient for their aCting, as if received 
from the Board. 
Mr. Marriott’s Opinion. 

Mr. Marriott is of opinion, that 
a letter be immediately wrote to Meff. 
Amyatt and Hay, directing them, in cafe 
the Nabob has not releafed the boats, 
with arms to quit Mongheer, and either 
return to Calcutta, or go to Patna, as 
they may judge moft eligible for enfuring 
their own fafety ; and that application to 
the Nabob on this occafion fhould be 
left to their difcretion. That the troops 
at Patna fhould not be removed agreea- 
ble to his demand ; as their remaining at 
that place will prevent the Rajahs, on the 
borders of the province, from taking any 
advantage of the prefent appearance of a 
rupture, happening between the Nabob 
and us, by making an invafion into his 
territories. ‘That if the Nabob either 


does, 
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does, or has releafed the arms, and will 
comply with the moft material demands, 
fome of the others might be given up, 
particularly thofe mentioned by Mr. A- 
myatt, in his letter to the Prefident ; 
firit, that regarding the jagheereefunnuds, 
for the provinces of Burdwan, Midna- 
poor and Chittagong ; as poffeffion and 
the force we maintain in the country will 
always fecure them to us ; fecondly, that 
regarding our punifhing his officers. 
This article he thinks might be altered; 
that application fhould be firft made to 
the Nabob, on the occafion of any com- 
plaints againft them, and that we fhould 
only obfervethe methodalready laid down 
upon his refufing to give us fatisfaction 
for the fame; thirdly, the article con- 
cerning the mint. 

. Tuat in cafe Meff. Amyatt and Hay 
-fhauld be-obliged to leave the Nabob, 
orders fhould be fent to the gentlemen 
at Patna, to act agreeable to former in- 
fiructions, unlefs they received fome cer- 
‘tain intelligence, that the Nabob was 


aaieei for Patna ; in which cafe, they 
fhould 
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fhould be ordered to act on the offenfive, 

and endeavor to feize the city by a coup 

de main. He further thinks, Meff. Amy- 

att and Hay fhould hear what the Na- 

bob has to alledge concerning the lofies 

of the fircar, by our agents or gomaftahs. 
Mr. Haftings’s Opinion. 

Tuo’ I have, from the beginning, ex- 
prefied my difapprobation of the meafures 
taken in our late unhappv difputes with 
the Nabob, and which have given occa- 
fion to the temper, which he, at this 
time, fhews towards us ; yet, after hav- 
ing gone fuch lengths, I cannot but think 
it very unbecoming, to fubmit quietly 
to fo open an act of violence, as he has 
been guilty of in the ftoppage of the 
boats of arms. It is therefore my opi- 
nion, that Meff. Amyatt and Hay be or- 
dered to demand of the Nobob the im- 
mediate clearance of thofe boats, in the 
name of the Prefident and Council; and 
in cafe of his refufal, to inform hrm, 
that it will be deemed equal to a decla- 
ration of a rupture on his fide ; and that 
they do accordingly take their leave of 
him, 
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him, and return to Calcutta; but if he 
confents to releafe the boats, and ex- 
preffes a willingnefs to yield to our de- 
mands, I think we cannot in juftice to 
him, or confiftently with the intereft of 
the Company, refufe to comply with the 
demand he has made, that the detach- 
ment of our forces now at Patna, may 
be ftationed with him. The alarms of 
the people cannot be fo effectually ap- 
peafed, as by the appearance of a confi- 
dence, fuch as this will occafion, between 
the Nabob and us. ‘The Nabob will de- 
rive more benefit from our influence, 
whilft our troops are with him; and it 
will be lefs in his power to form any ill 
defigns againft us, whilft we have fuch 
a check continually upon him. 

I aGREE with the Prefident, that in 
cafe of the Nabob’s objecting to any of 
the demands, it fhould be determined by 
the Board, what fhould be infifted upon, 
and what may be difpenfed with, and 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay inftru€ted accor- 
dingly ; in which diftinction, the Board . 
will doubtlefs confider the real intereft 

and 
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and honor of the Company, and not ih- 
volve them in a war (which muft at all 
events prove of great detriment to them) 
for ends indifferent or inadequate to the 
expence and tifk which may accrue to 
them from it. I am likewife of opinion, 
that if Meff. Amyatt and Hay find thé 
Nabob in a proper teimper to yield to 
the propofals offered him, they may pri- 
vately fignify to him, that the Board will 
confent to the retnoval of the Patna de- 
tachment as he defires, provided he firlt 
complies with our demands. 
Mr. Cartier’s Opinion. 

Mr. CarRTIER judges it advifeable, 
that Mr. Amyatt and Hay fhould be im- 
mediately recalled from Mongheer, as it 
appears to him, from the advices receiv- 
ed from thofe gentlemen, that the Na- 
bob has no other defign by prevailing 
upon them to ftay (after a flat refufal al- 
moft of every demand they were empow- 
ered to make, and the hoftile act of de- 
taining the arms fending to the Patna 
factory) than to gain time to anfwer fome 
purpofe, that may be very prejudicial to 

our 
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our affairs. That it appears to him a ve- 
ry probable circumftance, the Nabob’s 
principal view, is to engage usin a {cene 
of negotiation, till fuch time as the fea- 
fon of the year will render any military 
operation nearly impracticable; which, 
when the cafe, he will have it in his pow- 
er to bend his whole force to opprefs our 
troops at Patna. That the party there 
fhould by no means be removed from 
that place, in compliance with the Na- 
bob’s requeft, at this prefent juncture. 
Thatif Meff. Amyatt and Hay are allow- 
ed to quit Mongheer, without conclu- 
ding the bufinefs they were fent on, it 
is his opinion, the army (when thofe gen- 
tlemen are fo far advanced on their way 
as to be out of danger) fhould be imme- 
diately ordered to march to Coffimbuzar, 
and take poft there, which will be the 
means of preferving the health of the 
people ; and by fuch a motion of the 
troops, the Nabob will be convinced, 
that fomething more is defigned, than 
mere negotiation. 


Mfr. 
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Mr. Billers’s Opinion. 

Mr. Bi,tvers is of opinion, that as 
the Nabob ftill perfifts in detaining the 
arms, it fhould be looked upon as an act 
of hoftility. That Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay fhould therefore be immediately di- 
rected to leave Mongheer ; and that our 
army fhould march to Coflimbuzar ; for 
it at prefent feems, as if the Nabob only 
wanted to gain time, and endeavored to 
embarrafs us as much as poffible, by the 
rains coming on. He thinks the troops 
at Patna, ought by no means to be re- 
moved at this juncture ; and that if Meff. 
Amyatt and Hay fhould quit Mongheer, 
the Patna gentlemen fhould be permitted 
to take fuch meafures, as they may judge 
beft for their own fafety, and the Com- 
pany’s intereft. 

Major Adams’s Opinion. 

Major ApAms is of opinion, that 
the troops fhould by no means, for the 
prefent, be removed from Patna, but 
that it fhould be left to the pleafure of 
the Board, to difpofe of them as they 
think proper, if matters can be amica- 

Vot. ITI, S bly 
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bly accommodated. That any particular 
articles of the demands, which the Na- 
bob moftly objects to, fhonld be tran 
ymitted to the Board, with his reafone, 
that they may be reconfidered, and it be 
determined, whether they fhall fill be 
infifted on, or may not be moderated ; 
but before any regard is paid to either of 
thefe points, he thinks orders fhould be 
fent to Meff. Amyatt and Hay, to de- 
mand the releafe of the arms; and, at 
the fame time, acquaint the Nabob, that 
fiduld it not be immediately complied 
with, they have orders to leave his court. 
That they wil] make this demand and 
intimation, if they think it confiftent 
with their own fafety ; otherwife, retire 
to Patna, or take {uch other ront, as they 
may judge moft eligible and conducive to 
their own fecurity ; and when they find 
themfelves out of his power, to tranfmit 
him in writing the orders of the Board; 
and, laftly, that if Meff. Amyatt .and 
Hiagy quit Mongheer, the gentlemen at 
Patna fhould be left to a& as they judge 
meo{t proper for their own fecuritys, and 
ths Company’s intereft. _ | Mr. 
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Mr. Batfon’s Opinion. 

I am of opinion, that we can by no 
means confent to withdraw our troops 
from Patna. ‘That the Nabob’s defire 
of haying them with him at Mongheer is 
iafincere; his realdefign beingonlyto get 
them removed from Patna; that our with- 
drawing them will bea great ftep towards 
ruining entirely our influence and power 
in the country; and therefore I efteem 
it highly detrimental and difhonorable 
to the Company and nation. 

T am further of opinion, that the Na- 
bob’s evil difpofition towards our nation, 
is evident beyond difpute; nay, that it 
is avowed by his infifting on our with~- 
dtawing our treops from Patna, and by 
the act of hoftility he has already com- 
mitted in feizing our arms. That it wiil 
be weaknefs to think of treating any 
longer with him, as he has refufed feve- 
ral times to comply with our demands, 
and all his anfwers are filled wth 
{neers, reproaches and calumnies. That 
therefore Meff. Amyatt and Hay fhould 
be directed to endeavor, by ftratagem or 
otherwife, to get the arms releafed if 

S 2 poffible, 
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poffible, and to return to Caicnttaas foon 
as they can, or to go to Patna, if they 
judge the former impracticable. ‘That on 
their departure, they fhould advife the 
gentlemen at Patna, and direct them to 
4a as they may judge beft for the fervice_ 
Queftions propofed. 

Tue feveral opinions being read; to 
render the refolutions to be taken more 
clear, the following diftinc&t queftions 


‘ were ftated and put at the Board. 


QuesTion I. Shall the Nabob’s de- 
mand, of removing the detachment from 


' Patna, be confented to, or not? 


AttswerR, The Board unanimoufly 
think it ought not. 


,Quesr. IT. In cafe of the Nabob’s 


: ne ae with our demands, fhall the 


‘4 


Patna detachment be removed and fta- 
tioned at Mongheer, or not? 
Answ. The majority, viz. Mef. 


Watts, Cartier, Billers and Batfon think 
it ought not. 


" ‘Ouest. itr’ Shall Meif. ‘Amyatt and 


“as ‘be direbted to leave Monghéer, i im- 
‘mediately’ on the receipt of the’ letter 


we 
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,wve now fend them, or remain to treat 
further with the Nabob ? 

Answ. The majority, viz. Meff. Mar- 
riott, Haftings, Billers and major Adams, 
are of opinion, that if thearms arenotre- 
leafed, they fhould come away ; if they 
are, that they fhould ftay to treat further; 
and that it fhould reft in their option to 
make a frefh demand of their releafe, or 
not. Meff. Watts, Cartier and Batfon 
think, they ought to return immediately 
on the receipt of the orders now to be 
fent them. 

Ques. IV. If the Nabob continues to 
infift on the removal of the troops, as a 
preliminary to his entering upon any trea- 
ty, altho’ he releafe the arms, fhall Meff. 
Amyatt and Hay remain to treat further 
with him, or not? 

Answ. All the members except Mr. 
Haftings think, that they ought in fuch 
cafe immediately to leave Mongheer, 
| Mr. Uaftings’s Diffent. 

Mer. Hastincs diffents, becaufe he 
has given his opinion, that the troops 
might be removed from Patna ; and does 

Te ew ne Bg ‘ “not 
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not think, that the Nabob’s refufal to any 
one of the demands is fufficient to juftify 
our breaking with him. 

Refolution of the Majority. 

AGREED, that Meff. Amyatt and Hay 
be wrote to in the following terms. That 
Wwe cannot confent to the Nabob’s de- 
mand of removing the troops from Pat- 
na; and therefore, if he perfifts in mak- 
ing thata preliminary, and refufes to treat 
on other terms, or to releaie the boats of 
arms, they are, in either cafe, immedi- 
ately to leave Mongheer, and return td 
Calcutta, if they think it practicable ; or 
otherwife take fuch other rout, as they 
may judge moft eligible for their fafety. 
That if they think it unfafeto notify thefe 
tefolutions to the Nabob, and that ir 
may induce him to detain them at Mong- 
heer, we permit them to come away 
without mentioning our refolution any 
further to him. 

Tuart on their departure from Mong- 
heer, they are to advife us and the gen- 
tlemen at Patna, directing them to be 
upon their guard, and to act in the man - 

ner 
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ner they judge moft proper for their own 
fecyrity, in cafe the Nabob marches or 
fends any troops to attack them. 

AGREED, thatwewrite likewife to Pat- 
na, and inclofe them a copy of thefe or- 
der to Meff. Amyatt and Hay, and de- 
fire them to act as they may be directed 
by thofe gentlemen. 

Mr. Haftings’s Diffent. 

I ENTER my diffent to the two laft pa- 
rapraphs of the letter, ordered to be 
wrote to Meff. Amyatt and Hay, for the 
following reafons. 

Tuo’ I cannot believe, that Meff. A- 
myatt and Hay defire fuch a permiffion, 
as is here given them to leave the Nabob, 
without informing him of the refolution 
of the Board, in cafe of his perfifting to 
detain the arms, or to demand, as a pre-" 
liminary, the removal ef our troops from 
Patna; yet I think it very pnbecomin 
in the Board, to grant them fuch peril” 
fion. After having entered into a treaty 


with the Nabob, and flattered him with ; 


repeated aflurances of our 5 of ap ace). 
commodation, abruptly ta break if < off, 
S 4 ae 


~ 
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and declase war again{t him (fince one is 
made a confequence of the other) with- 
out letting him know the terms on which 
our friendfhip depends ; what is this, but 
to infnare the Nabob intoarupture which’ 
he might avoid, if he was certain, that: 
his infifting on thofe points would be the 
caufe of one; and which, I am convin- 
ced, he would wifh to avoid, by every 
conceffion that fhould be required of him, 
as the means of peace, fince he has no 
force to oppofe us, and it is well known 
he has nodependence, and can havenone, 
but on our friendfhip. 

I cannot, for my own part, fee how- 
Meff. Amyattand Hay fhould run a greater 
rifk now than hitherto, from a free de- 
claration of the fentiments of the Board, 
to the Nabob; nor can I fee any reafon 
to fufpect him, of forming any treache- 
rous defigns again{ft the perfons of thofe 
gentlemen, as I know of no att of his, 
that can juftify that opinion of him, and 
fuch an attempt if made, could anfwer 
no end. , 

Tuer order given to the chief and). 

council 
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council at-Patna, to take fuch meafures 


as they think proper for their fecurity, in 


cafe of the Nabob’s marching, of fénd- ‘ 
ing. any forces to attack them, is autho ' 


rifmg thofe ‘gentlemen to commit open‘ 


hoftilities againft the Nabob, on the firft ‘ 
pretence offered them, by the march of - 


a few men from Mongheer to Patna, or 
the falfe reports of their hircarras, who 
may tell them, that the Nabob, or his 
forces, are on the road to attack them. 


Till therefore they are openly attacked; | 


or the Board have declared war againft 
the Nabob, I object to any power putinto 


theit hands to commence a war them- 
felvés.”’ 


Ir will be remarked, that I was not 
prefent myfelf at this confultation, hav- 
ing been for fome days confined by fick- 
nefs, and therefore knew not of the re- 


folutions of the Board, till acquainted with * 


them afterwards by the fecretary, whom 
I defired to f{ummon another meeting of 


the Council the next day; and detained’ 


the ‘difpatches, that this matter might 
be 
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be reconfidered, as I judged the orders 
fent to Meff. Amyatt and Hay precipi-~ 
tate; and that they fhut out all poffibi- 
lity of an accommodation, altho’ the Na- 
bob fhould be inclined to it. The Coun- 
cil being met, I fent in my opinion in a 
letter to the fecretary ; which being read 
at the Board, produced the alteration 
which I propofed in the orders to Mei, 
Amiyatt and Hay. 

Tue following is an extract from the 
confultation of my letter to the fecretary, 
and the refolutions taken in confequenc¢ 
of it. 


Extract of Confultation of Jane 10. Pre-~ 
fent Meff. Billers, Adams, Cartier and 
Marriott. 

“ hem fecretary lays before the 

Board the following letter, 
which he this morning received from the 

Governor, 

Sir, As my late indifpofition prevents 
my attending the Board, I muft take 


wae 


—_ 


this method of delivering my opinion . 


upon the iaftructions, which fhould 
be 
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be fent to Meff. Amyatt and Hay, in 
anfwer to the laft advices received from 
them. 

If the Nabob perfifts in detaining the 
boats with arms, I think it muift be 
deemed a declared act of hoftility, and 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay directed, in fuch 
cafe, to take their leave. If the Nabob 
refufes to treat further with thofe gen- 
tlemen, without our removing the troops 
from Patna, by way of preliminary, I 
think, in that cafe likewife, they fhould 
take their leave, as I am not for confent- 
ing to make any change in the ftation of 
our troops upon fuch demand. But fup- 
pofing the arms to be releafed, and that 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay find the Nabob 
in a difpofition to treat, without infift- 
ing on the removal of our troops from 
Patna, as a preliminary; then, I think, 
thofe gentlemen fhould be furnifhed with 
inftructions what further to fay to the 
Nabob; and thofe inftrudtions, I think, 
fhould be, with refpect to the troops at 
Patna, to reprefent to the Nabob, that 
they were ftationed there with a view of 

being 
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vbeingdn readineds to affift, him, whenever 
ibis afiaizg might require it;.and that they 
fhould be ready to act in, conformity fo 
that view, as foon as the prefent diffe- 
rences between us were ‘accommodated. 
They fhowld be further diretted to call 
upon the Nabob, for his particular ob- 
jcctions to the feveral articles or demands 
dclivered him; and having tranfmitted 
the fame to the Baard, it fhould be con- 
fidcered which are material to beinfifted en. 
Some anfwer fhould likewife be {ent 
ao Meff. Amyatt and Hay, regarding 
Mahomed Allee, and the other officers of 
the gqvernment, at prefent kept ,here 
ptifoners. The Nabob fays, as we have 
feized them, and have themin our hands, 
-Awe tay, tale, qur gown fatisfaction for the 
. defies, fqme dave fuffered in their private 
tradp.,, We fhould either tell Meff. A- 
myatt aad Hay, that we will do fo, or 
: elie we theyld fend thofe officers up to 
2 them, yith inftryuGions to deliver them 
tathe Nabob, defiring him to oblige them 
; Adrmake goed, fuch, loffes ; at f* fame 
4 MBE, TECELYEPE from. the governmepy’ § 


a officers, 


~~ 
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officers, the accounts of loffes they fay 
they hhave fuffered by the violence of 
Enighifh agents and gomaftahs; and this 
fecénd method, I think, the moft proper. 

Netrrer-the Company’s, nor private 
trade, meet at prefent ‘with any inter- 
ruption. This is an effential reafon, why 
‘we ought to avoid, if pofiible, engaging 
our employers in ani expenfive war, and 
tnvolving the countty in troubles, to 
their great lofs, as well as that of the 

" fettlement in general. 
Tue low ftate of our treafury, and the 
peace in Europe, by which the Frerich 
will be repoffeffed of their fettlements in 
this country, are, in my opinion, ether 
{trong reafohs, why we fhould, if pofhi- 
bid, keep on ‘good terms with the Nabob. 

; FInaAtty, 1 think, that further ia- 
” ftructions fhould be fent to thé gentlemén 
at Patna, concerning their manner of 
acting, in cafe a rupture with the Nabob 
fhould be ‘unavoidable; with reference, I 
mean, té thd’ feafon, which would pre- 
‘vent the troops’ from hence marching 


“~ fe 


by land to Join ‘thofe-at Pathe’; ahd going 
up 
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ap by boats, would take a long time. 
Upon this article, I fubmit myfelf to the 
judgment of major Adams. 

Tue fame being read and confidered. 

Refolution of the Board. 

AGREED, That we write in confe- 
quence, a further letter to Meff. Amyatt 
and Hay, acquainting them, that fup- 
pofing the arms to be releafed, and they 
fhould find the Nabob inclinable ftill to 
treat, without infifting on the removal 
of the troops from Patna, as a prelimi- 
nary, they may affure him that thofe 
troops have been always ftationed there 
for the fecurity of his government, and 
to maintain the tranquillity of the coun-~ 
try ; and that they fhall ftill continue to 
act in conformity to this view. That 
they fhall then call upon the Nabob for 
his particular objeétions to the feveral 
articles or demands delivered him, and 
tranfmit them to us, when we fhall con- 
fider and determint, which of them are 
fo material as to require being ftilt in- 
fifted on, and‘which may be-moderated ; 
that if the Nabob fhould again“ niake 


mcn= 
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mention of Mahomed Allee, and the o- 
ther prifoners here, we leave it to them 
to judge whether we had beft profecute 
the enquiry agamft them ourfelves, or 
fend them up to them, to have it finifh- 
edin prefence of the Nabob, and to give 
him their anfavers accordingly ; that they 
may receive from the government’s offi- 
cers, the account of any lofies they fay 
they have fuftained, by the violence of 
the Englifh agents and gomaftahs, upon 
their being properly authenticated; and 
again affure the Nabob, that for what- 
ever appears to be juft, he fhall receive 
full fatisfaction. On the further fubje& 
of the Governor’s letter, the Board are 
of opinion, that their utmoft endeavors 
have been already ufed to prevent the 
country’s being involved in troubles, or 
their employers engaged in an expen- 
five war: that they can now leave it anly 
to time to fatisfy them, whether thefe 
endeavors will prove effectual. That the 
circumMtance of a peace in Europe, and 
the {fuppolition drawn from thence, that 
the F rench will obtain their refettlements 


oe here, 
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here, is rather a ftrong reafon, why we 
fhould employ the moft {pirited methods, 
to become immediately affured of the 
Nabob’s intentions and difpofition to- 
wards us, and not delay time in a fruitlefs 
negotiation. That with regard to the 
laft paragraph of the Governor’s letter, 
referred to the judgment of major A- 
dams; the major, with the reft of the 
members, think it unneceffary to fend 
further inftructions to Patna, than thofe 
contained in the letter of yefterday to 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay, and whereof a 
copy was tran{mitted to that factory. 


On the 13th we received a letter from 
Meff. Amyatt and Hay, giving a very 
different account of the Nabob’s difpo- 
fition, from that contained in Mr. Amy- 
att’s letter to me, received four days be- 
fore. They advifed now, that “ the 
“<< arms fill continued under feizure. 
<¢ ‘That all converfation with the Nabob, 
<‘ upon bufinefs, was at a ftand. That 
‘ the Nabob, buoyed up with the no- 
** tion of his own ftrength, fthewed,_ by 

; ce all 
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all his actions, that he was refolved 
on a rupture, which they now looked 
upon as unavoidable; and therefore, 
wifhed us to remove them out of his 
*¢ pawer as foon as pofflible.” In an- 
{wer, we recommended to them, to tem- 
porize in any manner they could, to get 
themifelves out of the Nabob’s hands, in 
cafe they ftill judged a rupture unavoid- 
able, and that he defigned to detain them. 
On the 17th, we received a letter from 
the fame gentlemen, which confirmed 
their former fentiments ; and the fame 
day, the following letters were received 
from Mr. Ellis, which brought the 
profpect of war but nearer to our view, 
and left the Board nothing now to do, 


but approve of his meafures, and wait 
the iffue. 


¢c¢é 
€¢ 


€¢ 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis fo the 
Governor and Council. Dated Jane 5s, 
1763. 

“6 HEE Nabob, whofe brain it ever 

teeming with inventions, to dif- 

trefs, and render us fubfervient to his 
Vot. III. T tyranny, 
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tyranny, has now hit upon a method of 
doing it very effectually, by inveigling 
away our feepoys. His emiflaries, em- 
ployed on this fervice, promife to the 
private men double the pay we give, 
advancing them one month; and to the 
officers, a promotion in rank: and fo well 
hath his {cheme fucceeded, that we have 
loft 200 men fince the firft inftant; a- 
mong{t whom are many officers, and the 
remainder old feepoys, perfectly verfed 
in our difcipline. 

Ir is now near four months, that we 
have been in a moft perplexing ftate of 
fulpence, juft between the boundsof peace 
and war, with the government here ; and 
during that time, have patiently borne the 
many infults daily offered us ; infomuch, 
that our people begin to think, and with 
fome appearance of reafon, that we can- 
not do ourfelves juftice ; which ig apo- 
ther motive for their going over to -the 
Nabob. 

Tus, gentlemen, merits your moft {e- 
rious and immediate confideration ; for.I 
do affure you, if we remain much longer 

in 
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in the fituation we have been in for fome 
time paft, there will not be 500 old fee- 
poys left inthe two battalions here (which 
I can fafely fay, were inferior to none in 
the fervice) andthe unhappy confequences 
that may attend our acting with a parcel 
of raw, undifciplined people, againft 
thofe whom we have taught to be fol- 
diers, are fufficiently obvious. 

Tut Nabob, in order to bring every 
force againft us, which it is poffible to 
collect, has made up matters with Com- 
gar Cawn, and put him in pofleffion of 
the country he before held. The feepoys, 
who were ftationed there, to the num- 
ber of about 1000, arrivedherc this day.” 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Ellis to the 
Governor and Council. Dated June 6, 
1763. 

ae ()’* feepoys ftill continuing to 

defert in great numbers, I have 

judged it moft expedient, and for the 
good of the fervice, to order the whole 
party to hold themfelves in readinefs to 
os 2 ‘march 
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march ‘at a moinent’s warning, and have 
thereby entitled them to Batta. " 
Tuts is the only mearis of putting a 
{top to the defertion ; and if it has the 
defired effect, will be well worth tHe 
expence.”” : 


THE next day, we received two more 
letters from Meff. Amyatt and Hay, con- 
taining an account of an affront offered 
to fome of the gentlemen of their com- 
pany, by the Nabob’s chokies; and men- 
tioning, that the Nabob ftill infifted on 
the removal of our troops from Patna, 
and fatisfaction for his grievances ; that 
parties of hor fe were ftationed all round 
them to prevent their efcape ; and td 
‘men were detached to Ben gal; with other 
circumitances, confirming their opinion 
that the Nabob would not treat. 

Ir appearing to the Board, that there 
was the ftrongett reafon to apprehend our 
difputes with the Nabob would end ina 
rupture, it was thought neceffary to form 
a plan for the condu& ‘of the war, whep- 
ever it fhould break gut. 

THE 
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THE following difpofition was refol- 
ved upon accordingly 3 with which Meff- 
Amyatt and Hay were acquainted,, and 
_again directed to leave Mongheer as 
. they could. 


Extract of Confultation of June 18, 1763. 
Prefent Mef.Vanfittart, Adams, Bil- 
lers, Cartier, Haftings, Marriott and 


Watts. 


ce i is agreed, in order to form a 

front for the protection of the 
Company’s aurungs and lands, to fecure 
their inveftment and revenues in the beft 
manner poffible, and to endeavor to col- 
lect what we can from the other pro- 
vinces, to anfwer the expence of the 
war, that our troops be immediately 
prepared for taking poft, according to 
the following difpofition. 

CAPTAIN Knox, with his detach- 
ment, in the province of Beerboom; a 
detachment of 200 of the Company’s 
troops, and 300 feepoys, in the province 
of Nuddeea or Kiffnagur ; the body of 
the army from Gherettee, at Coffimbu- 

T 2 Zar ; 
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gar; to pofiefs themfelves of the city of 
Moorfhedabad. That in this difpofition, 
the troops fhall march as nearly as pof- 
fible in a line, fo as to be able to fupport 
each other, and the whole to act under 
the orders of major Adams. 

Tue diftance of captain Knox’s pre- 
fent ftationat Jellafore being confiderable, 

AGREED, That whilft the other pre- 
parations are making, he be directed to 
march to Midnapoor, and there wait with 
his party in readinefs for moving, until 
he fhall receive our further orders, leaving 
behind him one company of feepoys and 
two or three gunners, to defend the poft 
at Jellafore.” 


As there was now fo great an appear- 
ance of an approaching rupture, it was 
judged neceffary to come to fome certain 
refolution with refpccét to the govern- 
ment of the country on fuch an event. 
Suppofing the removal of Meer Coffim 
from the fubadarree fhould be the iffie ;sx 
likewife, with refpect to the precautions 
which fhould be taken, for reimburfing 

to 
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to the Campany the expence of the im- 
pending war; and to private merchants, 
the loffes which they might fuftain in 
their concerns in the country. On thefe 
points the feveral members were to come 
prepared with their opinions, to the next 
meeting, which was held accordingly on 
the 2oth, and the following are their 
Opinions.” 


Extra& of Confultation of June 20, 1763. 
Prefent Meff.Vanfittart, Adams, Billers, 
Cartier, Haftings, Marriott azd Watts. 


Mr. Watts’s Opinion. 
ae M* WatrTs is of opinion, that 
fhould a rupture be unavoida- 
ble, the beft method would be taking 
of the government into our own hands, 
on account of the Company; but as the 
keeping of it, and the fettling it proper- 
ly, will require a large force, he thinks 
it at prefent impracticable, and that the 
attempting it would be running a rifk of 
involving the country in a {cene of war, 
which, with our prefent force, we could 
not foon put a ftop to. He therefore 
T 4 judges, 


2890 dM NARRATIVE of the 


judges, that the moft advifeable method 
will be the fixing upon a proper perfon 
who has fome influence in the country ; 
but that before we declare him, a treaty 
ought to be made, and every precaution 
taken to prevent any difputes hereafter, 
which will be unavoidable, if the limits 
of each party’s power are not fixed, as 
alfo the liberties of our trade {fettled. 
Thefe two points require much confider- 
ation, and as each party muft give up 
fomething to the other, he begs leave to 
defer giving his further fentiments at 
predent. 

Tue perfon who fhall be appointed, 
fhould pay to the Company the charges 
that may attend the war; but as it can- 
not be expected he will, or it may fo 
happen that he will not have ready mo- 
ney to anfwer this, and the many other 
demands he will have on him, at arriving 
to the government; and the prefling him 
for the payment might give uneafinefs ;- 
he thinks a grant of certain lands might 
be given. the Company for ever; and he 
would prefer the following, as they may. 

. be 
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be maintained with a very little expence, 
are almoft fecure againft any invafion, 
and are thofe in which the greateft part 
of the Company’s goods are manufactur- 
ed; all the lands bounded on the weft, 
by the Hoogly river ; on the north, by 
the Jillinguy river ; on the eaft, by the 
Pudda; and on the fouth, by the fea. 

Attu lands and cities which lie be- 
tween the fouth bank of the Magna, or 
any other great river to the northward of 
the city of Dacca and the fea; and as 
far eaft, as that river may run. 

He alfo thinks, that the perfon fixed 
upon, fhould make reftitution for all pri- 
vate loffes. 

- Mr. Marriott’s Opinion. 

In regard to the fettling the country, 
in cafe of a rupture with the Nabob, and 
the removal of him from the fubahfhip, 
which now appears unavoidable ; the firft 
difpofition that occurs, is the taking the 
country into our own hands, calling our- 
felves Dewan for the King, and apply- 
ing to him accordingly for funnuds, pro- 
mifing arid paying him his annual reve- 

nues, 
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nues, for the provinces of Bengal, Bahar 
and Oriffa, as former Nabobs ufed to do, 
and which latter ones have never done. 
This difpofition, however, is liable to 
many objections, and at prefent imprai- 
cable, as our whole force is very infuf- 
ficient, to keep pofieffion of fucha tra& 
of country. 

Tue next method that occurs, is the 
fixing on another man as Nabob, who 
inay be more under our direction than the 
prefent. For there appears no medium 
can be obferved ; we mutt either govern 
him, or he will us; and we muft fub- 
mit to have affairs upon the footing they 
were in Serajah Dowla’s time, if fuch a 
ftep is not followed. 

Ir putting another Subah in the go- 
vernment is approved, the next thing to 
be cenfidered, is the perfon proper for 
this purpofe; and being unacquainted 
with any of the prefent Nabob’s Jemmat- 
dars, or other men of family in the coun- 
try, Ican think of no one but the late 
Nabob, whofe chief caufe for refigniag 
the Subahfhip being: then semoved, he 

would 


Tranfactions in BENGAL. 283 


would take the weight of government a- 
gain on himfelf, and agree to what we 
might propofe, which I think need only 
be the demands now made upen Coffim 
Allee Cawn, with a ftipulation of the 
number of troops he fhould keep up, and 
alfo of the number of ours he fhould have 
about his perfon. 

Wiru regard to the reimburfing the 
Company, for the expences of the war, a 
calculation fhould be made of them, as 
nearas poflible, and fucha fumrequired for 
the payment, either in money, or in the 
revenues of a tract of lands, held andcol- 
lected by the Company, till fuch fum 
was difcharged. It fhould hkewife be fti- 
pulated, that the perfon promoted fhould 
make good the loffes private perfons may 
fuftain on this occafion ; but the neceffa- 
ry amount cannot bedeterminedonatpre- 
fent; and that he fhould make a gratuity 
inmoney to the military for their fervices. 
Many objections I am fenfible may be 
ftarted againft reinftating the old Nabob; 
one, our Honorable Mafters approved of 
the late change ; but yet, if their noble 

acquifitions 
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aequifitions are continued to them, and 
tranquility reftored in the country, I flat~ 
ter myfelf they will not gbject to the 
-name of Meer Jafher Allee, whofe natu- 
\sal refentment againit us may he chang- 
ed; andif it fhould not, it may be curbed, 
by keeping always fome of our troops 
with him. The late Nabob’s weak ca- 
,pacity, that was made an argument a- 
gainft him, I think would, confiftent 
with good politics, rather plead in his 
favor, as it certainly can never be the 
Company’s intereft to have an enterpriz- 
ing Nabob, for the Subah of thefe pro- 
winces ; it being fo natural for a man, in 
ahat flation, to endeavor at all rates to 
render himfelf independent. 
min? Mr. Hatftings’s Opzmuon. 
-o \WiE.ATEVER be the event of 2 war 
with the Nabob, which I yet hope may 
be.awoided,as I have everdeclared againft 
all the meafures that have led to it, I 
smight well decline giving my opinion, 
eytith refpedt to the fitteit eftablifhment 
#9, take place upon the fubverfion of the 
prefgnt. But I muft confefs this a, point 
: of 
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of fach difficulty, that I muft of neceffity 
leave it to abilities fuperior to my own, 
to point out fucha provifion as may ferve 
both to remedy the divifions, and prevent 
the bloodfhed, which fuch a change will 
introduce in the country, and to pre- 
ferve the Englifh name, and the Compa- 
ny from finking with the weight of their 
own acquifitions. Thefe confequences 
Ithmk unavoidable, tho’ there is little 
likelihood that our difpute with the Na- 
bob will be of long duration, or give us 
much trouble. ) 

For reimburfing the Company’s ‘ex- 
pences, and the lofs which their trade, 
as wellas that of private merchants-mey 
fuftain, in the courfe of the war,-caite 
fhould be taken to affign a proper and li- 
mited fund for that purpofe, which may 
‘be determined upon, whenever the plan 
is fixed for the operations of the war. ' 
, Mr. Cartier’s Opinion. 

Tre keeping of this inihmenfe tract 
of country for the ufe and fervice df the 
Honorable Company, would lead us-intd 
fuch a {cene of difficulties, as we fhoulil 
* not 
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not eafily get over; nor do I think the 
civil or military body, on this eftablifh- — 
ment, fufficiently large for the manage- 
ment and protection of the fame, which 
would be the means of giving birth to 
endlefs wars and oppreffions, and produce 
difaffeCtions among the natives ; thefe,a- 
mong other reafons that might be urged, 
are fufficient with me to difapprove a ftep 
of this nature; but a war being in my 
opinion now unavoidable, it becomes ne- 
ceflary to contider what meafures are moft 
likely to bring it to a {peedy conclufion, 
as well as thofe which may tend to fup- 
port us in its duration. It 1s therefore, 
in my opinion, abfolutely necefflary we 
aim to form, or fix an alliance with fuch 
officers, as may be in or out of employ, 
under the prefent government, whofe 
influence cr credit might be of real fer- 
vice ; and that we immediately declare 
in favor of fome perfon, as Subah of this 
province, whofe intere(ft in it might facili- 
tate the method of gaining over thefe of- - 
ficers. ‘The reftoring of Meer Jaffer Al- . 
lee Cawn to his. former. dignity, would. - 

: be 
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bethe moft likely meansof effeGting thofe 
ends, and in all human probability moft 
agreeable to the country. It would fur- 
thermore be doing an act of juftice to a 
man, who, in my opinion, never injur- 
ed us. 

Tuo’ I declare in favor of Meer Jaf- 
fier Allee Cawn, I think we ought to 
regulate certain matters with him, as 
might tend to a folid eftablifhment of his 
government, and preferve out own influ- 
ence ; which, if not abufed, the reftric- 
tions we may fubjecthim to, will, [hope, 
be confidered as a method beft adapted to 
continue a lafting peace in the country. 
The reftrictions are as follows. 

First, That his ftanding army fhould 
notexceed soooeftective harfe,and 10,000 
gunmen; and this body to be diftributed 
on the different frontiers of his country. 
That his conftant refidence be at Moor- 
fhedabad, andthatno morethan 500 horfe, 
and 29000 gunmen, do take poft there. 
Mongheer to be evacuated by the court 
of his Excellency, and to be garrifoned 
asa fort. That acorps of 250 Europe- 

ans, 
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ans, and a battalion of feepoys, be always 
in cantonments at Coffimbuzar, for the 
protection of his Excellency’s perfon, in 
cafe of neceffity. 

SECONDLY, That a treaty, previous to 
the operations of our army, fhould be 
fettled with the Nabob, on the above 
points; likewife, as to the grant of jag- 
heer funnuds, for the three provinces of 
Burdwan, Midnapoor and Chittagong ; 
the fettling of our trade, on the footing 
we demand it to be on, till the pleafure 
of the Company is known; and a ra- 
tification of the reft of the feveral de- 
mands made on Coffim Allee Cawn, 
which we may think indifpenfably necef- 
fary to ftick to. That the expences of 
the war be defrayed by the Nabob, and 
indemnification for all real lofles that may 
be fuftained by private perfons of this fet- 
tlement, in the courfe of the war, and 
fincethe commencement of thefe difputes, 
if owing to them; the capture of what- 
ever treafure may be made from the pre- 
fent Nabob, to belong to Meer Jaffer, 
to enable him to anfwer the above dif- 

burfements, 
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burfements, and to make a gratification 
to the troops of his Majefty, and thofe 
of the Company. 

Mr. Billers’s Opinion. 

Mr. BILLeRs gives it as his opinion, 
that (if the prefent Nabob, in confe- 
quence of a war is removed from the fu- 
bahfhip) a perfon of influence fhould be 
put in pofieffion of the government; for, 
on a declaration of fuch our intention, it 
is to be imagined many of the zemindars, 
that are difafiected with the prefent Su- 
bah, would declaic themfelves in our fa- 
vor. He would have fuch perfon put un- 
der proper reftrictions ; likewife thofe 
dunnuds for the lands, now called tun- 
caws, changed into jagheeree funnuds, 
and confirmed by him as fuch; and the 
feveral rernaining articlesinfifted on from 
the prefent Nabob, ratified by him. That 
he fhould be obliged to hold his court at 
Moorfhedabad, and evacuate Mongheer, 
and only look upon it as a frontier town, 
and guard it as fuch; he fhould be allow- 
ed a proper number of troops to guard 
the three provinces, and collect his re- 

Vou. Ill, U venues, 
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venues, which number fhould be fettled 
by the Governor and Council, and h- 
mited fo, as to put it outof his pawer to 
hurt the Englifh. He fhould be put in 
poffeffion of all the treafure that may, be 
foundin Mongheer; and fuch richesas may 
belong to the prefent Nabob. For reim- 
burfing the expences of the Company, 
and loffes fuftained by private people, he 
fhould be obliged to allow a certain fum, 
which may be hereafter ftipulated. 

Ir he (Mr. Billers) is called upon to 
nominate a man, he thinks the former 
Nabob, Meer Jafher Allee Cawn, in every 
refpect, a very proper perfon. 

Iie is further of opinion, that a pro- 
per recompence fhould be made, both to 
the King’s and Company’s troops, for put- 
ting the perfon fixeduponin full poffeffion 
of the government. 

Majer Adams’s Opinion. 

Ir it fhould be deemed necefiary to 
remove the Nabob, in confequence of a 
war, I think it will be requifite to fet 
fome perfon up in oppofition to him, 
whofe influence in the country may draw 

to 
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to his, and our affiftance, many of the 
Nabob’s officers. As I am not acquaint- 
ed with either the influence or abilities of 
the principal men of the country, I beg 
to refer tothe fentiments of theother gen- 
tlemen at the Board, whofe perfonal ac- 
quajntance with them, and knowledge 
of their characters, enables them to judge 
whowould bethe propereft perfon totreat 
with, on an affair of fuch importance. 
Tue perfon nominated fhould,I think, 
be laid under fuch reftrictions, as to ren- 
der him incapable of difturbing the trade 
or tranquility of the country, and oblige 
him toreimburfe the Company the whole 
expence of the war, and fatisfy the pri- 
vate merchants for the loffes they may 
fuftain ; but that no ftep fhould be taken 
in the affair, until the Board have re- 
ceived anfwers to their letters, writ- 
ten to Meff. Amyatt and Hay on the gth 
and roth initant. 
The Prefident’s Opinion. * ° 
ALTHO’ fome of the demands made 
upon the Nabob, and which have occa- 
fioned his prefent iH difpofition, are’fuch, 
U 2 as 
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as I havealways difapproved andthought 
unjuft, and fuch as the Company’s in- 
terefts are no ways concerned in; yet, I 
hoped, and believed the Nabob would 
have acquiefced therein, and waited with 
patience, till an anfwer could be receiv- 
ed from the Court of Directors. Butas 
he is fo rath and ill-advifed, as to com- 
mit acts of violence againft us, of fucha 
nature, as portend a total rupture, I {hall 
ufe all diligence in forwarding the necef- 
{ary preparations for fuch anevent; and 
notwithitanding my difapprobation of 
the fteps, by which this war is likely to 
be brought on, at atime, when the 
Company's bufinefs meets with no inter- 
ruption; yet, when hoftilities do unavoid- 
ably commence, no one will be more for- 
ward in promoting fuch vigorous mea- 
fures, as feem moft conducive to bring 
it to a {peedy iffue. 

WauiLe fuch meafures are purfuing, 
and we are in a ftate of war, I fhall think 
it, my duty to remain here; but as faon 
as J] f&e qur Honorable Mafters affairs re- 
ttored to a {tate of fecurity and tranqui- 

lity, 
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lity, I am determined to quit the chair, 
as I will never be concerned in a fecond 
regulation of the government of thefe 
ptovinces, after the depofing of Coffim 
Allee Cawn, which I fuppofe to be the 
intent of the war, and, in all human pro- 
bability, will be fpeedily accomplifhed. 
I was one of a Board of Select Com- 
mittee, who, 1n the month of Septem- 
ber, 1760, determined on the treaty with 
Coffim Allee Cawn, which foon after 
brought him to the Nizamut. Altho’ 
our refolutions were unanimous, fome 
members, who were at that time not in 
Bengal, raifed afterwards abundance of 
objections, were not {paring of reproach- 
es againft the members who were pre- 
fent,and fomeevendeclared, they thought 
the faid treaty not binding upon them. 
A ftrong oppofition was formed hereup- 
on, and every opportunity has fince been 
taken, of aggravating difputes with the 
Nabob ; by which means, jealoufics arid 
fufpicions have been nourifhed, until 
they are grown into the ftate, in which 
we now fee them. - 3 
U 3 TuHus 
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Tuus experienced, itis notfurprizing, 
that I fhould be unwilling to give my 
vote for any particular perfon, to fuc- 
ceed Coffim Allee Cawn, or to enter into 
a difcuffion of the Company’s right to 
nominate to fuch fucceffion, upon which 
fome doubts may arife; for altho’ they 
may contract with the neareft heir, to 
fupport his pretenfions, which was the 
nature of our engagement with Coflim 
Allee Cawn, it does not follow, that 
they have aright to procetd to a new 
appointment, in cafe there be no heir of 
the fame family. But as it is my defign, 
that my government fhall expire as foon 
as Coffim Allee is depofed, andthe tran- 
quality of the country reftored, it is 
more for our Honorable Mafters benefit, 
and the welfare of the province, that all 
queftions relative to the fucceffion, be 
decided by thofe who will remain here 
to fupport the perfon, in whofe favor 
they may turn. 

WHATEVER may be therefolutions of 
the, Board, I thall do my utmoft to pro- 
mote their fuccefsful execution, as long 

as 
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as I remain in the chair; and the perfon 
who may betrcated with, I think, fhould 
engage to pay the Company fuch a fum, 
as may be ftipulated for the expences of 
the war; as likewife fuch further fim, 
as fhall be agreed upon for the indemni- 
fication of the loffes, which the mer- 
chants, living under our prote¢tion, will 
unavoidably fuffer in their concerns inthe 
country.” 


AFTER thefe opinions had been read, 
and much debate pafied on the fubject at 
the Board, it was refolved, thatthe mem- 
bers fhould take time till the next meet~ 
ing, to determine on amatter of {uch im- 
portance. 

’ On the 23d, arrived the following let- 
tet from Meff. Amyatt and Hay to the 
Board. Dated June 14, 1763. 


ec if appears to us from the Nabob’s 
difpofition of his forces, both by 

his ftrengtheningthe detachments towards 
Beerboom and Moorfhedabad, and his 
ordering to be affembled at Patna his 
troops from the Mey country, and other 
U 4 places 
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places to the weftward, and from what 
he has dropped in converfation, that 
he defigns to attack, at the fame time, 
both Burdwan, and our forces at Patna, 
in hopes of fubduing them before they 
can be fuccoured. He continues to treat 
us with the greateft flight, and we almoft 
daily meet with infults from his people. 
We have thought it neceffary to write 
you the above, and to forward you a du- 
plicate of the cypher, the receipt of 
which you have not yet acknowledged, as 
we are doubtful what the event may be, 
on our delivering the Governor’s letter 
to his Excellency to-morrow, efpecially 
as we have received fo little protection 
fiom him for our people, fince we have 
b.en here; and he feems to have fo high 
yn Opinion of his own force, which, we 
imaginc, he is led to by the Armenian, 
who is his fole miniuter, and we believe 
the only perion that influcnces him to a 
rupture. The laft timc we were with 
the Nabob, he told us, that peace or war 
depended on the removing our troops 


from 
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from Patna, which, if we complied with, 
he would then talk on bufinefs. 

Our gentlemen were again ftopped 
this morning at the fame chokey, and 
carried prifoners to the Nabob through 
his army; the Nabob has been pleafed 
to fay, he has confined the people, and 
will give us fatisfaction for this. 

44 Note in Cypber. 

WE delivered the Governor’s letter to 
the Nabob this morning; on receiving 
which, he immediately declared there 
was war; but told us, we might wait till 
we received the Governor’s and Council’s 
orders, and fend him under our hands 
and feals the amount of them, when in 
cafe they did not order down our troops 
from Patna, he would fend us paffports 
to go to Calcutta; but that he would 
detain Mr. Hay for fecurity that his 
aumils, and the people in our hands, be 
delivered up. 

WeE conclude, that the Nabob’s view 
in this, is principally to fecure the fafety 
of Petrus ; we therefore recommend the 
immediate fecuring of that man, as Mr. 


Hay’s 
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Hay’s only fecurity, who has agreed to 
remain with the Nabob.” : 

THE precaution, which they recom- 
mended with refpec& to Coja Petrus, was 
accordingly obferved ; tho’ [ had fufficient 
reafon to believe their furmife groundlefs, 
fince the Nabob’s declared pretence for 
detaining Mr. Hay, was the moft natural 
conftruction that could be put upon that 
action ; and had he ftopped here, the 
ftricteft juftice could hardly have con- 
démned him for it, after the provocation 
which we had given, and the example 
which we had afforded him; but I fhall 
forbear any further reflections for the 
prefent on this fubject, and haften to the 
conclufion. 

Tue next letter brought a fhort 
glimpfe of hope, and made me imagine, 
that the Nabob, having tried the effects 
of a long oppofition, and dreading the 
confequences of a war, was now refol- 
ved to confent to peace upon any condi- 
tions. This letter was as follows. 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from Meff. Amyatt and 
Hay to the Board. Dated June 19, 1763. 


«© PEAHIS evening, Rajah Nobit Roy 

has been with us to inform us, 
that his Excellency confents to reléafe 
the boats of arms immediately, and will 
treat without perfifting in his prelimi- 
nary demand of removing the troops from 
Patna; and we have accordingly agreed 
to wait upen him to-morrow.” 


Tue flattering profpec&t which this 
letter had opened, vanifhed almoft in the 
inftant of its firft exiftence, and was fuc- 
ceeded by flying reports of troubles al- 
ready commenced at Patna, which, tho’ 
impoflible to be traced to any credible 
autharity, and told with improbable and 
contradictory circumftances, yet left no 
doubt, that fome extraordinary and cala- 
mitous event had given rife to them. 
What added to the credit of thefe ru- 
mours was, that we had not heard from 
Patna for fome days. And on the 30th 
of the month we were informed, by a 
letter from the gentlemen at Coffimbu- 

zar; 
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zay, that our dauks had been made pri- 
foners by the fougedar of Rajemahl, and 
the letters feized, by which our commu- 
nication with Patna and Mongheer was 
ftopped. 

In the mean time, I received two let- 
ters, in 4 very different ftyle, from the 
Nabob, cone on the 26th, and the other 
on the 29th of June. I thall enter both, 
and leave it to the reader to make the ob- 
vious comments on the pacific difpofition, 
which the Nabob plainly thewed to thelaft, 
till driven to the neceffity of ftanding on 
his defence, by the actual hoftilities be- 
gun by our factory at Patna. 


Oopy of a Letter from the Nabob Zo the 
Governor. Dated June ig, 1763. 


_ I Have received your kind letter 
with pleafure; you write, that you 

have read the lift of demands, prefented 
by Mr. Amyatt, with my anfwer to each 
article ; that it is furprifing that not one 
af them have been confented to, and that 
tT repeatedly write for the removal of the 
treops from Patna; and-that you and 
Mr. 
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Me. Amyatt never wrote to me,that arms 
were not difpatched to that place, but 
that the forces which are already thera 
want mufkets. That I had ftopped Gx 
boats loaded with mufkets, and taken 
from the Company’s gomaftah at Bahar 
2000 maunds of faltepetre. That 4 of 
sco mufkets, or 2000 maunds of falt- 
petre, were no great matter to either of 
us; but by fuch unprofitable actions, 
I rendered entirely ufelefs and ineffec- 
tual, all your endeavors and ftudy to 
preferve peace and union, between us. 
That from all thefe circumftances you 
fuppofed, that I was refolved upon a rup- 
ture ; if fo, that I fhould write it plain- 
ly. That I might be affured, that untefs 
I releafed the boats and arms, there 
would be an end to all our friendfhip 
and peace, and to all concerns between 
us. Sir, in my reply to each article of 
the demands, what have I anfwered con - 
trary to the treaty, or not conformable 
to juftigs, or what bufinefs of yours have 
I put a ftop to? Write me any inflance 
that I may know it. From, the profef- 


fions 
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fions of you, gentlemen, and my own 
confidence in you, I affured myfelf, that 
the troops at Patna were for my fervice; 
and for that reafon I fent for them. f& 
now underftand, that they are kept at 
Patna for the defence, and the bufinefs 
of the factory, and for my grievance and 
detriment. Had I known as much be- 
fore, I fhould not have fent for them ; 
nor had I any other reafon for defiring 
their removal from Patna, but that Mr. 
Ellis is my profeffed enemy; and for 
thefe two years has created difturbances, 
leaving unattempted no means to ruin 
my affairs. For this reafon, if you think 
it proper to keep up forces at Patna, and 
that the boats of arms fhould be releafed, 
it is fit that you fhould appoint Mr. A- 
myatt, or Mr. M‘Gwire, or Mr. Haf- 
tings, whichfoever of thefe gentlemen 
you approve of, to the chiefship of Pat- 
na, and remove Mr. Ellis from that 
place. By this means, good order will 
be introduced into both our affSrs ; but 
if you, gentlemen, are refolved at all e- 
vents upon 2 rupture; write me fo phainly. 

WHOEVER 
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WHOEVER wrote you, gentlemen, 
that I had feized your falt-petre, wrote 
an abfolute falfhood, and with a wicked 
defign. Itis true, that 4 or 500 mufkets, 
are no great matter to you ; neverthelefs, 
they would be of ufe to me, in the ap- 
pearance which they would have with 
the zemindars, and the common people of 
this country. If you will oblige me, by 
granting this flight favor, I may at 
length reap this benefit (be it great og 
{mal]) in three years, from the influence 
of the Company, and the kindnefs of you, 
gentlemen. The amount of their price 
I will pay; if you will net give them, 
you are maiters of your own goods. You 
ought to confider well, from what quar- 
ter war and difcord fhew themfelves. 
For inftance, the Englith Council has fent 
{trict orders to all the gomaftahs of their 
factories, that upon any fault being com- 
mitted, by any of the officers of the fir- 
car, they fhall, without acquainting me, 
or my naibs, or aumils, chaftize Aimy 
and carry him away a prifoner. Ang 
tho’ 1 had difmiffled Mahomed , Allee 


Z from 
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from my fervice, and fent for him, when 
he had waited a few days to prepare hig¢ 
accounts, and was upon the point of fet- 
ting out for this place, your people feized 
and carried him to Calcutta; and befides 
this, they have imprifoned feveral others 
of the officers of the fircar. 

Ir is needlefs to write, what difgrace 
they have thrown upon my affairs. Had 
I refufed to punifh them upon conviction 
of their faults, yet, in that cafe, it would 
not have been juft to quarrel with my of- 
ficers. Whatever claims or feizures, ‘or 
war, or force were to be made, ought 
to have fallen upon me. After fo op- 
probrious an act, fo oppofite to the rules 
of friendfhip, what room was there left 
for mutual confidence ? To your demand 
that I fhould write plainly, whether my 
defigns are for war? I declare to you 
plainly, that I upon no account do de- 
fire a war with you, gentlemen; nor do 
I interrupt either the Company’s trade, 
or your foreign commerce. But you, 
geatlemen, fetting on foot omce or twice 
every year a new treaty, enter into ne~ 

getiatrohs, 
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gotiations, and infift on an anfwer to 
your own liking; by this you leave me 
without remedy. Whatever is to be 
done, delay not. If I have done any 
thing contrary to the old treaty, acquaint 
me with it. You have taken Burdwan, 
and the other countries, for defraying 
the expences of the Englith army; and 
in the old treaty you have written, that 
your army fhall attend me; and now, 
when I defire you to remove your forces 
from Patna, and fuffer them to attend 
me, you make excufes and denials. This 
is foreign from juftice. With refpe& to 
Mr. Ellis, how fhall I fpeak, or how fhall 
I write what quarrels he has made with 
my people from the beginning, and how 
he has injured my affairs ? Now, he is 
every day making preparations againft 
*Meer Mahomed Mehdee Cawn, and 
making a fhew of his forces before him, 
and is ready to attack him. In this cafe, 
Iand my people are without remedy. It 
is a duty on every man to defend his. 
own honor. 


Vox. IT. x P. S. 
* Naib of Patna. 
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‘'P. S. Sir, concerning what you have 
wrote of Meer Mahomed Jafher Cawn’s 
monthly allowance, you know, that at 
this time, I have not an aumil in ary 
place, and that the revenues of the fircar 
are at a ftand. As foon as the aumils 
are gone into their ftations, I will with- 
out fail difcharge it.” 


Copy of a Letter from the Nabgb fo the 
Governor. Dated June 22, 1763. 


si | Flave already acquainted you fully 
and repeatedly with the affairs of 

this place, ahd ‘you will have underftood 
the whole. At this time, wpon ‘the 
receipt of your letter, in which you in- 
ifton the seleafe of the boats laden with 
gnfkets, I have complied with your de» 
fire, and xeleafed the beats with: the 
mufkets. But Meff. Amyatt and Hay 
have given me this plain anfwer, they 
have received, am, order of the Council, 
which ia, that the treops.st Patna-fhall 
never be remayed, .as yor will objerve 
by, the lettar. svsitten. to.ume. by. ntho® 
gentlemen, of wbich J tend su-2.cbpy- 
De gaa ee » 2. As 
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As to the particulars of Mr. Ellis, 
what hall I write ? Daily he is feeking 
occafion to quarrel with Meer Mahomed 
Mehdee Cawn Behader; and now, by 
what I can learn, that gentleman is bent 
upon the defign of affaulting the fort of 
Patna. To this purpofe, I have juft 
received an arzee from Meer Mahomed 
Mehdee Cawn Behader, with a paper of 
news of that quarter. I opened them in 
the prefence of Meff. Amyatt and Hay ; 
a copy of each I fend you inclofed in this 
letter for your perufal; and fromthem you 
will have aclear view of all particulars ; 
and in the fame manner, the Englifh fee-~ 
poys arecommitting all manner of violence 
and hoftilities in the perganah of Bahr- 
bund. A letter upon this fubject; which 
I received from Mahfing, the aumil of 
that quarter, I have fhewn to the faid 
gentlemen, and now fend a copy of it 
likewife to you, for yourinformation. ! 
-- By your friendfhip and kindnefs my 
affairs Ties been brought to this pafs: 
¥ hé'meaneft perfon that exifts, could ne- 
ver have-fubmitted to ufe {o great a for- 
& X 2 bearance ; 
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bearance; and that I have forborn fo 
long, was owing to this only, that your 
reputation might not fuffer with your 
mafters. I now leave you to your own 
concerns. Since Mr. Ellis has proceed- 
ed to fuch lengths, as to prepare ladders 
and platforms, in order to take the fort 
of Patna; now you may take whatever 
meafures you think beft for the interefts 
of the Company, and yourown. JI re- 
-peatedly wrote to you to releafe me from 
this bufinefs, and appoint another,; but 
you did not even reply to me on this 
Subject. Since the chiefs of the facto- 
ries are ftretching out their hands againft 
;my honor and reputation, [and my peo- 
pie are in every re{pect without remedy, 
por is it in my power to ufe any longer 
forbearance. 

P. S. Sir, fince the receipt of the 
former arzee from Meer Mahomed 
Mehdee Cawn Behader, another arzee, 
_ywith a paper of news, is arrived; the 
fubftance of it is, that the Englifh are 
throwing down the houfes at Baukiporé, 

and 
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and expelling the tenants, in order to 
make entrenchments. 

WHEN the zemindar of that placewent 
to Mr. Carftairs *, to reprefent this af- 
fair to him, that gentleman paid no re- 
gard to him. 

I sEND you a copy of the arzee, and 
the paper of news.” 


Copy of a Letter from Meer Mahomed 
Mehdee Cawn Behader ¢o rhe Nabob. 


- T Have continually reprefented - to 

your Excellency, that the chief 6f 
the factory at Patna is bent upon a rup- 
ture ; and your Excellency, in anfwer to 
my arzees, continually informs me, that 
a peace will fhortly be concluded, and 
the Englifh troops withdrawn from Pat- 


‘na. I have fent repeated reprefentations 


& 


of the ftate of this place; and that that 
gentleman was refolved upon a rupture, 
infomuch, that he has even made plat- 
forms and ladders for fcaling thé walls 
of the fort. One day, he ‘made thém 
ready for this defign, and was ‘teat tie 

X 3 ° ~ wWAIs, 


* Commanding officer of the detachment. 
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walls, when a ftorm of wind and rain 
came on, and caufed him to defer it. 
This is our ftate ; but your Excellency 
neither fends us any reinforcements, nor 
gives me any orders to fight; what then 
am I to do, fitting inactive? Since the 
feepoys of Bengal have gained an ill 
name, for their treachery to former Na- 
zims, it is not in my power to bring my- 
felf to fo much forbearance and want of 
fpirit. If that chief is determined on a 
quarrel, I will put up with no more in- 
fults, but will fight with him. 

P. S. On the sth of the moon, the 
hircatras of the fircar delivered me a 
papér of news, which I fend, for your 
Extellency’s information, inclofed. 

' Copy of the Paper of News. 

I HAVE repeatedly informed your Ex- 
ia Pg of the difturbances committed 

y Mr. Ellis. This is the prefent ftate ; 
ee difturbanced’créated by the faid ren- 
tleman daily incréafe ; his {*«epoys come 
clofe to the fort, adhd give ill-language 
to the people ofthe fort; and fay to 
them, ““whatdo youdo fitting in the fort? 

cs Why 
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<. Why do you not come out into the 
<< plain, that we maycut your heads off?” 
In this manner they ufe infulting expre{- 
fions ; and that gentleman has alfo made 
platforms, and high ladders for {caling 
the walls. One day, with this defign, 
he approached the fort, when a ftorm of 
wind and rain came on, and caufed him 
to defer it. I daily write to you what 
paffes, but your Excellency takes no 
meafures. for redreffing thefe diforders ; 
and Meer Mahomed Mehdee Cawn Be- 
hader will not fight without your oiders,, 
Second Paper of News. 

To the weft of Moorhdur’s gardens 
dwelt many tenants; Miz. M<sLeod ” tur- 
ned them out, pulled theiz houfes down, 
and threw them upon.the intrenchments, 
where builders are at work. The ge- 
mindar of the place, taking the tenants 
with him, carried them before captain, 
Carftairs, and complained ; but receiving 
no an{wer,, was forced to retygn with the 
tenants to,his own houfe.” 3 

xX 4 Copy 
~* One-of the oficers of the detachment. —- 


gig aSiaeSat rye of -thé 


oa of x etter from Mahfing, .dumdi 
"+ of Bahrbund; fa the Nabob. 


te: Have before reprefented the par-~ 
ticulars of the affault made by 
Dearam, the Englifh gomaftah, with a 
body of soo feepoys, &c. at the laft pahr 
of the night, on the cutcherree of the 
ptrganah of Bahrbund. At this time 
about 7oo Europeans and feepoys are 
arrived at Cheelmarree in the faid perga- 
nah, have plundered the merchants and 
tenants, and making their way to the 
cutcherree, early in the morning they at- 
tacked my pefhkar, in Rannee Gunge, 
they killed and wounded about 15 of my 
peons, &c. and committed great ravages. 
"hough they are now returned to Dacca, 
yet they will not defift from their hoftile 
intentions. Thefe difturbances, repeated- 
ly cdufed by the Englith, have entirely 
riined the perganah. The tenants are 
fled, the revenues are entirely at a ftand, 
and the lands are wafte ; added to thefe 
damages, the tuncaw of the Rangamet- 
tée 'fougedar has fuffeted ;_ and your Ex. 
cellency can Well judge in what manner 
the 
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the -balances are to be recovered, and 
the new collections made, amidft thefe 
diforders. As the paft difturbances fave 
made it neceflary to entertain a few horfe 
and foot, for the protection of my honor, 
and I have been obliged to borrow mo- 
ney to pay them two months pay, I 
requeft, that a perwannah may be grant- 
ed me for a tuncaw.” 


Tue advices tranfmitted to the Na- 
bob, by his officer at Patna, of Mr. El- 
lis’s intention to attack the city, agree~ 
ing with the general report which had 
prevailed for fome days, it was no longer 
doubted that hoftilities had begun at that 
place ; and therefore, on the 2d of July, 
orders were given for the army to march 
from Gherettee. Some days before, a 
letter was difpatched to meet Mr. Amy- 
att, directing him to leave his efcort at 
Coffimbuzar, which would fufficiently 
fecure that factory till the army reached it. 

Ig is argued by many, that the army 
fhould have marched fooner; but if it 
be- confidered, that the. march of the 

army 
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army would have been regarded by the 
Nabob, and all the country, as a certain 
declaration of war, it would have been 
improper, while we had any hopes from 
the negotiation ; and after that hope was 
nearly loft, it would have been impru- 
dent te move the army, until our depu- - 
ties had received their difmiffion, leaft it 
fhould put them in danger of being de- 
tained with their efcort. All the necef- 
fary preparations were made to infure, as 
far as the nature of war will admit, the 
fuccefs of our arms in cafe of a rupture ; 
and if the Patna detachment had not 
been loft by their own diforderly beha- 
vior, the troubles would fcarce have 
{pread into Bengal. 

_On the 4th arrived the following note 
in cypher from Mr. Amyatt, directed to 
Mr. Ellis, but brought by miftake to 
Calcutta, inftead of another of the fame 
ténor, addrefled to the Board. 

, ** WE are made prifoners, as far as 
‘* feazing our boats, and furrounding of 
‘* us can make us. The boats of arms 

s* were 
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‘s Were ftoppedafew miles from hence*. 
«¢ Mongheer June, 21, 1763.” 


Tue hircarra that brought the note 


reported, that being ftopped and de-_ 
tained 
* This was the laft of Mr. Amyatt’s letters from 
Mongheer, that reached us before the war was de- 
clared ; but major Adams finding fome of his papers 
at Moorfhedabad, fent me a copy from his letter- 
book of a letter of the 22d of June. This giving 
fome further account of the footing on which he 
parted with the Nabob, I have thought proper to 
infert it. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Amyatt to Mr. Ellis, 
dated Mongheer, the 22d of June, extraéted 
from his Letter-Book; wherets a Ademorandum, 
that he wrote a Letter of the fame Tenor to Mdr. 
Vanfittart. 

S1R, 

From the Nabob’s aétions, two nights ago, we 
were effectually made prifoners, furrounded bya bo- 
dy of horfe all night, and our boats feized. ‘That 
day in the morning we defired Nabit Roy to tell the ; 
Nabob, as we were ordered to return, we could , 
not, nor would not ftay, therefore dered per- 
wannahs and duftucks for our free paffage; and 
if he did not give them, we would po without. 
In the evening Nobit Roy informed us, the boats 
with arms fhould be releafed; upon which we af- 
fured him, we would not think of going, but with 

the 
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Aetained a little on this fide of. Mong- 
heer, by the Nabob’s chokeys, he Jearn- 
ed, that Mr, Amyatt was gone to Patna, 
and that our forceshad attacked and — 


the city. 

TuoucsH we could not depend ne 
this news, yet there was great reafon to 
think it true; and from this moment I 
was to enter on a new part. Hitherto! 
had regarded the Nabob as the injured 
party; and his conduct from his accef- 


fion to the fubahfhip, to the opening of . 

Our 
the Nabob’s confent. Notwithftanding this, he, that 
night, took the above precautions to ftep us, not 
trufting our words, To-day all our boats were givenus 
back again,and the Nabob has promifed to difmifs us 
the day after to-morrow; for we declared to hom, 
we could not think of treating with him as affairs 
are now fituated, we prifoners, and he fending 
reinforcements to Patna, nor could we anfwer for 
the confequence, when 4Il this intelligence reached 
you ahd the gentlemen in Calcutta. The boats 
“with the. arms gre ¢leayed fiom the chokey at Su- 
Sygarrah, ‘and gone on, but there are many more 
chokeys for them to pafs I believe. ‘Thus matters 
Hand at prefent, which I think neceffary to inform 
youof. The Nabob has given us affurances of our 
gtrfons ahd honor: being fafe, xs.far as.words: will 


allow. Iam, &c. 
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our laft difputes, and even to the prefent 
period as irreproachable, excepting a very 
few inftances eafily to be accounted for, 
by the diftrefs and defpair to which he 
was driven. I confidered myfelf as the 
infrument of his advancement, and that 
he placed his entire dependence on me, 
to fupport him in it, whilft he obferved 
the conditions of the treaty ; and as more 
e{pecially concerned to preferve the fecu- 
rity of the Company’s interefts, and the 
tranquility of the country, upon the efta~ 
blifhment which I had fo principal a 
fhare in forming, and which the Court 
of Directors had approved, and ordered 
me to fupport. Therefore, in all our 
adifputes, I had placed myfelf between 
the Nabob, and the rage of his oppo~ 
nents, till the flame grew too violent to 
be extinguithed, and threatened our own 
pottefiions. But juftice muft now give 
place to neceffity, and I mouft take the 
part which my ftation required, in re- 
pelling the evils to which the Company 

aad the nation. were expofed. 
Tugss motives had induced me to 
form 
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form the refolution which I had before 
publicly declared, in a minute already 
noticed of the zoth of June, to remain 
in the chair, and affift in all the opera- 
tionsof the war, untilit fhould be brought 
to a final iffue, leaving it to the other 
members of the Council to form a new 
plan of government, in which I was de- 
termined to have no concern. This re- 
{olution I now repeated to the Board in 
the following minute ; believing, from 
the hircarra’s report, that Mr. Amyatt, 
who was the next in fucceffion to the 
chair, was now at Patna. 


‘Copy of the Governor's Minute in Con/ful- 
tation of the ath of July, 1763. 

ee | THINK it certain from the floppage 
of our letters, the intelligence of 

the hircarra and other reports, that hof- 
tilities have begun at Patna, and that the 
breach with the Nabobisirreparable. The 
army under the command of major A- 
dams fhould therefore march on towards 
Mongheer, with all expedition, to fe- 
cure’ the Compesy's _pofiefionas ..ead 
bring 
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bring the war to a fpeedy iffue; altho’ 
I am quite of opinion, as I always have 
been, that it would be begun, continued 
and ended, by our forces at Patna. For 
the reft, as it is my refolution for the 
reafons mentioned, in my minute of the 
z2oth of June, to quit the government as 
foon as the war is fo far determined, as 
that the Company’s fettlements and pof- 
feffions run no rifk, and which I doubt 
not will be the cafe before the month of 
September. I fhall be glad that Mr. A- 
myatt, who we have reafon to hope is 
fafe at Patna, was directed to return to 
Calcutta, by that time to receive from 
me the charge of the government, with 
the papers and inftructions thereunto be- 
longing.” . 

THE minutes entered in confultation 
of tite 20th of June, regarding the plan 
for fettling the government, tn cafeof the 
removal of Coffim Allee Cawn from the 
fabahfhip, were now read again at the 
Board, in order to come to fomeconcinfion 
upon the point ; and the opinions of ma-« 


jor 
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jor Carnac and Mr. Batfon, which had. 

not been taken with the reft, were now 

delivered in, in the following terms. 
Major Carnac’s Opzntion. 

Tuo’ major Carnac entirely difapprov- 
ed of the revolution in favor of Coffins 
Allee Cawn, and did not deem the au- 
thority, by which it was effected, as 
fufficient, from aconviction, if the whole 
Council had been confulted, the majo- 
rity would have been againft it ; yet, 
from the moment we had the advice of 
our Employers having acquiefced therein, 
it became our common duty to fupport 
to the utmoft the new Nazim, fo long 
as our rights and privileges were not 
infringed by, him; and the major can 
fafely aver, no perfon at the Board is 
more truly concerned than himfelf, at 
the meafures we are under the neceffity 
of taking. 

Tue Nabob Coffim Allee Cawn has 
for fome time paft fhewn fuch an indif- 
pofition towards us, as would render it 
the height of folly to place any confi- 
dence in him; and however inclined the 

Board 
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Board have fhewn themfelves (by their 
long forbearance, and fending deputies) 
to the eftablifhment of a mutual friend- 
fhip, he has by his late acts abfolutely put 
it out of our power, confiftently with ho- 
nor, to come toan accommodation with 
him. We fhall therefore be juftified to 
the Company and the world, in exerting 
our endeavors for the reftoration of Meer 
Jaffier, an atonement which major Car- 
nac looks upon as due to him, for the 
injuftice he thinks was done him in de- 
pofing him; and he is of opinion, he 
thould be proclaimed at Calcutta, and 
taken up with major Adams to Moor- 
fhedabad, and there placed upon the 
mufnud. That a manifeftofhould be pub- 
lifhed, fetting forth the reafons for the 
change of government ; and there is no 
doubt, but as Meer Jaffier, from the con- 
fideration in which he has for many years 
been held, muft haveanumberof friends; 
feveral of the moft confiderable perfons 
in the country will flock to his ftandard. 
Major Carnac begs leave to fubmit to the 
Board the terms, which, in his opinion, 


Vor. Ill. Y ~ fhould 
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fhould be made the ground~work of a 
treaty, to be concludcd between us and 
Meer Jafher. 

THe confirmation of the ceffion of the 
three provinces of Burdwan, Midnapoor 
and Chittagong, with this alteration, 
that they be now made over to us in 
property, inftead of their revenues only 
being affigned to us, as is the cafe at 
prefent. 

AN univerfal freedomof trade to be al- 
lowed us, and the other privileges which 
the deputies were commiffioned todemand 
of Coffim Allee Cawn. The defraying 
the expences of the war, and a full in- 
demnification to be made to the private 
fafferers, as well as to the public, for 
all lofies fuftained. To enable Meer Jaf- 
fier to do fo immediately, the treafure of 
Coffim Allee Cawn, if laid hold of, to 
be put iato his hands; but im cafe of 
failure herein, the revenues of the Nu- 
deea proviace to be mortgaged to us, till 
ewery body is resnmaburfed. The farm of 
the Poarncea (git~petre to be given to 


the Company. Fo wae 
HE 
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THE evil confequence of fuffering an 
overgrowth of power in a Nabob, be- 
ing but too apparent, he fhould in fu- 
ture be limited in the number of his 
forces, fo as to be obliged to have his 
main dependence upon thofe of the Eng- 
lifh ; the principal of our troops fhould 
therefore be ftationed at Burrumpoor, 
where there is a piece of ground already 
marked out and given to us; proper 
cantonments may be erected, and when- 
ever he has occafion for their fervices, 
they may be ready. This difpofition 
will preferve our military, it being avery 
healthy fpot ; whereas they have fatal- 
fy experienced (the two laft feafons par- 
ticularly) the unhealthinefs of Calcutta. 

Mr. Batfon’s Opinion. 

. LHE Nabob Coffim Allee Cawn has 
plainly manifefted by his general con- 
duct, fince he has been raifed to the fu- 
bahdarree, and more particularly by the 
feveral acts of hoftility, to which he has 
lately proceeded, that he has the moft 
inveterate enmity againft us; and that his 
defign is to extirpate us entirely out of 

Y 2 his 


324 4 NARRATIVE Of the 


his country, if ever it fhould be in his 
power. ‘The delays already procured by 
the gentlemen, who have fo ftrenuoufly 
fupported his caufe, have fubjected our 
affairs to great dangers and inconvenien- 
cies, and brought on us fome difgraces. 
Tam of opinion, therefore, that to keep 
terms with Meer Coffim any longer, or 
attempt any accommodation with him, 
is highly detrimental to the interefts of 
our Company and nation ; and I propofe, 
that we reinftate the old Nabob in his 
government, of which he has been un- 
juftly deprived ; hereby I think we fhall 
attain the defirable end, of eftablifhing 
the Company’s affairs on a folid founda- 
tion, and clear ourfelves of the imputa- 
tion of a breach of faith, which, tho’ 
really due to a faction amongft us, has 
thro’ this been caft on the nation in ge- 
neral.” 


Tuc majority of opinions agreeing in 
the appointment’ of anothet perfon to 
the fubahfhip, this point came the next 
under confideration, and the choice “of 

the 
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the Board fell of courfe upon Jaffier Al- 
lee Cawn ; Mr, Haftings and mytelf re- 
maining.neuter upon the occafion ; and 
it was accordingly refolved, that he 
fhould be reftored to the Nizamut. The 
next day we reccived two letters from 
Mr. Amyatt, the firft dated from Seep- 
gunge, the 25th of June, advifing us, 
‘© that from all the Nabob’s actions, he 
«and Mr. Hay both judged, that he 
“<< intended war, and that he would at- 
“< tack our troops at Patna. ‘That four 
‘< days before, an Armenian commander, 
‘© with a.ftrong reinforcement of horfe, 
“© foot and cannon, went to Patna; and 
«< that the Armenians folely managed 
‘¢ him, and urged the difputes.? The 
laft dated. from Sootee, the 30th of June, 
advifing us, that the Nabob had given 
him a paffport, and fent a man with him, 
to conduct him and his party fafe to Cal- 
cutta. We were accordingly in expec- 
tation of feeing him, when we received a 
letter from the factory at Coffimbuzar, 
informing us, that as he was paffing the 
city of Moorfhedabad, he was attacked 

Y 3 by 
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by the Nabob’s forces. Mr. Amyatt 
himfelf, and fome other gentlemen, kill- 
ed, and the reft made prifoners. 





SECTION XIII. 
The new Treaty with Meer Jaffier, War 
with Meer Coffim, and the Maffacre 


at Patna. 


The Proclamation of Meer Jaffier, and 
Declaration of War.——Meer Cof- 
fim’s Letter, confirming the Report of 
cur Defeat at Patna.——Coffimbu- 
zar Fadlory furrounded. Minutes 
wz Council of Mr. Vanfittart, and 
Mr. Haftings, containing their Rea- 
fons por figning the Aéis in favor of 
Meer Jafhier.——Propofed Articles of 
Agreement with Meer Jafher. 4 De- 
putation of the Board fent to him with 
the Articles.——Minutes in Council of 
Mr. Vanfittart and Mr. Hattings, up- 
on the Subject of the propofed Articles. 
——Preliminary Demands delivered by 
Meer Jatiier to the Deputses.— Debates 
and Refolutions thereupon.—Remarks on 

this 





Tranfactions in BENGAL. 327 


this Subjecé#.—Meer Jafher’s Objections 
to the Articles. —The Objections admit- 
ted.—Treaty with Meer Jaffier.—Fur- 
ther Demands of Meer Jafher— Agreed 
to.—Letter from Meer Coffim to Mfa- 
jor Adams, threatening to cut off the 
Prifoners in his Hands.—Mr. Vanfit- 
tart’s Letter to Meer Coflim on shaft 
Subjecdt.—Major Adams’s Anfwer to 
Meer Coffim.—The Maffacre perpe- 
trated.—Letter from Mr. Fullerton fa 
the Baard, giving an Account of this 
Cataftrophe, and of his Efcape. 


iC Barun unexpected attack, which we 
judged for certain to be a confe- 
quence of hoftilities, begun at Patna, 
being the next day confirmed by fome 
of the gentlemen’s fervants, and one or 
two foldiers of the party, who had efca- 
ped the fate of the reft, determined the 
Board, immediately to declare war againft 
Coffim Allee Cawn; and the Nabob 
Jafher Allee Cawn having confented to 
take upon him the government, the 
following declaration of war againft Cof- 

Y 4 fim. 
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fim Adlee-Cawn, and of the reftoration 
of- Jaffier Allee Cawn, was drawn up; 
fiowed: by the members of the Council, 
and publicly read thro’ the town, copies 
thereof being difperfed amongft the ze- 
mindars, and other principal people of 
the country. 


Copy of the Proclamation of the Nabob 
Meer Jaffier. 


HE Nabob Meer Mahomed Cof- 
fim Allee Cawn, having enter- 

ed upon, and committed acts of open 
hoftility againft the Englifh nation, and 
the intereft of the Englifh united Eaft 
India Company; we, on their behalf, 
are reduced to the neceflity of declaring 
war again{t him; and having come to a 
refolution of placing the Nabob Meer 
Mahomed Jaffier Cawn Behader again 
in the government; we now proclaim 
and acknowledge him as Subahdar of the 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orifia : 
and further, as the faid Cofiim Allee 
Cawn, has likewife exercifed acts of vi- 
olence and oppreffions over many of the 
principal 
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principal merchants and inhabitants of 
the country to their entire ruin, we do 
hereby require all manner of perfons un- 
der our jurifdiction, and alfo invite all 
other officers and inhabitants of the 
country, to repair to the ftandard of 
Meer Mahomed Jafhier Cawn Behader, 
to affift him in defeating the defigns of 
the faid Coffim Allee Cawn, and finally 
eftablifhing himfelf in the fubahdarree. 

GIVEN in Council at Fort William, 
the 7th day of July 1763, under our 
hands, and the feal of the faid United 
Eaft India Company.” 


WuattsT the Board were fitting, the 
following letter arrived from Meer Cof- 
fim, and confirmed what we had for fome 
days apprehended, the news of the de- 
feat of our detachment at Patna. The 
particulars of this difafter, with the other 
operations of the war, are fufficiently 
known; let it here fuffice to obferve, that 
the city was furprized and taken with- 
out refiftance, by our troops, in the night 
of the 24th of June; and by their dif- 

orderly 
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orderly behavior afterwards, whil{t they 
were difperfed, and intent only on plun- 
der, was retaken by a handful of the 
Nabob’s people, the next day at noon ; 
after which lofs, the gentlemen of the 
factory, with the f{cattered’ remains of 
the army, retired a-crofs the river, and 
were thereall deftroyedor taken prifoners. 


Copy of a Letter from the Nabob Cofiim 
Allee Cawn fo the Governor. Dated 
June 28, 1762. 

= [N my heart I believed Mr. Ellis to 

be my inveterate enemy, but from 
his actions, I now find he was inwardly 
my friend, as appears by this ftep, which 
he has added to the others. Like a night 
robber he affaulted the Kella of Patna ; 
robbed and plundered the bazar, and all 
the merchants and inhabitants of the 
city, ravaging and flaying from the 
morning, to the third pahr (afternoon.) 

When I requefted of you 2 or 300 muf- 

kets laden in boats, you would not con- 

fent toit. ‘This unhappy man, incon- 


fequence of his inward friendfhip, fa- 
vored 
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vored me in this fray and flaughter, 
with all the mufkets and cannon of his 
army, and is himfelf relieved and eafed 
from his burthen. Since it was never 
my defire to injure the affairs of the 
Company, what ever lofs may have been 
occafioned by this unhappy man to my- 
felf, in this tumult, I pafs over: but 
you, gentlemen, muft anfwer for any in- 
jury, which the Company’s affairs have 
fuffered ; and fince you have unjuftly and 
cruelly ravaged the city, and deftroyed 
the people, and plundered effects to the 
value of lacks of rupees ; it becomes the 
juftice of the Company to make repara- 
tion to the poor, as formerly was done 
for Calcutta. You, gentlemen, are won- 
derful friends; having made a treaty, to 
which you pledged the name of Jefus 
Chrift ; you took from me a country, to 
pay the expences of your army, with the 
condition, that your troops fhould al- 
ways attend me, and promote my affairs. 
In effect, you keep up a force for my de- 
ftruction ; fince, from their hand, fuch 
events have proceeded, I am entirely of 

opinion, 
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opinion, that ‘the Company fhould favor, 
me in caufing to be delivered to me the 
rents for three years of my country. .Be- 
fides this, for the violences and oppref- 
fions exercifed by the Englith gomaftahs 
for feveral years pafts, in the territories 
of the Nizamut, and the large fums ex- 
torted, and the loffes occafioned by them, 
it is proper and juft that the Company 
make reftitution at this time. This is 
all the trouble you need take; in the 
fame manner as you took Burdwan and 
the other lands, you muft favor me in 
refigning them.” 


a 


‘Tuts was followed by a note from the 
gentlemen at Coflimbuzar, dated the 
night of the 4th of July, informing us, 
that the fa¢tory was furrounded by a nu- 
merous force, and that they expected an 
attack the next morning. 

TueE Nabob’s letter putting it out of 
all doubt, that our troops at Patna, which 
confifted of a great part of our force, 
were entirely defeated, and the war be- 
coming thereby more ferious than had 

been 
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been expected; that no appearance of 
difunion amongft ourfelves might hurt 
the public fervice, I now refolved to fet 
my name to the declaration of war, and 
the treaty with Meer Jaffier, in which I 
had before declared my intention to have 
no fhare. This I accordingly did, having 
firft explained the motives for this change 
in my conduet, in the following minute, 
delivered in the confultation of the 8th 
of July. 
The Prefident’s Minute. 

«¢ THe Prefident (fenfible that it will be 
more for the public fervice, we fhould 
appear unanimous in every meafure now 
entered upon, for profecuting the war a- 
gainft Coffim Allec Cawn with the ut- 
moft vigor, and fupporting the alliance 
with Jafher Allee Cawn, to re-eftablith 
him in the government; and particular- 
ly, that it will be a fatisfaCtion to the 
Nabob Jafher Allee Cawn) confents to 
fign the proclamation, and all other 
public deeds, which fhall be made in 
confequence ; now recording ance for all, 
that he does not mean hereby to preju- 

dice 
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dice his former declarations and opinions, 
entered on the confultations.”’ 


In the fame fentiments, I was joined 
by Mr. Haftings (the only member who 
had oppofed the claims of the reft of the 
Board upon the Nabob, and the proceed- 
ings which brought on the war) in the 
following minute. 

Mr. Haftings’s Minute. 

«¢ Ir is long fince I forboded that our 
difputes with the Nabob would termi- 
nate in an open rupture; but as from the 
ill opinion which I had of his ftrength, 
I expected that our contention with him 
would be of a very fhort duration, nor 
otherwile affect the interefts of the Com- 
pany, than in the future ill confequen- 
ces of a broken and difordered ftate ; and 
as I had not the fame tie upon me with 
the Prefident, in refpect to any military 
charge, it was my refolution, as foon as 
a war fhould be declared, to refign the 
Company’s fervice ; being unwilling, on 
the one hand, to join in giving authority 
to paft meafures, of which I difapproved; 

and 
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and to a new ettablifhment, which I 
judged detrimentul to the honor and in- 
terefts of the Company: and apprehen- 
five, on the other, that my continuance 
at the Board, might ferve only to preju- 
dice, rather than advance the good of 
the fervice, in keeping alive, by my pre- 
fence, the difputes which have fo long 
difturbed our Councils, and retarding 
the public bufinefs by continual diffents 
and protefts. But fince our late melan- 
choly advices, give us reafon to appre- 
hend a dangerous and troublefome war ; 
and from the unparallelled acts of bar- 
banity andtreachery, with which it has 
opened on the part of the Nabob, it be- 
comes the duty of every Britifh fubje& 
to unite in the fupport of the common 
caufe, 1t 1s my intention to join my en- 
deavors for the good of the fervice, not 
only as long as the war fhall laft, but as 
long as the troubles confequent from it 
may endanger either the Company’s af-~ 
fairs, or the fafety of this colony. On 
the fame principle, and to remove every 
appearance of difunionamongtt ourfelves, 

I will 
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I will freely fet my hand tothe declara- 
tion publifhed by the Board, though I 
{till abide by the fentiments which I have 
all along expreffed, of the meafures 
taken in the courfe of all our difputes 
with the Nabob, hereby confirming all 
that I have declared in my former pro- 
tefts and minutes, which ftand upon re- 
cord in our confultations.” 


I sHALL go back to relate the pro- 
ceedings of the Board, in forming the 
new treaty of alliance with Jafhier Allee 
Cawn. A committee having been ap- 
pointed to draw up the articles of this 
treaty, delivered in their propofals, in 
the confultation of the 6th of July, as 


follows. 


Articles of the Treaty with Meer Jaffier 
Allee Cawn. 


«< First, To confirm to the Company 
the ceffion of the provinces of Burdwan, 
Midnapoor ‘and Chittagong, made by 
Meer Coffim, either by jagheeree, funnuds, 
or fuch deeds as may fecure the property 

of 
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of them, in the ftrongeft manner, to the 
Company for ever. 

SECONDLY, To ratify and confirm to 
the Englifh, the privilege granted by 
their Firmaun, and feveral hufbulhook- 
ums, of carrying on their trade by means 
of their own duftuck, free from all du- 
ties, taxes and impofitions, in all parts 
of the country, excepting the article of 
falt, on which, according to a refolution 
already taken, we agree to pay a duty of 
two and a half per cent. on the Rowana 
or Hoogly market price. 

Tuirpty, That he do grant to the 
Company, the exclufive right of purcha- 
fing the falt-petre of the province of 
Poorneea ; that he do alfo grant to them, 
for the {pace of five years, the {ole pri- 
vilege of making chunam, in the pro- 
vince of Silhett ; half whereof fhall be 
delivered to the fougedar there, for theNa- 
bob’s ufe, at the rate which the prime 
coft and charges may amount to. 

Fourturty, That the troops of the 
Englifh army fhall always be ready to 
be employed in the fervice of the Na- 

Vou. Hl. Lh bob, 
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bob,. for the fupport of his government, 
and the defence of his country; the Na- 
bob on his part fhall agree, chat he 
will maintain in his pay, no greater num- 
ber of troops than 0000 horie, and 12000 
effectave foot, for the prote€tvon of his 
frontiers, and colleGuon of his revenues. 

Firtury, That wherever he fthali 
think proper to fix his court, he fhall 
agree to a body of our forces being al- 
Ways cantoned near his perfon, for the 
fecurity thereof, and proteGion of his 
government; and that a Company’s fer- 
tant fhall refide at his court, to tran{act 
any aflairs between the Company and the 
government. 

SixTuLy, That the late perwannahs 
iffwed out by Cofiim Allee Cawn, grant- 
ing to’all merchants the exemption of alf 
duties for the {pace of two years, fhall be 
reverfed and called in, as they are detri- 
mental to the revenues of the govern- 
ment, and highly deffructive of the im- 
munities enjoyed by the Company from 
thei# Firmaur. 


« 


+ 


en tanns That the Nabob thall- 


alCf .. engage 
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engage to canfe the rupees coined in Cal- 
cutta, to pafsin every refpect throughout 
his g6vernment without any deduction, 
equally the fame with the rupces ftruck 
in his own mint. 

E1GuTHiy, That he fhall defray all 
the expences and lofs accruing to the 
Company from the war, and ftoppage of 
their inveitment, and reimburte to all 
private perfons, the amount of the au- 
thenticated loffes, which they may fuf- 
tain in their trade in the country. 

NinTuyiy, That for the former pur- - 
pofe, he fhall give thirty lacks of rupees ; 
for thre latter, ten lacks of rupees. : 

TENTHLY, Thatthe moftauthentic ace 
count of thefe loffes fhall be laid before 
a committee of the Board ; and that all 
fums of money, which may exceed the 
loxes fuftained by the Company and pri- 
vate perfons, hall be faithfully reftored 
to the Nabob. 

ELEVENTHLY, That whatever trea- 
fure or effects may be feized at Mon- 
gheer or elfewhere, belonging to Coffim 
Allee Cawn, the Nabob fhall be put in 

ZL 2 pofiefiion 
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pofiefion of, to enable him to make 
good the ftipulations in the nintly article. 

TweLtrrnLty, That if we fhould not 
be fo fortunate as to feize Coffimh Altee 
Cawn’s treafure and effects, the Nabob 
fhall affign over the revenues of certain 
lands for making good the fums ftipulated. 

THIRTLENTHLY, That the treaty en~ 
tered into between the Nabob and the 
Dutch, in the year 1760, to which we, 
by the defire of both parties, figned as 
guarantees, fhall, after his reftoration to 
the government, be renewed ; and with 
regard to the French, he fhall engage, 
that when they come to re-eftablith 
themfelves in Bengal, they fhall not be 
permitted to build forts, or keep up any 
forces, or hold any territories whatever, 
exclufive of their trading factories.”” 


I sHatut add':what fotlowed in the 
words of the confultation. ‘ 


“« THE foregoing articles, the com- 
mittee are of opinion, may be ‘included 
in 4 pubtic treaty to ‘be ratified between 
us and th the — Meer Y Mahomed Satter 
— vos § hee 
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Allee .Gawn Behader, and would fur- 
ther recommend, that a method be fet- 
tled with him for determining fuch dif- 
putes in trade, as may arife between the 
Englifh agents and gomaftahs, in the 
different parts of the country, and the 
officers of the government. 

AGREED, that major Adams, major 
Carnac, and Meff. Batfon and Cartier, 
be appointed a deputation to wait on the 
Nabob Meer Jafhier, to acquaint him 
with our refolytion in his favor, and the 
fubftance of thefe articles, and report his 
anfwer to the. Board; and if he fhould 
accept of the government, on the terms 
therein contained, to recommend to him 
to ufe his intereft in gaining over fuch of 
the cquntry people, as may be attached to 
his caufe, and particularly to appoint 
proper officers for colle&ing the reve- 
nues of the provjnces, which lie at hand 
for us to take immediate poffeffion of. 

Tha Prefident’s Minute. | . 

THE Prefident on.this accafion, mi- 

nutes, that having already 3 declared be 
**“not be a party to this or any other 
“Z 3 treaty, 


342 NARRATIVE of the 


treaty, which might be made with the 
country powers, he remained neuter to 
the queition, with refpect tothe propriety 
of the articles propofed ; yet, as his opi- 
nion has been afked upon them, he de- 
clares, that he can fee no objection to 
any of the articles, excepting the fecond, 
which he has already given his opinion, 
extends the privileges of our private 
trade beyond the true intent and mean- 
ing of our Firmaun, beyond what is 
confiftent with the Englifh reputation in 
the country, and with a good under- 
ftanding with the Nabob; and this with- 
out any benefit to the Company. Fur- 
ther, that he does not at prefent recol- 
lect any thing to be added to the articles, 
whichis material totheCompany’sfervice. 

Mr. HasrtinGs’s opinion being like- 
wife required on the articles, he deliver- 
ed it in writing as follows. 

Mr. Haftings’s Minute. 

I DECLARE my diffent from the trea- 
ty propofed to Meer Jaffier, and think, 
that if his reftoration to his juft rights 
be the point aimed’ at in it, there is a 
mani- 
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mamifeit injuftice and inconfiftency, in 
exacting his compliance with new terms: 
not mentioned in the original agreement 
with him ; notwithftanding, as my opi- 
nion: upon the feveral articles now before 
the Board is reqnired, I fhall freely give 
it, but as a neutral member only, for 
the good of the Company, whofe in- 
terefts may be effentially affected by them. 

First, I agree materially with the 
firft article, but think, that the lands 
fhould be fully made over to the Com- 
pany by treaty, and not by jagheeree 
funnuds; the firft conveying a certain 
property, and the lattcr leaving them 
{till dependent. 

SeconpxLy, I difapprove of the fe- 
cond article for the reafons given by the 
Prefident. 

TuirpDiy, I think the monopoly of 
the Poornea falt-petre, an acquifition ve- 
ry trifling for the Company, and likely 
to, diftrefs the Nabob greatly, by depri- 
ving him entirely of one of the principal 
necefiaries of life. 

FourTuHuy and Fifthly, To make the 

LZ 4. “Nibub 
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Nabeb an ufeful ally, and oot:a meer 
inftrument in the hands of the Campany; 
far the exercife of their own power, it is 
my opinion, that a larger body of horfe 
might be maintained by him, than ‘the 
number to which it is propofed to linrit 
him, tho’ that may ferve when he is at 
peace, and in no apprehenfion from an 
enemy; but that the foot (an ufelefs and 
expenfive rabble) be entirely excluded 
from his army, and only a few kept up 
to be employed in the collection of his 
revenucs, where only they can be of 
dervice, 

For the real purpofes.of war, be can 
necd no other infantry than ours; and 
his own army, confifting only of horfe, 
and wunincumbered by the diforderly 
crowd of Peons and Burgundaffes, with 
their baggage and train following them, 
will be more under the command of their 
Jeader, and may act with greater advan- 
tape in conjunction with our forces. 

, SIKTHLY, Tha’ I oppofed the demand 
made on the prefent Nabob, to.reverfe 
tie Hecree pafied by him for a free trade, 


aS 
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as an encroachment on his rights, anda 
breach of our own treaty; yet, I think 
it may with propriety be made an arti-~ 
cle in the new treaty, tho’ the ftrict ex- 
ecution of fuch an order, muit of necef- 
fity be left to the Nabob’s own pleafure. 

SEVENTHLY, I judge the Nabob’s or- 
der infufficient to enforce the currency 
of the Calcutta ficcas ; but it may with 
propriety be infifted on, as it may ferve 
as a juft pretence for regulating the coin 
of the country in general, when ever the 
Board may have leifure, in conjunction 
with the Nabob, to refume the fubject ; 
and upon this, my opinion in few words 
is, that the only effectual regulation to 
anfwer equally the purpofes of commerce 
and the revenues, would be to ftrike off 
the batta entirely, on all rupees of the 
Bengal ftandard, and abolifh the perni- 
cious cuftom of lowering the value. of 
rupees every year. 

Tue other articles appear to me very: 
proper, nor do any other occur to me, 
that ought to be added to them. - 

- THE 
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Tite gentlemen now withdrawing 
from the Baard ta wait on the Nabob ; 
AGREED, that we adjourn till the 
evening.” 
<< At a Confultation of the Evening af 
July 6, 176%. 
PRBSENT 
TheHon. Hen. Vanf&ttart, Efq; Prefident. 
"Fhomas Adams, E{q; 
John Carnac, Efq; 
William Billers, Efg; 
John Cartier, Efgs 
Warren Haftings, Eta; 
Randolph Marriott, Efq; 
Hugh Watts, Efq, 

Tue gentlemen, who waited as depu- 
ties on the Nabob, report to the Baard, 
that they made known to him the refo- 
lution of Council in his favor, and endea- 
vored to give him a general knowledge of 
the articles which it is thought requifite 
he fhould agree to, as alfo of the other 
cireumftances which were recammend- 
ed by the Board. To the whole, he in 
general terms replied, that he aflented to 
refume the government; but that before 


he would determine on particulars, or 
enter 
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enter upon bufinefs, he defired to have 
delivered to him a copy of the articles in. 
the Perfian language, and that we would 
comply with the two following requefts. 
Firft, To fecure the perfon of Coja Pe- 
trus, and have him taken up with the 
army, as he may be made the means of 
carrying on a correfpondence with his 
brother. Secondly, To permit him to 
take into his fervice Nundcoomar, as his 
muttafeddee, toaffift him in commencing 
and carrying on the bufinefs. 

Ir being neceffary therefore, that the 
Board fhould determine immediately on 
thefe requefts, for the benefit of forward- 
ing the bufinefs with the Nabob, their 
opinions, with regard to Nundcoomar, 
were firft collected as follows. 

The Prefident’s Opinion. 

WitTu refpect to the appointment of 
Wundcoomar for the Nabob’s muttafed- 
dee, the Prefident defires his opinion may 
be minuted, that from the knowledge he 
has had of Nundcoomar fince he came to 
Bengal, he thinks him a dangerous man, 
and not fit to be trufted; but that he 

does 
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oes not think it is in his power ta dif- 
lent from, the Nabob’s taking whom he 
pleafes, or indeed, that it is neceflary, as 
he will * not be a party in the treaty. 

_ Mr. Watts’s Opinion. 

"Mr. Warts has no objections to the 
Nabob’s appointing Nundcoomar to be 
his muttafeddee. 

Mr. Marriott’s Opinion. 

Mr. Marriott is of opinion with 
the Prefident, that Nundcoomar is not 
aman ft to be trufted, but that if the 
Nabob infifts upon it, he muft be allowed 
to appoint him. That he looks ppon 
Roydoolnb, in many refpects, as a more 
proper perfon, if thro’ the perfuafion of 
the gentlemen in the deputation, the 

a ob could’ be prevailed upon to ap- 
point him. 

Mr. Haftings’ s Opinion. 
Ps igs HastTincs is of the fame opi- 
on ‘with the Prefident, in, regard to 
a : Nund- 
i@ %% Ss t0 be obferved! that this déclaration was 
maids the! 6th ‘of Jelyi My refolation: to fign the 
— ati Dicer Jaffer, wns riot till tha Sth, 


‘jf the courfe of this narrative, it 1s firft men- 
mit page 333. 
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Nendcoomee’ s character, but —_— it 
to the other gentlemen to’ take what 
rmeafures they pleafe, for the fecurity of 
the future eftablifhment. 
Mr. Cartier's Opinion. 

Mr. CARTIER is of Mr. Watt’s o- 

pinion. 
Mr. Billers’s Opinion. 

Mr. Birxers is of Mr. Marriott's 

opinion. 
Major Carnac’s Opinion. _ 

Mayor Carnac is of opinion, that 
Roydoolub would be a more proper per> 
fon, as having more influence in the 
country; and therefore thinks the gen-~ 
tlemen in the deputation fhould men- 
tion him to the Nabob; but as he a 
prehends he (the Nabob) will ftill wi ft 
upon appointing Nundcoomar, that he 
cannot be refufed him. 


Major Adams’s Opinion. _— 
Mayor Apams has-no knowledge. 
himfelf of the intrigues of Nundcoomar, 
but from his general character, given 
him by gentlemen who know. hine better,: 
he en ” Nabob would rg OF 
swe toe IZ Te GL kG ah» 8g = 
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with him, #t would be more preper ; 

yet, if the neceflity of the times may 

make his fervices requifite to the Nabob, 

and he infifts on appointing him, he 

thinks that we cannot refufe. 

Sum of the Opinions ard Refolutrons in 
Confequence. 

Ir being thus refolved, that if the 
Nabob fhould be {till defirous of ap- 
pointing Nundcoomar his muttafeddee, 
it fhall be admitted him. 

AGREED, that Nundccomar be in 
fuch cafe releafed from his confinement*. 

Neat, in refpect to the Nabob’s re- 
queft, regarding Petrus. 

The Prefident’s Openion. 

Tus Prefident is of opinion it may be 
complied with, fo far as to fend him up 
with the army, but that he fhould be 
under no reftraint ; becaufe he thinks the 
appearance of Petrus’s being employed 
by us, would be a means of fowing a 
jealoufy between the Nabobd and Petrus's 

brother ; 

* He was in confinement, for having forwarded 


a corrfpondence bttween the Shahzada and the 
Governor of Pondicherry during the French war. 
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brother ; and, on the contrary, appre- 
hends that confinement, or any other fe- 
verity exercrfed towards Petrus, from 
being reported ‘to the Nabob with exag- 
gerations, as is always the cafe, might 
be the caufe of a worfe treatment to our 
gentlemen, whoare inthe Nabob’s hands. 
He thinks further, that Petrus, before 
he goes, fhould take the oath of allegi- 
ance to the King of Great Britain, and 
an oath of fidelity to the Company, in 
order to fubject him more regularly to 
our laws, in cafe of his failing in his du- 
ty. That we fhall have in our hands all 
the fecurity, which it isin a man’s pow~ 
er to give; namely, his wife and fami- 
ly, and houfes and effects, to a great a- 
mount; and if he fhould refolve to for- 
feit all thefe, and perjure himfelf, leav- 
ing the army, and going over to the Na- 
‘bob, the Prefident Jaftly thinks, that 
it 1s not in his power to do us any pre- 
judice ; and therefore that by this inethod 
of treating him good may come, but 

no harm. 
MressrtEuRS Watts, Marriott, Haf- 
tings, 
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ings, Cartier and Billers, are of the fame 
opinion. 
Major Carnac’s Opinion. 

Mayor CARNAC is very indifferent 
whether Petrus go with the army, or 
remain in Calcutta; but thinks in either 
cafe, as he is of fo near a relation, as 
that of a brother to the perfon, who has 
the chief direction of the Nabob’s af- 
fairs, and therefore juftly to be fufpect- 
ed of being a well-wifher to him, his per- 
fon ought to be fecured, to prevent his 
giving any intelligence of our prepara- 
tions ; and, moreover, the major believes 
his detention may be ameans of engaging 
Coja Gregory to ufe his influence with 
his mafter, for the prefervation of our 
gentlemen now in his power, for fear 
we fhould retaliate upon his brother. He 
does not think any fecurity can be given 
by Petrus, fufficient to juftify us in giv- 
ing him his liberty. As to his family, 
tho’ left with us, he is convinced we will 
not hurt them; and with regard to what-~ 
ever effects he may have at Calcutta, the 
Nabob can more than compenfate him 
cor the lofs of them. Mayor 
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Major Adams’s Opinion. 

Mayor Apams thinks Petrus fhould 
<o with the army, but that he fhould 
be put under proper reftraint. 

Refelution of the Board. 

Ir is therefore refolved, that Coja 
Petrus fhall be fent with the army, and 
that he fhall be under no reftraint; but 
that major Adams be directed to keep 
fuch an eye over his actions, and make 
fuch ufe of him, as he fhall judge necef- 
fary for the good of the fervice.” 


THE arguments produced in thecourfe 
of. this debate, will thew how far the 
public fervice was concerned in Nund- 
coomar’s advancement, and Petrus’s dift 
grace. To me the propofal evidently 
appeared, as it probably will to the 
world, only as the firft difplay of the tri- 
umph of an unrelenting faction. I have 
already taken notice, in the courfe of 
this narrative, of the prejudices which 
were raifed againft Coja Petrus, and his 
brother Goorgheen Cawn, from the fa- 
vors fhewn by the Nabob to the latter, 

Vou. UI, Aa wha 
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who was in his fervice, and derived from 
him to Coja Petrus. 

MANy attempts had been made to 
render Petrus obnoxious to our govern- 
ment ; and he had probably fuffered the 
greateft difgraces, if not worfe confe- 
quences, had [I not protected him, know- 
ing the afperfions thrown upon him to 
be utterly groundlefs, and the paffionate 
invectives again{ft Armenian infolence and 
authority, meer artifices to keep alive 
the flame of party. Tho’ I was perfuad- 
ed, in my own mind, that it was the 
fame {pirit which dictated to the Nabob 
Meer Jather the propofal, yet as it was 
urged with the pretence of promoting 
the public fervice, I confented to it, with 
the exception to his being kept a prifo- 
ner, and the majority of the members 
came into the fame opinion. 

As to Nundcoomar, he had hitherto 
made himfelf remarkable for nothing but 
a feditious and treacherous difpofition, 
which had led him to perpetrate the 
moft atrocious acts againft our govern- 
ment, having been detected and convic- 

ted 
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ted by-the voice of the whole Board,: in 
encouraging and affifting our enemies in 
their defigns againft Bengal ; taking the 
Opportunity ef the indulgence granted 
him, of living in Calcutta, under the 
Company’s protection, to make himfelf 
the channel for carrying on a correfpon~ 
dence between the Governor of Pondi- 
cherry, and the Shahzada then at war 
with us. During the fubahfhip of Jaffer 
Allee Cawn, he had diftinguifhed him-~ 
felf by fomenting quarrels between him 
and the Prefidency. Aftcr the promo- 
tion of Coflim Allee Cawn, he became 
as active, but with greater fuccefs, in in- 
venting plots, and raifing jealoufies againi{t 
him. This gave him an afcendency over 
fome of the members of the Board, and 
made him a party object; by which, and 
an unparallelled perfeverance, he was 
enabled to fet the whole community in 
aflame. Such was the man whom the 
Wabob chofe for the adminiftration of 
his affairs, and whofe exaltation to this 
rank, he made a condition of his accep- 
tance of the fubahfhip. 

Aaz2 THE 
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THE articles of the treaty having been 
fent to the Nabob, were returned with 
the following alterations, which were a- 
greed to by the Board, for the reafons an- 
nexed. 


The Nabob’s Odjeétions to the Articles. 

‘© In article 2d, he objects to the 
words, ‘* that the three provinces fhall 
<‘ be invefted in the Company for ever,” 
alledging, that in fact it is not material 
to the Company; as any future Nabob, 
who was inclined and able to difpute the 
Company’s pofleffions, might infiit it was 
a ceffion w hich he had no right to make; 
and that the fame might be objected to 
his prejudice by the King, if he comes 
to be eftablifhed at Delly ; and therefore 
defires the article may run as formerly, 
for defray ing the expences of the Englith 
arniy. 

In article 4th, he defires he may 
have half the produce of the Poorncca 
falt-petre, for the ufe of his own Sircar. 

In article 6th, he increafes the num- 
ber of his forces to 12,000 horfe, and 
12,c00 foot, on account of the addition 


of 
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Of territory, by the reduction of Boud- 
gepoor and Betteea countries ; and adds, 
that in cafe of troubles, he may take 
more into his fervice, with the confent 
of the Governor and Council. 

Iw article 7th, he refufes to flipulate, 
that a body of Englifth troops fhould al- 
Ways attend him, allcdging, that it im- 
plied a fufpicion of his friendfhip, and 
good intentions towards us, would be 
extremely prejudicial to his, as well as 
our bufinefs; and therefore infifted, that 
it fhould ftand, that fuch a number of 
troops as he, at any time fhould defire, 
fhould be fent to attend him.” 

T'ur fame, with his reafons affigned, 
were maturely confidered and debated on. 


Refolution of the Board. 

«<< Tue Board are unanimoufly of opi- 
nion, that they fhould be agreed to, be- 
caute they think the three firft altera- 
tions which the Nabob has made, for the 
reafons given, are very juft ; and that the 
other being an alteration which he pofi- 
tively refufed to reverfe, it is thought 
better not to infift upon it, for fear of 
giving him diftruft; efpecially, as the 

Aa 3 prefent 
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ptefent fituation of affairs (which ren- 
ders the Nabob’s prefence at the city, as 
foon as poffible, abfolutely neceffary) 
will not admit of time being wafted in 
difcuffing them further. 

On the 11th, the treaty was conclu- 
ded, and interchanged with the Nabob 
Jafher Allee Cawn, who, at the fame 
time, prefented a paper of demands, to be 
engaged toon the part of the Company, 
and it was fubfcribed to accordingly. 
The following are copies of both.” 


Articles of a Treaty and Agreement, con~ 
cluded between the Governor and Coun- 
cil of Fort William, on the Part of 
the Englith Eaft India Company; and 
t4e Nabob Shujaa-ool-moolk Hiffam o 
Dowla Mcer Mahomed Jaffer Cawn 
Behader Mohabut Jung. 


On the Part of the Company. 
ae W E engage to reinftate the Nabob 
Meer Mahomed Jaffier Cawn 
Behader, in the Subahdarree of the pro- 
vinces of Bengal, Bahar and Orifia, by 
the depofal of Meer Mahomed Coffim 


Cawn ; 
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Cawn ; and the effects, treafure, jewels, 
&c. belonging to Meer Mahomed Cof- 
fim Cawn, which fhall fall into our 
hands, fhall-be delivered up to the Na- 
bob afore-named. 

On the Part of the Nabobd. 

First, The treaty which I formerly 
concluded with the Company, upon my 
acceffion to the Nizamut, engaging to 
regard the honor and reputation of the 
Company, their Governor and Council as 
my own,granting perwannahs forthe cur- 
rency of the Company’s trade, the fame 
treaty I now confirm and ratify. 

SECONDLY, I do grant and confirm 
to the Company, for defraying the ex- 
pences of their troops, the chucklas of 
Burdwan, Midnapoor and Chittagong, 
which were before ceded for the fame 
purpofe. 

Tuirpty, I do ratify and confirm to 
the Englifh, the privilege granted them 
by their firmaun, and feveral hufbul- 
hookums, of carrying on their trade by 
means of their own duftucks, free from 
all duties, taxes and impofitions, in all 

Aa 4 parts 
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parts of the country, excepting the ar~ 
ticle of falt, on which a duty of two and 
a half per cent. is to be levied on the 
Rowana or Hoogly market price. 

FourTuHLy, I give to the Company 
half the falt-petre, which is produced 
in the country of Poorneea, which their 
gomaftahs fhall fend to Calcutta; the 
other half fhall be collected by my fou- 
gedar, for the ufe of my offices; and I 
will fuffer no other perfon to make pur- 
chafes of this article in that country. 

Firrury, In the chucla of Silhet for 
the {pace of five years, commencing with 
the Bengal year 1170, my fougedar, and 
the Company’s gomaftah, fhall jointly 
prepare Chunam, of which each fhall 
defray half the expences; and half the 
Chunam fo made, fhall be given to the 
Company, and the other half fhall be for 
my ufe. 

Six rHLy, I will maintain twelve 
thoufand horfe, and twelve thoufand foot 
in the three provinces; and if there 
fhould be occafion for more, the num- 
ber fhall be increafed proportionably to 
: the 
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the emergency. Befides thefe, the force 
of the Englifh Company fhall always at- 
tend me when they are wanted. 

SEVENTHLY, Wherever I fhall fix my 
court, either at Moorfhedabad or elfe- 
where, I will advife the Governor and 
Council ; and whatever number of Eng- 
lith forces I may have occafion for, in the 
management of my affairs, I will de- 
mand them, and they fhall be allowed 
me; and an Englifh gentleman fhall re- 
fide with me, to tranfact all affairs be- 
tween me and the Company; and a per- 
fon fhall alfo refide on my part at Cal- 
cutta, to negotiate with the Governor 
and Council. 

E1GHTHLY, The late perwannah iffued 
by Coffim Allee Cawn, granting to all 
merchants the exemption of all duties, for 
the {pace of two years, thall be reverfed 
- and called in, and the duties collected as 
before. 

NInTHLY, I will caufe the rupees, 
coined in Calcutta, to pafs in every ref- 
pect equal to the ficcasof Moorfhedabad, 
without any deduction of batta; and 

whotoever 
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whofoever fhall demand batta fhall be 
punifhed. 

TENTHLY, I will give thirty lacks of 
rupees to defray all the expences and Jofs 
accruing to the Company, from the war 
and ftoppage of their inveftment ; and I 
will reimburfe to all private perfons the 
amount of fuch loffes, proved before the 
Governor and Council, as they may fuf- 
tain in their trade in the country; if I 
fhould not be able to difcharge this in 
ready money, I will give affignments of 
land for the amount. 

ELEVENTHLY, I will confirm and re- 
new the treaty which I formerly made 
with the Dutch. 

TweELFTHLy, If the Frenchcome into 
the country, I will not allow them to 
erect any fortifications, maintain forces, 
or hold lands, zemindarrees, &c. but they 
fhall pay tribute, and carry on their 
trade as in former times. 

THIRTEENTHLY, Some regulations 
{hall be hereafter fettled between us, for 
deciding all difputes which may arife 


between i Englifh agents and gomaf- 
tahs 
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tahs in the different parts of the country, 
and my officets. 

In teftimony whereof, we the faid 
Governorand Council have fet our hands, 
and afhixed the feal of the Company to 
one part hereof; and the Nabob afore- 
named, hath fet his hand and feal to a- 
nother part hereof; which were mutu- 
ally done, and interchanged at Fort Wil- 
liam, the roth day of July, 1764. 

(Signed) Henry Vanfittart, 
John Carnac, 
William Billers, 
John Cartier, 
Warren Haftings, 
Randolph Marriott, 
Hugh Watts.” 


Demands made on the Part of the Nabob 
Meer Mahomed Jafhier Cawn, fo the 
_. Governor and Council, at the Time of 
figning the Treaty. 
= | Perinat I formerly acquainted the 
Company with the particulars of 
my own affairs, and received from them 
repeated letters of encouragement with 
prefents. 
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prefents. I now make this requeft, that 
you will write in a proper manner to the 
Company, and alfo to the King of Eng- 
land, the particulars of our friendfhipand 
union ; and procure for me writings of 
encouragement, that mymind may be af- 
fured from that quarter, that no breach 
may ever happen between me and the 
Englifh; and that every Governor and 
Counfellor, and Chief, who are here, 
or may hereafter come, may be well dif- 
pofed and attached to me. 

SECONDLY, Since all the Englifh gen- 
tlemen, affured of my friendly difpofi- 
tion to the Company, confirm me in the 
Nizamut; I requeft, that to whatever I 
may at any time write, they will give 
their credit and affent, nor regard the 
atories of defigning men to my prejudice, 
that all my affairs may go on with fuc- 
cefs, and no occafion may arife for jea- 
loufy or ill-will between us. 

Tuirpiy, Let noprotection be given, 
by any of the Englifh gentlemen, to any 
of my dependents, who may fly for thel- 
ter to Calcutta, or other of your diftricts; 

but 
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but let them be delivered up to me on 
demand. I fhall ftrictly enjoin all my 
fougedars and aumils on all accounts, to 
afford affiftance and countenance to fuch 
of the gomaftahs of the Company, as at- 
tend to the lawful trade of their facto- 
ries; and if any of the faid gomaftahs 
fhall act otherwife, let them be checked 
in fuch a manner, as may be an example 
to others. 

FouRTHLY, From the neighborhood 
of Calcutta to Hoogly, and many of the 
perganahs bordering upon each other, 
it happens, that on complaints being 
made, people go againft the taalookdars, 
reiats, and tenants of my towns, to the 
prejudice of the bufineifs of the Sircar; 
wherefore, let {tri€t orders be given, that 
no peons be fent from Calcutta on the 
complaint ofany one, upon my taalook- 
‘dars or tenants; but on fuch occafions, 
let application be made tome, or the Naib 
of the fougedarree of Hoogly, that the 
country may be fubject to no lofs or de- 
vaftation. And if any of the merchants 
and traders which belonged to the bux- 

bunder 
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bunder and azimgunge, and have fettled 
in Calcutta, fhould be defirous of re- 
turning to Hoogly, and carrying on their 
bufinefs there as formerly, let no one 
moleft them. Chandernagore, and the 
French factory, was prefended to me by 
colonel Clive, and given by me in charge 
to Ameer Beg Cawn. For this reafon, 
Jet {trict orders be given, that no Englifh 
gentlemen exercife any authority therein, 
but that it remain as formerly, under the 
jurifdiction of my people. 

Firruty, Whenever I may demand 
any forces from the Governor and Coun- 
cil for my afiiftance, let them be imme- 
diately fent to me, and no demand made 
on me for their expences. 

Tur demands of the Nabob Shujaa- 
ool Moolk Hiflam, o Dowla Meer 
Mahomed Jafher Cawn Behader 
Mohabut Jung, written in five arti- : 
cles. We the Prefident and Coun- 
cil of the Englifh Company do a- 
gree, and fet our hands to, in Fort 
William, the roth of July, 1763.” 

* Signed, &c. 


lIavinc 
* Majors Adams and Carnac abie ut. 
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Havinec related all the materia] tran 
actions with Meer Cofflim, from his ad- 
vancement to the fubahfhip, till the pe- 
riod in which he was no longer regard-~ 
ed by us as the governor of thefe pro- 
vinces, I fhall refer the reader to the 
accounts already publifhed of the opera- 
tions of the war, which are foreign to 
the purpofe of this work. It will fuf- 
fice here to fay, that by the fwperior cou- 
rage and difcipline of our troops, and 
the admirable conduct and activity of 
major Adams their commander, the war 
was brought to a conclufion, by the ex- 
pulfion of Meer Cofiim beyond the Ca- 
ramnafia, in about five months from its 
commencement, with little lofs, befides 
that of the unhappy prifoners who fell 
into Meer Coffim’s hands at the begin- 
ning of the troubles, and were put to 
death at Patna by his orders, on the 
sth of October. With fome particulars 
of that dreadful cataftrophe, I fhall con- 
clude this narrative. 

Tue firft intimation of fuch a defign, 
we received in a letter from Meer Coffim 
to@.major Adams, a few days after the at- 

tack 
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tack of the entrenchments at Oodwa 
Nullah ; the following is an exact tranf- 
Jation of it. 


Tranflation of a Letter from Cofiim Allee 
Cawn to Major Adams. Dated Sep- 
tember 9, 1763. 

- HAT for thefe three months 

you have been laying wafte the 

King’s country with your forces, what 

authority have you? If you are in pof- 

feffion of any royal Sunnud for my dif- 
miffion, you ought to fend me either the 
original, or a copy of it, that having 

{een it, and fhewn it to my army, I may 

quit this country, and repair to the pre- 

fence of his Majefty.  Altho’ I have in 
no re{pect intended any breach of pub- 
lic faith, yet Mr. Ellis, 1cgarding not 
treaties or engagements, in violation of 
public faith, proceeded again{t me with 
treachery and night-affaults. All my 
people then believed that no peace or 
terms now remained with the Engliths 
and that, wherever they could be found, 
it was their duty to kill them. With 

this 
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this opinion it was, that the aumils of 
Moorfhedabad killed Mr. Amyatt, but 
it was by no means agreeable to me, that 
that gentleman fhould be killed. On 
this account I write ; if you are refolved 
on your own authority to proceed in this 
bufinefs, know for a certainty, that I 
will cut off the heads of Mr. Ellis and 
the reft of your chiefs, and fend them 
fo you. 

- ExutT not upon the fuccefs which 
you have gained merely by treachery 
and night-affaults, in two or three places, 
over a few jemmatdars fent byme. By 
the will of God, you fhall fee in what 
manner this fhall be revenged and re- 
taliated.” 


Tue threats contained in this letter, 
did not give me any great apprehenfion 
at the time, as it was a natural and ob- 
vious policy: in the Nabob, to make ufe 
of the advantage which he had in his 
hands, to intimidate us to a compliance 
with his terms; and to execute thofe 
threats, would be to deprive himfelt of 

Vot. Il. Bb that 
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that advantage, without any equivalent 
gained for it. As Meer Coffim had ne- 
ver fhewn any marks of a cruel difpofi- 
tion, there could be no fufficient reafon 
to fufpect him of a defign, to make a 
wanton facrifice of fo many lives to his 
revenge, much lefs to involve thofe in 
the fame fate, who could in no refpec&t 
be regarded by him as objects of his re- 
{entment. 

Ir was, however, in his power to ex- 
ecute the worft of what he threatened ; 
and the moft proper argument to di- 
vert hun from {uch a refolution, I judged, 
was to {et before his eyes the horror, as 
well as inutility of the act, and the guilt 
and infamy which would attend it. This 
I did in the following letter, which I 
wrote to him upon this occafion, with 
the advice and confent of the Council. 


Ccpy 
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Copy of a Letter from the Goveruer to 
Cofim Allee Cawn. Dated Septem- 
ber 17, 1763. 


‘© J Have received from major Adams 

the copy of your Iectter to him, 
dated the laft of Seffer. Mr. Amyatt and 
Mr. Hay were fent to you as ambaffladors, 
a title facred among all nations; yet, in 
violation of that title, you caufed Mr. 
Amyatt to be attacked and killed on his 
return, after having given him your pafi- 
ports; and Mr. Hay you unjuftly kept asa 
prifoner with you. You furrounded and 
attacked our factory at Coffimbuzar, and 
carried away our gentlemen from thence 
prifoners, in a moft difgraceful manner 
to Mongheer, altho’ they had no con- 
cern in the war, nor refifted your people. 
In like manner, in al] other parts you at- 
tackedthe Englifhagents who were carry- 
ingontheirtrade quictly; fomeyou killed, 
and fome were carried away prifoncrs, 
and their effects were every where plun- 
dered. After thefe proceedings, do you 
afk for what reafon major Adams was 
fent with an army? You know the laws 


Bb 2 of 
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af God and mans as you had declared 
you would turn the Englith out of the 
country, and had proceeded as far as you 
could towards it, it became rreceflary for 
us to take meafures for our own defence, 
and for the care of our own reputation. 
Thanks be to God, that fuccefs has at- 
tended our army thus far, and they will 
continuc their march in the fame manner 
as far as the Caramnaffa, that the coun- 
try may be freed from difturbances, and 
the inhabitants relieved from the horrors 
of war; and altho’ we are fhocked, as 
mut all people of all religions and all 
nations, at the revenge which you threat- 
en to take upon the lives of our chiefs, 
who have been unfortunately and unjuft- 
ly taken prifoners by you; yet, the ho- 
nor of our‘nation, and the intereits of 
the Company, will not be facrificed to 
this confideration, nor the operations 
of our army ftopped. To put priféners 
of war to death, is an act which will ap- 
pear fhocking and unlawful, not only to 
Chriftians and Muffulmen, but to the 
moft barbarous Pagans ; fuch fentiments 

are 
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are no where to be met with, but among 
the beafts of the foreft. After the battle 
of Oodwa Nulla, aboveathoufandof your 
officers and men were prifoners in the 
hands of Major Adams, who releafed 
them without hurt or injury. Reflec& 
on this, and on your own character, both 
in this world and the next; and remem- 
ber alfo, that if you had followed my 
advice, this war would not have hap- 
pened.” 


In the mean time, major Adams judg- 
ing the moft effectual method would be 
to act upon the Nabob’s fears, had al- 
ready returned an an{wer to his letter, in 
the following terms. 


Copy of a Letter from Major Adams to 
Coffim Allee Cawn. 


ce J RECEIVED your letter, and under: 
ftand the contents. The Englith 
having always had in view the articles of 
the treaty, endeavored by pacific mea- 
{ures to reconcile all differences with you, 
till the perfidious maffacre of Mr. Amy- 
Bb 3 att 
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att compelled them, contrary to their 
inclinations, to declare war againft 
you. You fay, it was not your intention 
to murder Mr. Amyatt, why then did 
you not punifh the aggreffors with the 
utmoft feverity ? There are three months 
elapfcd and ncthing done. We have 
now, by the affiftance of Providence, 
brought your affairs to a very low ebb. 
It is true, you have Mr. Ellis, and many 
other gentlemen in your power ; if a hair 
of their heads is hurt, you can have no 
title to mercy from the Englith, and you 
may depend upon the utmoft fury of 
their refentment, and that they will pur- 
fue you to the utmoit extremity of the 
earth ; and fhould we unfortunatcly not 
lay hold of you, the vengeance of the 
Almighty cannot fail overtaking you, if 
you perpetrate fo horrid an act, as the 
murderof the gentlemenin yourcuftedy.”’ 


But both threats and expoftulations 
proved ineffectual ; and our unhappy 
countrymen, to the number of about fif- 
ty Company’s fervants, civil and milita- 


_ ty, 


Tranfattions 2m BENGAL. 275 


ry, and other gentlemen, and a hundred 
private men, were facrificed to a bound- 
lefs revenge. 

Mr, FuLtLartTon, the furgeon of the 
Patna factory, the only perfon who efca- 
ped the wretched fate of the reft, faw 
Meer Cotiim immediately after the exe- 
cution of this horrid tragedy ; and it is 
from him only, we can have a certain 
account of the ftate of mind he was in 
at the time, a ftate little different from 
madnefs, fince he could have a thought 
of treating with us, after having wan- 
tonly fhed the blood of fo many of our 
countrymen ; this will be feen in the fol- 
lowing extract of a letter which Mr. Ful- 
larton wrote tothe Board on the fubject. 


Extraé& from Mr. Fullarton’s Letter to 
the Board. 

ce R. Ellis, with the reft of the 
gentlemen, were inhumanly 
butchered by Shimroo *, who came that 
evening to the place with two companies 
(he had the day before fent for all the 
Bb 4 knives 


* Sombre or Sumroo, a Frenchman in Meer 
Coflim’s fervice. ~ 
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knives and forks from the gentlemen) he 
furrounded the houfe with his people, 
and went into a little outer fquare, and 
fent for Meff. Ellis, Hay and Lufhing- 
ton, and with them came fix other gen- 
tlemen, who were all terribly mangled, 
and cut to pieces, and their bodies thrown 
into a well in the fquare, and it filled 
up; then the feepoys were fent into the 
large {quare, and fired on the gentlemen 
there, and rufhing upon them, cut them 
into pieces, in the moft inhuman man- 
ner, and they were thrown into another 
large well, which was likewife filled up. 

Tur 7th, the Nabob fent for me, 
and told me to get myfelf in readinefs to 
go to Calcutta, for that though he had 
been unlucky in the war (which he af- 
ierted with great warmth, had not been 
of his feeking, nor had he been the ag- 
greffor, reproaching the Englifh with 
want of fidelity, and breach of treaty) 
yet he faid, he had {till hopes of ‘an ac- 
commodation;heafked me what I thought 
of it, I told him, I made no doubt of 
it. When fome of his people, who were 

p prefent, 
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prefent, mentioned the affair of Mr. 
Amyatt’s death ; he declared, that he had 
never given any orders for killing Mr. 
Amyatt; but after receiving advice of 
Mr. Ellis’s having attacked Patna, he 
had ordered all his fervants to take and 
imprifon all the Englifh in the provinces, 
wherever they could find them ; he like- 
wife added, that if a treaty was not fet 
a foot, he would bring the King, the 
Morattas, and Abdallas againft us, and 
fo ruin ourtrade, &c. He had finifhed 
his letters, and ordered boats, anda 
guard to conduct me; when, upon the 
advice of fome of his people, he ftopped 
me, and faid, there was no occafion for 
me to go. After his fending for me at 
firft, he ordered the feepoys, in whofe 
charge I was, to go to their quarters, two 
moguls, and twelve hircarras to attend 
‘me, but to let me go about the city where 
I pleafed. I then applied for liberty to 
ftay at the Dutch factory, which was 
granted. I applied to Mehdee Allee 
Cawn, for his intereft in behalf of the 
gentlemen in the Chelfton, who were 

{even 
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feven in number, and were not killed till 
the 11th of October; but when he was pe- 
titioned about them, he gave no anf{wer ; 
but fill fent orders to Shimroo, to cut 
them off. I likewife applied to Allee 
Ibrahim Cawn, whointerceded for them ; 
but he gave him no anfwer either, tho’ 
I was prefent when Ibrahim Cawn peti- 
tioned for them. 

Tue 14th of O&ober, on the approach 
of our army, Cofiim Allee decamped 
with his troops in great confufion, and 
marched as faras Fulwarree, five cofs to 
the weftward of the city. The hircarras 
that were with me having no orders a- 
bout me, I gave them fome money, which 
made them pretty eafy. 

THE 25th, after giving money toa jem- 
matdar, that had the guard to the weft- 
ward of the Dutch factory, by the river- 
fide, I fet out in a {mall pulwar, and got 
fafe to the boats, under command of cap- 
tain Wedderburn, that were lying op- 
pofite to the city, on the other fide of 
the river, and at 11 o’clock that night 

arrived 
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arrived at the army, under the command. 
of major Adams, lying at Jonfy.” 


A,P PEN DI X. 


General Obfervations upon the prece- 
ding Events, with fome later Occur- 
rences. 


Remarks upon Meer Coffim’s Admini/- 
tration; his Behavior in the Courfe of 
the Difputes with the Council, and after 
the War broke out .—~—-Obfervations on 
the Death of Mr. Amyatt.—The Ne- 
ceffity and Propriety of the Affault of 
Patna examined.—Reviewof Meer Cof- 
fim’s Charaéter and Conduét at different 
Periods.—Proofs of the Intrigues car- 
ricd on againfté Meer Coflim, at ¢he 
Courts of the King, and Shuja Dowla, 

- by Mr, Ellis, and Major Carnac. 
Explanation of Mr. Vanfittart’s Con- 
duct to the Nabob, and to the Party 
which oppofed bim.—Reflections upon the 
Nature of the inland Trade; the Com- 
plaints on that Subject, lately made by 

Meer 
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Meer Jafher; and the Reftrithions :a- 
greed on in Confequence.—Mr. Vanfit~ 
tart’s Reafons for prolonging his Stay in 
Bengal.—Conclufon. 


HE reproach which Meer Coffim 

has brought upon himfelf, by the 
cruelty exercifed on the unhappy prifo-~ 
ners at Patna, puts it in a manner 
out of my power to do juftice to the 
former part of his conduét, fince how 
ftrictly foever he may have adhered to his 
engagements with the Englith, this will 
always recur as an argument to vindicate 
every injury done him before this period; 
and the repeated violations of the treaty, 
on our part, whilft we were on terms of 
friendfhip with him. However, as my 
defign is not to become an advocate for 
Meer Coffim, but to juftify my own con- 
duct, in oppofition to that of the other 
members of the Council towards .him, 
in which no incidents fince paft could 
poffibly have ferved as a motive ; I fhall 
praceed: to.a fhort examination of : his 
behavior, and that of the party which 
oppofed 
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oppofed him, from his firft advancement 
to the fubahfhip, to the breaking out of 
the war; after which, I fhall add fome 
remarks upon my own, in the difficult 
part which I had to act between both. 

Since the Nabob Meer Jaffer could 
not bear an affiftant in his government, 
upon the footing propofed to him, but 
rather chofe to quit it, I thought it for- 
tunate that the next right fell upon a man 
fo well qualified as Meer Coffim was, for 
reftoring ceconomy and good order to 
the diftracted affairs of the country. In 
this light he was reprefented to me by 
ali the gentlemen of the Sele& Commit- 
tee, upon my arrival in Bengal ; “and his 
conduct from the beginning, till the war 
broke out between us, fully anfwered 
this character. 

Hic difcharged the Company’s debt, 
‘and the heavy arrears of his army; re- 
trenched the expences of his court, which 
had before confumed the income of his 
predecefiors 3 and fecured his own au- 
thority over the country, by reducing 

the 
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the power of the zemindars, who were 
before continual difturbers of the peace 
‘of the province. All this I faw with 
pleafure, well knowing, that the Iefs need 
he had of our afitftance, the lefs would 
be the Company’s expences; and the 
better able they would be to attend to 
the care of their own poffeffions, at the 
fame time that we might depend upon 
him, as a fureand ufeful ally againft any 
commonenemy. I was convinced, that 
whilft we did not encroach upon the 
Nabob’s rights, or difturb his govern- 
ment, he would never wifh to quarrel 
with us; and, in effect, fo cautious was 
he of giving occafion for difpute, that 
no one inftance can be produced of his 
fending a man into any of the lands ce- 
ded to us, or molefting us 1n a fingle arti- 
cle of our commerce, till the contention 
which he was drawn into by the ufurpa- 
tions of our gomaftahs, and eur new 
claims with refpect to our private trade ; 
and evento the breaking out of the war, 
during the height of cur difputes, the 
Company's bufinefs, in-every part, went 

on 
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on without the leaft interruption, ex- 
cepting oneor two aggravated complaints 
of Mr. Ellis’s concerning the falt-petre 
bufinefs. 

How different was the condypa& of 
the gentlemen, who had formed them- 
felves into a party againft him! From 
the time of his advancement to the fu- 
bahfbip, icarce a day pafied, but occa- 
fion was taken from the moft trifling pre- 
tences, to trample upon his government, 
to feize his officers, and to infult them 
with perfonal threats and invectives. I 
need not point out inftances of this, they 
will be feen in every page of this Narra- 
tive; and any one of them would have 
been, in the Nabob, pronounced a fuffi- 
c.ent reafon by thofe very gentlemen for 
declaring war againft him. It is not to be 
wondered at, if, irritated and tired out 
with thefe continual attacks, he fhould 
grow fufpicious of our friendfhip, which 
only manifefted itfelf in profeffions con- 
tradicted daily by our actions; or that 
his refentment fhould, upon fome occa-~ 
fjons, have urged him to retaliate the 

injuries 
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injuries which he received. Yet for a 
long time he fubmitted to all his grie- 
vances, contenting himfelf with remon- 
{trating againft them, in the hopes, that 
it woy]ld be in my power, fome time or 

other, to reftore him to his authority. 
Tue firft inftance of his ufing force to 
repel the violences that were offered him, 
was in the attack of the remainder of 
the party at Mow, which had juft be- 
fore feized and carried off one of his 
principal officers. Such an indignity 
offered before his eyes, and in the pre- 
fence of his whole army, was fufficient 
to provoke him to fome defperate act ; 
and an abfolute forbearance muft have 
rendered him contemptible to the laft 
degree, in the eyes of his own peo- 
ple. Yet after he had caufed the fee- 
poys and the gomaftahs to be brought 
before him, he even then gave a frefh 
inftance of his defire to preferve a friend- 
fhip with us, by difmiffing them with- 
out any further notice, than to reproach 
the gomaftah for having drawn this un- 
provoked infult upon him, altho’ his 
own 
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own officer was at this time clofe prifoner 
at Patna. 

THE great pains taken by Meer Cof- 
fim, in his letter to major Adams, and 
in the converfation which he had after- 
wards with Mr. Fullarton, to cle&r him- 
felf from the charge of Mr. Amyatt’s 
death, mut have ftruck the reader with 
the appearance of great inconfiftency ; 
in the firft, he threatens to put to death 
all the Englifh that were in his hands ; 
and at the time that he faw Mr. 
Fullarton, this threat had actually becn 
carried into execution but two days be- 
fore; yet with the confcioufnefs of hav. 
ing recently facrificed fo many lives, to 
a deliberate and undiftinguifhing revenge, 
he could appear unaffected with all that 
had paffed, excepting the death of a fin- 
gle perfon, which he labored to prove 
the effeét of the violence of his officers, 
who had exceeded his orders. This un- 
happy affair, even fuppofing him as cul- 
pable as he appeared to be at the time 
in which it was tranfacted, had many 
circumftances to extenuate the guilt of it, 
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when put in comparifoin ‘with the laft 
dreadful effect of his refentment. 

Tne fufpicion which he had from the 
firft etitertained of Mr. Amyétt’s depu- 
tation ,. the date of that peritlethan’s de- 
partursfrom Mongheet, compared with 
that of the attack of Patna; and the ne- 
tural conclufion which hecould not avoid 
drawing fromm it, that Mr. Amyatt had 
sdvifed it; might, in the fuddeh im- 
pulfe of his futy, have hurried him to 
revenge himlelf, ih this tarmer, on Mr. 
Amyatt, for atr ation which he put te 
the a¢count of a treachtry “on his pdt; 
defigned to be ptit in executian, as fodtt 
ai he fhould be out of the Nabobié 
teach. Whether this was the caf of 
wot, 38 plain, he looked upon the 
déath of Mr. Arrtyatt a9 the prine?- 
pal caufe, the proclainted metive of 
ent declaring war #eainft him, dnd- e- 
very thing that hed happeed afterwards, 
But ab 4 fit and matural confeeuence of 
thé war. Ina word, he thought it rived 
lef fo juttify himfelf updn amp OF the 
blood that was fpilt after the war was 

begun, 
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begun;.and ftudied only tq prove that 
he did nat begrn it. ; 

THAT, we were the firft aggreffors, 
by the affault of the city of Patna will 
nat be difputed. I will not take upon 
m¢ to pronounce how far Mf. Ellis, 
in taking this ill-fated ftep, or the 
Board in authorizing him to do it, were- 
to blame; of this every one will judge, 
from the light 1n which it may different- 
ly appear to him. My ownopinionis, that 
Mr. Ellis’s intention was, from the be-~ 
ginning, to break with the Nabob ; and 
that the difcretionary powers, which he 
fo earneftly follicited, and fo paffionate+ 
ly complained of being with-held, were 
wanted only as a fanction for executing 
what he had already refolved on: of 
this I repeatedly declared my apprehén+ 
fions; and, far that reafon, always re- 
.fufed to give my confent to any orders 
that put it m the power of Mr. Ellis to 
begin, the war, when he fhogld think 
proper ; and, in effe@, no fooner was he 
in. — ef fuch an guthority, than 

- 4 Cc z - ee 
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he immediately made the ufe of it which 
I bad dreaded. 

Ir will be argued by many, that the 
war with the Nabob was unavoidable ; 
and, therefore, that Mr. Ellis was in 
the right to ftrike the frft blow, if, by 
fo doing, he could fecure an advantage’; 
for my own part, I do not think we were 
at that time fo near to a rupture, but 
that it was our power to have avoided it, 
and upon our own terms, had we been 
in earneft inclined to it. 

Mr. AMYATT’s negotiation had been 
broke off, becaufe the Nobob faw, that 
whatever conceffions he might make, 
would be rendered of no effeat, by the 
preparations which Mr. Ellis was mak- 
ing to attack thecity of Patna, and would 
appear only as proceeding from a confci- 
ouinefs of hisown weaknefs; hetherefore 
difmified Mr. Amyatt, and as far as we 
can learn, with al] the ufwil. marks of 
friendfhip and refpe@. No war was de- 
clared by him, but the laft determina~ 
tion upon the fubject of our differenced 
Jeft to the Governor and Council; and 


Mr. 
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Mr. Hay temained with the Nabob as a 
pledge, for the relcafe of fuch of his ofh- 
cers as we had made prifoners. 

JI tTainkx, that had Mr. Ellis left the 
Nabob any hope of an accommodation, 
he would have confented to the terms 
which were demanded of him, and fub- 
mitted to all the inconveniencies they 
would have laid him under, until juftice 
could be done him by the Company. 
This was certainly his intention, when 
he took the trouble to write them fo full 
a * remonttrance of his grievances; and 
it feems to have been his difpofition fo 
late as the 19th of June, as may be 
judged from his letter +, and Meff. Amy- 
att and Hay’s { of that date, where it 
appears that he releafed the arms, de- 
fifted from his preliminary demands, and 
confented to proceed in the negotiation. 
- Possipry the advices from Patna had 
given him hopes, that Mr. Ellis might 
refrain from hoftilities, till war or peace 
fhould be concluded on between him and 
Mr. Amyatt, or the Board. If fuch 

Cc 3 was 

* Pare 185. + Page 300. $ Pige x99, 
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was his expectation, he was foon unde- 
coived by Mehdee Allee Cawn’s Tetter*, 

which infarmed him that Mr. Ellis was 
preparing to attack the city. He then 
ordered the boats with arms again to be 
ftopped, but ftill confented that Mr. 
Amyatt fhould take his leave, and tranf- 
mit him the final determination of the 
Board from Calcutta. 

Tose who are fond of fearching for 
refined and deep defigns in the moft na- 
tural actions, may attribute thefe fre- 
guent changes in the Nabob’s behavior, 
to a policy formed to blind Mr. Amyatt 
and gain time; which, however, will 
not appear very probable, if we reflect, 
that the whole of this tranfaétion hap- 
pened in the fhort {pace of two or three 
days. 

In this fituation Mr. Amyatt left the 
Nabob; Mr. Ellis heard of it the even- 
ing of the 24th of June, and the fame 
night furprized and took the city. 

Lrr any impartial perfon now put 
himfelf in the place of Meer Coffim, and 

fay 
* Page 309. 
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fay whether he could have regarded this 
affault on the city of Patna, in any other 
light than as an aét of treachery ; and the 
ftrongeft argument, that all the pacific 
declarations and proffered treaties, were 
anly artifices to make him a dupe to our 
defigns, and the inftrument of his own 
ruin. 

AxrTuo’ I have difclaimed the princi- 
ple of attacking the Nabob firft, becaufe 
it was probable that he mightattack us(an 
argument which would equally juftify 
every act of enmity, to thofe whom we 
have at any time injured;) yet, I will 
fuppofe it allowable to feize fuch an ad- 
vantage, if the fafety of our forces at 
Patna abfolutely depended upon it. To 
form a judgment of this neceffity, it will 
be proper to confider the force which we 
had at that time at Patna, compared 
with that which major Adams had under 
his command during the war. 

Tue former I have already * men- 
tioned to confift of 220 European infan- 


Cc4g try, 
* See the return, page 160. It is true, Mr. 
Ellis advifes that 200 feepoys had dcferted fiom the 
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try, non-commiffioned and foldiers; 27 
officers, 57 men of the artillery, and 
2500 feepoys, rank and file, befides offi- 
cers, the moft part of the feepoys the 
oldeft, and the beft difciplined of any in 
the fervice. 
- Mayor ApaAms had, before the bat- 
tie of Gheerea, about 800 Europeans, in- 
cluding artillery and cavalry ; and about 
2200 feepoys, many of which were new 
recruits raifed in Calcutta and the neigh- 
borhood. 
Tue difproportion between the two 
shodies, will by no means appear {o great, 
as that of the fervices which they were 
to perform. Major Adams had to en- 
scounter the Nabob’s whole force, already 
flufhed with fuccefs; whereas the detach- 
ament at Patna (which was then generally 
efteemed, and confeffedly by Mr. Ellis 
‘himifelf, fuperior’to any force that the 
Nabob 
aft ta the 5th of June; but as the beft accounts 
fisice collected of the force which attacked the city, 
makes the number of feepoys about 2300, it is pro- 
~'pable the encouragment of batta, given them by 


Mr. Ellis, as mentioned in his letter of the 6th of 
{ June, prevented any further defertion. 
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Nabob could fend againft it) had no- 
thing to fear but from a part of the Na-~ 
bob’s troops ; fince it is not likely, that 
he would have left the whole province 
of Bengal expofed to our army, to go 
and attack them at Patna ; and as a proof 
of this, it appears from Mr. Amyatt’s 
letters before he left Mongheer, that 
the Nabob had actually fent forces down 
to Bengal. 

NEITHER fuppofing it necefiary to at- 
tack the city of Patna, would the place 
have been made more defenfible by any 
reinforcements that the Nabob might 
have fent into it, fince their numbers 
were fo great already (as Mr. Ellis re- 
peatedly mentions in his letters) that 
any added to them would but have in- 
creafed their confufion; yet the city 
was carried without the leaft difficulty ; 
and i believe it is {ufficiently clear, that 
it was not the want of numbers, but of 
order, that occafioned our mifcarriage 
afterwards. 

MerErR Cossim had not to this time 
fShewn any inftance of a yicious, or a 

violent 
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wioleat difpolition ;-he could not be tax- 
ed with amy aft of cruelty to his own 
- fulbjedts, mor treachery tous, He had 
fenfe enough to know, that the Englith 
friendthip would be his greateft fecurity, 
and to dread their power, if ever they 
fhould come to be his enemies. As he 
perceived fome of the Council were dif- 
inclined to him, he was the more cau- 
tious to avoid giving occafion of difpute; 
and as long as he faw I could fupport 
him againft any dire infults, he fuf- 
fered many affronts and encroachments 
upon his goverament with forbearance ; 
but when the difputes became more fe- 
rious, and meafures were taken of fuch 
@ nature, as made him judge we were 
determined to break with him; fenfible 
of the inereafed power of his enemies, 
and difappointed of the fupport which 
he had been made to expect from the . 
Company, he found himfelf neceflitated 
to act a different part, and at the fame 
time that he endeavored to evade the im- 
pending ftorm, to provide againit the ef- 
fects of ut. This will eafily be feen in 
‘the 
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the change of his behavior after the fum- 
moning of the general Council; and to 
this caufe may be afcribed the too great 
‘attention he fatterly paid to thc com-- 
plaints of his officers, and his connivance 
at their oppreffions; which; whilft his 
complaints againft our own agents yet 
remained unredreffed, he could not pu- 
nifh, without expofing his own weak- 
nefs, and forfeiting the attachment of the 
moft ufeful of his fubjects. 

Tuus far his condu@ may bear the 
fevereft examination ; and as an arpu- 
ment that it was generally approved by 
his own fubjects, it is remarkable, that 
when the war broke out between ws, al- 
tho’ he wanted the courage to face his 
enemies in perfon, yet his foldiers fought 
for him with a bravery and fidelity rare- 
ly experienced in the undifciplined troops 
of fndoftan; nor did any one of his of- 
ficers, in the moft diftant part of his do- 
minions, revolt from his authority to join 
us, till Patna was taken, and he was pre- 
paring to fly the province. ‘This muft 
be attributed to their affection for him, 

unlefs 
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unlefs we rather chufe toplace it to the ac~ 
count of their contempt for Meer Jaffier, 

or their refentment of our oppreffions. 
As to the laft wretched act of Meer 
Coffim’s government, altho’ it is farfrom 
my defign, and from my nature, to at- 
tempt to juftify his cruelty, yet it is eafy 
to account for it. His forces had been 
fucceflively worfted; his country was 
wrefted out of his hands; all his hopes 
of a reconciliation were for ever cut off 
by our new engageinents with Meer Jaf- 
fier, and his re-appointment to the fu- 
bahfhip. He had no way to elude the 
danger which prefled upon him, but to 
fly for thelter into the dominions of the 
Nabob Shuja Dowla, where his lait re- 
fource was in the cafual fupport, which 
theambitious viewsof his protector, con- 
curring with his fafety, might for a few 
days aftord him: but his ruin he knew 
to be irretrievable, and a violent death 
the certain confequence of ill fuccefs 
and Joft power., A dreadful reverfe of 
fortune in aman, who, but a few months 
before, faw hinielf mafter of the richeft 
pro- 
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province of Indoftan, and fo fecure from: 
all appearance of danger at home, as 
even to form the defign of encreafing 
his dominions, by the conqueft of others! 

FALLEN as Meer Coffim was to this 
ftate of defparation, it is no wonder that 
his temper broke all his former reftraints, 
and gave a loofe to that {pirit of revenge, 
fo common among his countrymen, and 
inculcated by their religion and educa- 
tion. In effect, the hoarded refentment of 
all the injuries which he had fuftained in 
continual exertion of patience, during the 
three years of his government, from this 
time took entire poffeffion of his mind, 
now rendered frantic by his natural ti- 
midity, and the frightful profpect be- 
fore him; and drove from thence every, 
other principle, till it had glutted itfelf 
with the blood of all within his reach, 
- who had either contributed to his mif- 
fortunes, or by real or fancied con- 
nections with his enemies became ob- 
noxious to his revenge. In a word, as the 
influence of thofe who were the Nabob’s 
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avawed enemics amongft us, had encep- 
ragedthe contention, whichat length be- 
came univerfal againft him; his refent- 
ment no longer limited itfelf to particu+ 
lars, but became national ; and the Eng- 
lith in general, as well as thear adherents, 
were the natural objed&ts of it. Such 
was the dreadful end of the meafures, 
whicha violent party had profecuted with 
immoveable perfeverance, from the be- 
ginning of Meer Coffim’s government 3 
although I had {pared no pains to per- 
fuade them, and all the world, of the 
neceffity of the meafures which I ‘had 
taken, and to reftere unanjmity to our 
country, by which the tranquillity fo 
happily e¢ftablifhed would have been 
preferved, and thofe effeéts prevented, 
which have fince fallen, with equal fe- 
verity, upon us al}! 
THe Nabob, an many of his letters, 
complained of a correfpondence carried 
on by Mr. Ellis, and major Carnac, with 
Shuja Dowla; and of aconcested defign, 
to procure the King’s nomination of ano- 
ther perfon to the fubahdarree. This 
certain- 
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certainly was a fubje& of very great un- 
eafinefs to the Nabob; but however af- 
fured he might be of the reality of fuch 
defions, he could never produce fuffici- 
cnt proofs to fatisfy the Board of the 
truth of them, as thofe gerithkemen con« 
frantly denied the charge, affirming it 
to have no other foundation, than in 
his difaffection to the Englifh, and his 
reatdinefs to credit every idle report to 
their difadvantage. It hag fince appear- 
ed, that he had but too much redfon 
for thefe complaints, as will be feen in 
the following extracts of two letters, 
which were rectived from Shitabroy, and 
Momtaz o Dowla, fitrce the conclitfon 
of the war, whén they tnight think there 
was no'lotiger any dccalion’ to contedl 
their fervices, but rather chofe to make’ 
a merit of them with both parti¢s, now 
united againft Meet Coffin. 


Extracdt 
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Extract of a Letter from Rajah Shitabroy 
to Major Adams. 

= ; So are acquainted with the at- 
tachment I have long fhewn to 

the Englith gentlemen; accordingly, you 
have feen with your own eyes the favors 
beftowed on me by colonel Coote; and 
you may remember, that he introduced 
me to you at Gherettee. Moreover, you 
mui{t have heard from colonel Coote, and 
major Carnac, of my fervices in treating 
with the King. Afterwards, when I re- 
tired out of the Patna province, onaccount 
of the enmity of Meer Mahomed Coffim, 
I went to the Royal army, where I re- 
mained eight months with the King, and 
the Vizir; and then the Vizir fent me 
along with Mharajah Benee Behader, who 
is Naib of the provinces, and has autho- 
rity over al] the affairs of the empire. As 
Iwas always extremely defirous of ob- 
taining the good will of the Englith gen- 
tlemen, I forwarded all the letters which 
Mr. Ellis and Mr. Lufhington fent to 
the Court, and treated for them in a pro- 
per manner ; and accordingly it 1s uni- 
verfally 
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verfally reported, that all the bufinefs of 
the Englifh Chiefs at the Imperial 
Court is carried on through Shitabroy.” 


Extract? of a Letter from Momtaz 0’ 
Dowla Ferzund Cawn Buxy, fo Ma- 
jor Carnac. Recerved December 15, 
1763. 

ec: EER COSSIM,notwithftand- 

ing the {mallnefs of his charge, 

and the fhort duration of his govern- 
ment, is yet greatly in debt to the Royal 

Sircar ; his Majefty has long been dif- 

pleafed with him. You feveral times 

reprefented to the Royal prefence the 

Behaviour of Meer Coffim, and your 

earneft defire, nor was it unadvifeable 

or difapproved ; and his Majetty’s incli- 
nations and endeavours are now likewile 
entirely fuitable.” 





°" I Have been accufed by my enemies, 
of efpoufing, too partially, the caufe ot 
the Nabob; and my friends have blam- 
ed me as much for exercifing too great 
lenity to the faction which oppofed me. 
I think it neceflary to fhew the princi- 

Vor. Il. Dd ples 


402 MA NARRATIVE Of the 


ples on which I guided myfelf towards 
both, 

Tue Nabob was {carcely advanced to 
the fubahfhip, when the party formed 
itfelf againft him; and as they made no 
fecret of their fentiments, but rather 
induftrioufly publithed them, he had no- 
tice of it almoft as foon as it was form- 
ed, and of the meafures which were tak- 
cn to fupport it, and overfet him. 

Wiz was told, that colonel Coote, ma- 
jor Carnac, Mr. Amyatt, and Mr. EI- 
his, had written againft him to the Com- 
pany; that they had fworn together to 
eftect the 1 eflitution of Jafier Allee Cawn; 
and thar Mr. Fullerton * had been dif- 
patched to England, to afiuit in the fame 
defign. It was therefore my bufinefs to 
<cndeavor, by every means, to convince 
hin of my friendfhip and refolution to 
dupport him in all his juit rights ; and in 
this I fo far fucceeded, as to gain his en- 
tire confidence in my attachment to him, 
and to preferve an influcnce over him, 
as long as he faw, that I had it in my 
power to befriend, fim. In fupporting 

him, 
* One of the furgcons of Calcutta. 
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him, I knew I fupported an eftablith- 
ment, with which the interefts of the 
Company were fo connected, that they 
could not be feparated without danger of 
involving both in ruin; and I knew 
alfo, that he never could raife his power 
to an equality with ours, nor attempt to 
fhake off his dependency on us, with the 
leaft probability of fuccefs. Befides, 
do any laws allow, that every ftronger 
power may encroach upon the rights of 
his weaker neighbor, for fear that, at 
fome future time, he fhould become able 
to difpute upon more equal terms? But 
the fuppofition of fuch a defign, in the 
Nabob, proceeded only from a confciouf- 
nefs of having done him fuch injuries, as 
might naturally move his refentment. In- 
ftead, therefore, of adding ruin to former 
‘injuries, we ought to have defifted from 
our encroachments, and by that eafy 
and juft method, have confirmed the 
friendfhip between us; a condudt the 
more indifpenfable, as we were bound 
to obferve it, by the ftrongeft ties of 
public treaty. 

Dd 2 To 
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To eftablifh him, therefore, in the 
full authority over his own people, and 
allow him the juft rights of his govern~ 
inent, was to make him an ufeful ally in- 
{tead of a burthen to us, which he mutt 
be without thefe, whilft, by fhewing a 
{tceady zeal and attachment to his inte- 
z,efts, we fhould infure the fame attach- 
ment in him to ours, and make him a 
faithfal one. 

Turis rule I laid down for my con- 
duct ; and as far as it confifted with the 
interefts of the Company to which it was 
fubfervient, J invariably purfued it, ex- 
cepting where the violence of faction 
furced me into meafures, which I could 
not prevent ; and even then I kept the 
fame principle in view, and renewed it 
when I could, with fafety to the caufe 
which I was defending; and I have now 
the confcious fatisfadion of reflecting, 
that had the reft of the gentlemen, at 
the head of our affairs, conducted them .- 
felves by my example, we fhould, te 
this time, have enjoyed the acquifitions 
derived to us from Meer Coflim’s ad- 

vancement 
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wahcement to the fubahthip, improved by 
all the benefits that a fettled tranquillity, 
and a flourifhing commerce, could add to 
them ; and havehad every reafon to rejoice 
in our friendfhip and connection with a 
man, whom we now regard as a vaga- 
bond, a murderer, and the worft of ty- 
rants, rendered fuch by the defpair to 

which our injuftice has driven him. 
WuitsT I labored to keep the Nabob 
firm to his engagements, I was no Iefs 
follicitous, on the other hand, of intro~ 
ducing a good underftanding amongit 
ourfelves. It is true, I neither attémpt- 
ed this by unbecoming follicitations, nor 
by confulting the perfonal interefts of 
thofe whom I withed to fee of the fame 
opinion with myfelf ; but reff¥i¥gon the 
integrity of my own heart, I oppofed 
every attack on the eftablifhment, which 
I had been an inftrument in raifing, and 
with{tood every affault upon myy own cha- 
racter, with temper and forbearance ; 
knowing, that to oppofe their violence 
with equal violence, would but actele- 
cate the ruin of the Company’s affairs, 
Dd 3 which 


406 4 NARRATIVE Of the 


which it was my aim to prevent. I mayadd, 
that I am, not in my own ngture inclin~ 
ed to acts of feverity, but rather to look 
upon the errors and paffions of others, 
with the indulgence which I thould ex- 
pect tomy own; and I yielded the more 
readily to this prevailing inclination, be- 
caufe I knew, that nothing tended fo 
furely to the deftruction of any ftate, even 
in the moft flourifhing circumftances, as 
divifions amongit thofe who rule it ; and 
I hoped, that whilft I kept fuch a guard 
upon my own conduct, as to obviate e- 
very pretence of cenfure againft myfelf, 
and avoided all difagreeable and perfonal 
altercations, the fame of contention would 
go out of itfelf, for want of fuel to keep 
it alive. 

SucH were my hopes, but I knew not 
the fpirits I had to deal with; and I 
found, too late, that the gentleft ufage, © 
Joft all its effeG@ with prejudices fo deep- 
ly rooted, and with minds compelled, 
by mutual ties, to perfevere in the caufe 
in which they were once engaged. 

Jr my opinion be afked, what precau- 

tions 
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tions are neceflary to prevent freth trou- 
bles, and a renewal of our difputes with 
the country government. I anfwer, that 
either the rules agreed on with Meer 
Coffim muft be adopted, or an entire 
{top put to the innovations which have 
taken place fince the capture of Calcut- 
ta, and the private trade reftrained with- 
in its ancient bounds. 

THE reafon is plain ; great advantages 
accrued from thefe articles of trade, both 
to the country merchants who uted to 
carry it on, and to the government by 
the cuftoms they drew from it. Both 
thefe are now cut off, and the advan- 
tages in amanner engroffed by the Enp- 
lifh, who fay, they will pay no cuftoms ; 
and, to fupport this ufurpation, ouragents 
and gomaftahs are armed with an autho- 
rity, independent of the officers of the 
government. 

Ir we reftrain the power of our agents 
and gomaftahs, and acquiefce in the Na- 
bob’s officers exercifing their proper au- 
thority, in deciding difputes where fuch 
dependents of ours are concerned, then 

Dd 4. they; 
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they, for the nroft part, willabufe their 
quthority, and totally obftruct: that trade; 
impelled not only by the jealoufy ‘with 
which they regard this innovation .of 
ours, and by their own interefts, but by 
the complaints of the country merchangs, 
who find themfelves excluded, and ithe 
epprefiions to which this trade is more 
peculiarly liable when under no controul: 

Tut Nabob’s right to this authority 
in his own government, cannot in juftice 
be difputed, and the lefs, 4s our own jus 
rj{diction does not extend thither; nor 
have we cither judges to determine dif- 
putes in thafe diftant parts, or laws to 
determine them by ; yet this right of the 
country government is fuperfeded, and 
am, afraid, muift.be, if it be refolved, that 
the privileges of our private trade extend- 
fo far; and it may not be improper to 
remark here, that it was upon this rea- 
foning, J agreed in the confultation of 
the 1{t of March, that our agents and 
gomaftahs, fhould not be fubjeé to the 
actual controul of the country govern- 
ment, after having aflured the Nabob 


in 
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in the regulations that they fhoulds for 
the Council having refolved, that they 
would infift ona free trade in all articded, 
and to all places, there was no way of 
preferving it, but by fuperfeding that 
right of the Nabob’s government. 

Tre violences with which the Na- 
bob’s officers exercifed their authority,’ 
the inftant it was put into their hands, 
and the encouragement which the Nabob 
had given to it, made me lefs attentive 
to the natural rights of juftice in this 
cafe, where I faw plainly, that on either 
fide there would be great oppreffions ; 
and I lefs dreaded the effects of any com - 
plaints which the Nabob might make, 
than the dangerous confequences which 
they would produce, if we ourfelves 
were the fufferers. 

THE prefent Nabob Meer Jaffer, is 
no lefs clamorous upon thefe fubjects, 
than Meer Coffim was ; and I am plain- 
ly of opinion, that upon the prefent fy{f- 
tem, no friendfhip can be preferved with 
any Nabob. The two governments clafh 
too see: mena. to‘ftand ‘upon a friendly 

footing ; 
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footing; and therefore, if it is not theught 
right to eftablith the regulations and re-. 
ftrictions before-mentioned, it is the 
higheft degree of abfurdity, to pledge 
the national faith to a treaty, which it 
is not poffible fhould fubfift; and to, 
bind ourfelves to fupport the Nabob in 
the authority over his country, when 
we deny him the exercife of that autho- 
rity for the protection of his own fub- 
jects, at the fame time too, that we con- 
fefledly want the power to protect them 
ourfelves. 

Ir has been afferted by Meff. John- 
ftone and Hay in fome of their minutes, 
and I believe by other members of the 
Board, that the oppreffions of the go- 
maftahs, fo frequently complained of by 
the Nabob, had no exiftence. As an 
inconteftible proof that fuch did, and 
actually do exift, it may not be umpro- 
per to fubjoin fome extracts of letters I 
have received on the fubje@ at different 
times, from the chiefs of the fubordi- 
nate factories. 

Tue firft, is an extract of a letter 

from 
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from Mr. Cartier, chief at Dacca, dated 
the 8th of November, 1761, in anfwer 
to one I wrote him a few days before, 
to forbid the ufe of force in trade, and’ 
particularly the practice of obliging the 
inhabitants to purchafe tobacco, whether 
they wanted it or not, and at an exorbi- 
tant advanced price. This extract will 
ferve at once to fhew the countenance 
which thefe oppreffions have met with, 
and the impoffibility of carrying on the 
injand trade without the ufe of force, 
which mutt be productive of oppreffions; 
unlefs we would reconcile it to the coun- 


try government, by paying duties like 
other merchants 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Cartier to 
the Governor. Dated Nov. 8, 1761. ° 


2 


FrreEDOM of trade is too defi- 
rable not to be wifhed for, but 
difficult to be eftablifhed. While thé 
country government are interéfted to af* 
fift thofe that pay a duty on importation, 
they will fecretly ufe methods to pre- 
vent the fale of our goods, if left to their 


full 
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fajl liberty ; or was I to undertake to 
fell below the common run of the mar-+ 
ket, the pykars and merchants would be 
intimidated from trading with me, un- 
lefs permitted to do fo; nor is it proba- 
ble they would, when it is fo oppofite to 
the intereft of the people in the govdrn- 
ment: fothat an undue and ruinous in- 
fluence muft be exerted on one fide, and 
nothing left to oppofe it.” 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. George 
Gray, Cézef at Malda, fo the Goverxor. 
' Dated January 7, 1764. 


: 0 eee my arrival here, [I have 
had an opportunity of feeing the 
villainous practices ufed by the Calcut- 
ta gomaftahs in carrying on their bufi- 
nefs. The government have certainly 
too much reafon to complain of their 
want of influence in their country, which" 
is torn to pieces by a fet of rafcals, who 
in Calcutta walk about in rags, but 
when they are fent out on gomaftahfhips, 
lotd it over the country, imprifoning the 
reiats - and - merchants,--and writing and 
talking 
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talking in the moft infolent, domineering: 
manner to the fougedars and officers.” 


Extraé of a Letter from Mr. Senior, 
Chief at Coffimbuzar, fo the Governor. 
Dated March 23, 1764. 


= {7 would amaze you, the number of 

complaints that daily come before 
me, of the extravagances committed by 
our agents and gomaftahs, all over the 
country; but by punifhing fome of the 
immediate fervants of the factory, and 
difmiffing others, I hope in time to bring 
things on a proper footing.” 


I couxrp produce many other pfoofs 
fram the Company’s records, of the rea- 
lity of the opprefiions the country peo- 
ple fuffer from the Englifh agents and 
gomaftahs, employed in the inland trade ; 
-but I believe this is a point that will be 
now no longer difputed. 

Tue Nabob Meer Jaffer complains 
of it as much fince his re~eftablifhment, 
as he did in his firft adminiftration. In 
fhort, he repeatedly declared to the Go-, 


vernor 
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vernor and Council, after his return to 
Calcutta in 1764, that it was impoffible 
for his government to fubfift upon fuch 
a footing, and ecarneftly preffed for the 
entire abolition of it, notwithftanding 
the confent he was obliged to give, jn 
his treaty of July 1763. The Couneil- 
was fo fenfible of the juftice of the Na- 
bob’s remontftrances, that we refolved to 
put an end to thefe innovations, and give 
up the inland trade entirely, referving 
only the indulgence of fending falt and 
beetle-nut to Patna and Coffimbuzar ; 
and this to be confined to the factories, 
and not permitted to be difpcerfed about 
the country. European agents were for- 
bid to refide in the country, and the 
moft pofitive orders fent to the Chitta- 
gong, Dacca, and Luckypoor factories, 
to relinquifh the falt works they had fet 
up in prejudice of the country merchants $ 
an act of juftice which all the world 
now agreed in, altho’ many of the mem- 
bers of the Board complained of ft, asa 
grievous detraCtion from their rights, 

when I promifed the fame to Meer Cof- 
- fim, 
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frm, in my letter of regutations®. If 
‘the fame canfideration had been had for 
‘his rights, which is now had for thofe 
‘Of Mieer Jaffier, and without which no 
Stendihip can poffibly fubfift between 
‘the two governments, F am perfuaded 
‘he would have proved a faithful alfy. 

As foon as the war with Meer Cof- 
fim was ended, and the Nabob Meer 
Jeffier in fall poffefon of his govern- 
ment, I thought myfelf now at liberty to 
leave the country, which I had before 
deelared my refolution of doing, when 
there fhould be no longer any public call 
upon me for my ftay, I accordingly ac- 
quainted the Board with my intention, 
in the following letter. 


Copy of the Governor's Letter to the Gen- 
tlemen of the Council. Fort William, 
December 19, 1763. 


GENTLEMEN, 
“s Che unexpected and unfortunate 
events, with which the war with 
the. late Nabob began, and which fpread 


ap alarm, that in fome meatfure affected 


the 
* Page 170, Vol. Il. 
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the fettlement itfelf, occafioned my al- 
tering my intention of going to Europe 
lait September ; but our army being 
now mafters of the whole province, and 
hoftilities at an end, I think my Em-~ 
ployers cannot difapprove of my profe- 
cuting that intention this feafon; and 
that my friends and family might blame 
me, if I remained longer without urgent 
reafons, in a climate which has been 
found to affect me fo frequently with 
dangerous diforders. It is my intention, 
therefore, to take my leave of you the 
beginning of next month, and to pro- 
ceed with commodore Tinker to Madras, 
where I fhall embark immediately on 
board his Majefty’s fhip Panther for Eng- 
Jand. 

I THINK it my duty to acquaint you 
at the fame time, with what obferva- 
tions occur to me on the prefent ftate 
of the country. Meer Jafher being a- 
gain in poffeffion of the government, it 
is my wifh he fhould be fupported in it 
as long as he lives. This was alfo my 
wif before, but I found it impoffible ; 

and 
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and now again, if fome timely precau+ 
tions are not taken, I am apprehenfive 
that you may foon find yourfelves under 
the fame difficulties. The Nabob’s in- 
capacity for bufinefs is univerfally ac- 
knowledged; he fhould endeavor to 
make up for that deficiency, by appoint- 
ing men of experience and character to 
manage the different branches; but he 
feems rather to incline to throw himéelf 
into the hands of thofe who flatter his 
weaknefs, and take advantage of it. We 
are afiured that Nundcoomar has, at this 
time, the entire difpofal of the Nabob’s 
will, and of all the affairs of the pro- 
vinces, of which the confequence will be, 
that we fhall continually be amufed and 
perplexed with his arts and intrigues. 
We fhall be told of the {chemes of the 
King, and the Morattas, and all-the chiefs 
‘of the empire, and what weight and in- 
tereft he has with them. .We {hall be. 
‘obliged to keep a large army conftantly 
in the field, to guard the province againit 
defigns which never exifted, by which 
our military expences will abforb the. 

Vo. IIT. Ee moft 
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moft part of our revenues; and the Na- 
bob will be led into an extravagant dif- 
fipation of his money to foreign powers, 
to indulge the * pride of his minifter, 
and at Iength being unable to fulfil his 
engagements, and pay his own troops; 
will fall again to ruin. 

Tuts danger fhould be provided againft 
as foon as an opportunity offers, of ad- 
vifing with the Nabob in fuch manner, 
as not to excite his jealoufy or fear ; and 
the fame opportunity fhould alfo be taken 
of fettling the fucceffion, that there may 
be no confufion in cafe of his demife, as 
from his advanced age fuch an event may 
always be apprehended. 

SENSIBLE 

* There 1s before the Board a ftriking inftance 
ef Nundcoomar’s intriguing difpofition. The very 
firft letters which came from the Vizir and his prin- 
cipal officers, are filled with nothing but the praifes 
of Nundcoamar. His titles and feals are received 
hcivre the Nabob’s own ; and before any affurances 
aic given the Nabob that he will have the funnuds 
for the provinces, he is told, that he mult give’ 
Nundcoomar fuch and fuch particular employments, 
the moft honorabje and valuable belonging to the 
government ; and which the Nabob, at his depar- 
ture from Calcutta, promifed to Roydoolub. 
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SENSIBLE as I am of the neceffity of 
guarding againit thefe dangers, it is with 
reluctance I mention them, left it fhould 
be fuggefted, that I would promote any 
meafures difagreeable to the Nabob ; 
but as my duty to the Company has al- 
ways had more weight with me than any 
other confideration, fo it is that only, 
which, on this occafion, di€tates to me. 

By fome of the Nabob’s letters, you 
have feen already with how much unea- 
finefs he exprefies himfelf upon the leaft 
complaint of the agents, or gomaftahs, of 
our fubordinate faGories, interfering with 
his officers in any part of thecountry. Our 
influence is fuch, that it will, for the 
moft part, over-rule the Nabob’s ; fo that 
any dependent of ours may abufe that 
influence with impunity, if the greateft 
care 1s not taken ; and, on all fuch oc-~- 
' cafions, the complaints that are made 
are attended with invidious exaggerations, 
* in order to excite as much poffible the 
. jealoufy of the government. In fhort, 
our authority has extended itfelf fo very 
near the Nabob’s, that they are frequently 

Ee 2 clafhing, 
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clafhing, and without a very fteady ‘and 
moderate condué on both fides, they 
cannot fubfift upon their prefent footing, 
nor a friendfhip be maintained with this 
Nabob, or any other. 

To put an end to this precarious and 
fluctuating ftate, it is likely the Com- 
pany will refolve on an entire change of 
fyftem, and either draw their own con- 
neétions with the country government 
into narrower limits, and reduce the pri- 
vate trade to the footing it was on before 
the capture of Calcutta; or elie extend 
them further, and render the country 
government fully and confeffedly depen- 
dent on theirs. But it will require your 
preateft care, gentlemen, to keep the 
fcale even, until the orders of the Com- 
pany can arrive, and to prevent a repeti- 
tion of thofe tragical events, of which 
we have lately been the unhappy wit- | 
nefles.” 


In anf{wer to this I received the fol-. 
lowing letter from the Board. 


¢ 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from the Gentlemen of 
the Council to the Governor. Dated 
December 19, 1763. 


SIR, 

64 being letter which you laid before 

us at the Board this morning, 
having met with our fcrious confidera- 
tion, we beg leave to offer you our fcn- 
timents thereon. 

TuouGu the war again{ft Coffim Allee 
Cawn is near brought to a conclufion, and 
we have a profpect of the country be- 
ing fhortly reftored to its former tran- 
quillity, yet it will be a work of great 
difhiculty to eftablifh meafures for ren- 
dering that tranquillity perfect and fe- 
cure ; and many refolutions will be found 
neceflary to be taken, to prevent, if pof- 
fible, the country and Company’s trade 
from being again expofed to the hazard 
and defolation of war; thofe which you 
have yourfelf inftanced, are fuch as tend 
' wery effentially to this purpofe, and will 
' require the greateft fteadinefs and atten- 
tion, to bring them to an happy iffue. 
From a conviction therefore, Sir, of the 
material fervice you can be of, in for- 


Ee 3 warding 
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warding fo falutary a work, and where- 
in the well-being of the Company is fo 
immediately concerned, we cannot but 
unanimoufly join in requefting, that you 
will poftpone your intention of return- 
ing to Europe this feafon, and that you 
will continue in the Prefidency of this 
fettlement, until we fhall have the honor 
to receive the Company’s orders, in regard 
to the future management of their affairs 
in thefe provinces. We are, with much 
efteem, SIR, 
Your moft obedient 
Humble Servants, 


William Billers, 
John Carnac, 
Warren Haftings, 
Randolph Marriott, 
Hugh Watts; 
A. W. Senior, 

' John Burdett.” 


‘Urpown this reprefentation of the 
‘Council, I could not refufe to defer my 
os departure, 
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departure, and accordingly replied to 
their letter in the following terms. 


Copy of a Letter from the Governor to the 
Gentlemen of the Council. Dated De- 
cember 22, 1763. 


be | Have received the honor of your 
letter of the rgth, in which you 
are pleafed to exprefs your opinion, that 
my_remaining in the government at this 
time is effential to the Company’s fervicc. 
As I think it my duty to prefer that 
confideration before all others, I have, in 
confequence of your reprefentation, de- 
termincd to ftay till next feafon. [I thall 
hope, from your affiftance, fuch relicf as 
my uncertain ftate of health may require, 
and am happy in the conviction, that we 
fhall carry on all our bufinefs with a per- 
fect unanimity.” 


~ I Suoutp not have introduced a cir- 
cumftance of fo little confequence, and 
~“~merely perfonal as this is, but that the 
* reader might have expected fuch an ex- 
planation of the motives of my continu- 
ance 
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ance in the chair, or poffibly have attri- 
buted it to caprice, after my having, in 
fo formal a manner, declared, and re- 
peated my refolution, tohold it no longer 
than whilft the war lafted. It remains 
now to fay fomcthing of the Memorial 
it{elf. 

THe plan upon which it is formed 
may be objected to, as attended with too 
much prolixity, and fometimes perhaps 
with a confufion of circumftances, and 
want of connection, owing to the fre- 
quent, and, in fome places, very long 
quotations from the records of the go- 
ernment. But I fhould rather hear it 
taxed with this inconvenience, than re- 
proached with want of candor, as would 
hive been the cafe, had I made the quo- 
tations partially, inferting thofe opinions 
which fight fupport my arguments, and 
omitting What was urged on the otlier 
fide of the queftion, of which I have been 
the more cautions, as’fome of the prin- 
cipal gentlemen, who differed from me, 


have themfelves fallen in thefe unhappy 
troubles. 


As 
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I Have likewife endeavored to avoid 
in the expreffion all paffionate or indecent 
terms; in fhort, my view has been to 
fhew the uprightnefs of my own inten- 
tions, with as little reproach as poffible 
to others; and, in this light, I hope it 
will be accepted by the world. 


THe EN D. 





